TEN TIPS TO INCREASE YOUR EDGE INA COMPETITVE
MARKETPLACE

By Bruce A. Blitman, Attorney At Law/Certified Circuit, Family and County Mediator

Clients are the lifeblood of every business. In order to remain in
business, entrepreneurs need a steady stream of consumers to pur-
chase their products and services. What can entrepreneurs do to se-
cure their continued survival in an increasingly competitive
marketplace? This article offers ten tips to help you build your
practice.

1. Be Excellent at What You Do: Clients and customers must
perceive that you are providing them with exceptional products and
services for their money. If they do not believe this, they will not
refer their trusted friends, colleagues and loved ones to you. What-
ever your business, you must demonstrate patience, persistence,
passion, compassion and concern in your dealings with clients and
customers.

2. Exceed Expectations: In a competitive marketplace, all suc-
cessful entrepreneurs must meet and exceed the expectations of in-
creasingly demanding clients. Find out what clients expect from
you before providing services. If their expectations are unrealistic,
be honest and tell them what you can and can’t do for them. If you
know you will not be able to meet their demands, thank them for
their time and wish them well.

3. Identify Your Competitive Advantages: What makes you
special and unique? Why are your products and services different
(and better) than those of your competitors in the marketplace?
What reasons can you give to your prospective clients and cus-
tomers to choose you?

4. Identify Your Target Audience: In a world of increasing spe-
cialization, it is impossible to be all things to all people. What is
your “niche” in your marketplace? Who are the clients you are
most interested in attracting? Who will benefit from your products
and services? Who are you trying to reach and impress with your
message? Target your messages and outreach efforts to this particu-
lar demographic group.

5. Become an Expert in Your Chosen Field: Learn as much as
you possibly can about what you choose to do. Self improvement is
essential for all entrepreneurs. Read everything you can about your
fields of interest. Attend seminars. Subscribe to (and read) profes-
sional journals and publications. Listen to audiotapes while driving
to appointments. Increase your knowledge base, and both your pro-
fessional colleagues and your prospective clients and customers
will perceive you as an expert in your field.

6. Speak Out: Although surveys routinely show that most peo-
ple are more afraid of speaking in public than they are of dying,
there are few better ways to establish your credibility and expertise.
Try to get as much practice as possible in non threatening situa-
tions. When you are feeling more confident, you can volunteer to
speak to groups that are most likely to benefit from your knowl-
edge and consume your products and services. Many groups and
organizations are looking for people willing to speak at their meet-
ings.

7. Publish: This is another inexpensive way for you to develop a
reputation for excellence and gain credibility with your profes-
sional colleagues, existing clients and prospective clients. You can
write scholarly articles for publication in professional journals and
more practical columns for publication in newspapers, magazines
and journals that are likely to be read by your clientele. Send cour-

tesy copies of your articles to your clients and former clients. It’s a
great way to keep in touch with them and impress them with your
expertise and thoughtfulness. You can also make copies of your ar-
ticles to hand out to audiences during your speaking engagements.
8. Maximize Your Mingling: When you find yourself in a
crowd, don’t just stand in a corner with a drink in your hand. Initi-
ate conversation and don’t be afraid to introduce yourself to people.
Ask people questions about themselves and carefully listen to their
answers. Make eye contact while they are speaking. If you come to
the party with a realistic goal of meeting a few people each time,
you will gradually expand your comfort zone for socializing. Don’t
forget to exchange business cards!

9. Show Your Concern and Appreciation: Send a short hand-
written note to the people with whom you exchange business cards
at seminars, professional meetings and parties. In this age of email
and cyberspace, a personal note is unusual and memorable. Don’t
forget about your existing clients and customers. Show your appre-
ciation for their business. When a case or contract is finished, send
a personal handwritten note thanking them for their confidence in
selecting you. When a client or customer is promoted or starts a
new business, a telephone call or personal handwritten note of con-
gratulations will be appreciated and remembered. You can also
send cards to acknowledge other important events (birthdays, wed-
dings, births, deaths, illnesses) in your customers’ lives. These
small gestures of caring and concern are thoughtful ways to keep in
touch with your clients.

10. Be Reliable and Prompt: With cell phones and email, it is
hard to come up with a legitimate excuse for not promptly respond-
ing to the messages of clients. Demonstrate your courtesy, respect
and appreciation for your clients and customers by returning all
cell phone calls and emails promptly. If you cannot return a mes-
sage before the end of the day, call and leave a message on that
client’s voice mail that evening. It is also important to arrive for ap-
pointments on time and don’t ever make your clients wait for you.

Building your business will not be easy, but remembering these ten
steps may help you realize your goals for attracting and keeping
clients. You will meet with success and setbacks along the way and
will need to be patient, persistent, passionate and optimistic. I wish
you much good luck in your pursuit of happiness and success.

Bruce A. Blitman, Esq. is an attorney in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
He is certified by the Florida Supreme Court as a County, Circuit
and Family Mediator. Since 1989, Mr. Blitman has mediated sev-
eral thousand disputes throughout Florida. He can be reached at
(954)437-3446 and his office is located at 9050 Pines Blvd, Suite
450, Pembroke Pines, Fl. 33024. Email address is BABMEDI-
ATE@aol.com. His website is www.bruceblitman.com and Face-
book at Bruce Blitman, Esq. Copyright, Bruce A. Blitman, 201 1.
All Rights Reserved.



The Broward County Bar Association Workers’ Compensation Section Presents:

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 2011
MAXIMIZE YOUR POTENTIAL!

Friday, March 4, 2011 beginning at 11:30 am at The Riverside Hotel, 620 East Las Olas Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.
Topics at this year’s program will include:
“How To Never Lose On Appeal”, presented by 1st DCA Staff Counsel Randall Porcher, Esq.

Interpreting and Applying the Rules of Procedure for Workers’ Compensation Adjudications (Effectuating “Prompt Delivery of Ben-
efits at a Reasonable Cost”), presented by Chief Judge David Langham and Barry Keyfetz, Esq., L. Barry Keyfetz, PA.

Medicare Set Asides - Things You Probably Don’t Know But Should Know, presented by Gail Baker, Esq., Kelly Kronenberg et al.

Emerging Trends From the 1st DCA, presented by Barbara Wagner, Esg., Wagenheim & Wagner, PA. and Bill Rogner, Esqg., Hurley
Rogner et al.

The View from the Bench and a Q & A Session, presented by Judge Geraldine B. Hogan, Judge Daniel A. Lewis, and Judge
Kathryn S. Pecko. Please email questions for Judges to Art Goldberg at: artg@browardbar.org

* Registration fee is $75.00 for Workers’ Compensation Section members, and $90.00 for non-members. Lunch and cocktail hour
following seminar are included in program cost. Online registration to be announced soon. This year’s program is co-sponsored
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THE CARE ok COET ADWOCATE

Bloggers Breakfast 12011 Court Funding and
Friday, March 4, 2011 Related Issues!"

8:30 - 10:00 a.m. . .
Continental breakfast served sPeaker' Jesse H. Diner

How to Get Your Blog Into Overdrive

Join our guest speakers David Berkowitz of Netprofes-
sion and Margaret Grisdela of Legal Expert Connections
as they explain free and easy ways to accelerate the
performance of your new blog. Attendees will learn how
to:

- Get your blog ranked in the search engines
- Discover Wordpress "plug-ins"
- Reach out to prospects with timely blog posts
- Analyze your blog's traffic sources and keywords with
Analytics software
- Use social media to publicize your blog posts
- Attract media attention by blogging about news stories

No Charge for BCBA members
$25 for non-BCBA members

Broward County Bar Association
1051 SE 3rd Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL
To RSVP visit www.browardbar.org/events
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Guiding Children Back To Joy

The Young Lawyers Section of the Broward County Bar Associafion
and Tomorrow's Rainbow are pleased to present the 9th Annual

Manor Lanes
1517 NE 26th Street, Wilton Manors, Florida
(954) 566-7457

Includes 3 hours of bowling, shoes, food, and soda!

P‘a ﬂ\@s‘ Individval Participant: $50 FO Od‘

Spare Sponsor: $250  Strike Sponsor: $500

1 free team of 6 individuals 2 free teams of 6 individuals

Turkey Sponsor: $1000

2k 4s'
4 free teams of 6 individuals a‘

M\,‘S‘ Other Sponsorship Opportunilies: hw
Lane Sponsor: $100  Refreshment Sponsor: $250
Shoe Sponsor: $250 Ball Sponsor: $500

Name Address Phone Email

I

Please make checks payable to: Broward County Bar - YLS
Attn: Matt Lerner, Esq.
Southern Wine & Spirits of America, Inc.
1600 NW 163rd Street, Miami, Florida 33169-5635
lernerlaw@bellsouth.net
(805) 627-1419 Direct (954) 662-6166 Cell



WILL AND TRUST CONTESTS IN THE REAL WORLD
By: Glenn M. Mednick

People are often shocked to learn that the wills and trusts
they have spent so much time developing with the assistance
of their estate planning professionals can be challenged fol-
lowing their death. Individuals who are the intended benefici-
aries of the estate plan created by their parents or other
relatives may also be distressed to learn that a document
under which they would be a recipient is being challenged
and may be set aside by a court if the challenge is success-
ful. However, if the right action is taken during or prior to the
creation of a will or trust, the possibility of a challenge or the
likelihood of a contest being successful can be greatly re-
duced.

I GROUNDS FOR AWILL CONTEST

The right to devise property is a property right pro-
tected by Article I, Section 2 of the Florida Constitution. The
requirements for execution and qualification of a will are gov-
erned solely by statute. Florida Statute §732.501 provides
that the person making a will, known as the testator, must be
at least 18 years of age and of sound mind. An amendment
to the statute effective January 1, 2002, provides that an
emancipated minor may also make a will. The requirements
for execution of a will are statutorily mandated and must be
strictly followed. In Florida, every will must be in writing and
be executed by the testator at the end or have the testator’'s
name subscribed at the end by some other person in the tes-
tator's presence and by the testator’s direction. The testator
must sign the will or acknowledge that he or she previously
signed or that another person subscribed his or her name to
it in the presence of at least two attesting witnesses. The at-
testing witnesses must sign the will in the presence of the
testator and in the presence of each other.

Aside from the need for meeting the statutory re-
quirements for proper execution and that the testator be of
sound mind, statutorily recognized grounds for challenging a
will in Florida are fraud, duress, mistake, or undue influence.

As previously mentioned, a testator must be of sound
mind, which is referred to as testamentary capacity and
means the ability to understand generally the nature and ex-
tent of one’s property, the relationship of those who would be
the natural objects of the testator’s bounty, and the practical
effect of a will. Testamentary capacity refers to competency
at the time the will is executed, and a testator who is weak of
mind may execute a will during a lucid interval. Together with
failure to comply with the statutory formalities for execution or
lack of testamentary capacity, undue influence is the ground
most likely to be used to attack the validity of a will. Undue
influence means that the testator’'s mind was so controlled by
persuasion, pressure, or other outside influences that he or
she did not act voluntarily but was subject to the will of an-
other when execution took place.

In addition to the substantive grounds for challenging
a will, the procedure applicable in will contests is also gov-
erned by statute. In all proceedings contesting the validity of
a will, the burden is initially on the proponent of the will (nor-
mally the person/petitioner seeking to have the will admitted
to probate and a personal representative appointed) to estab-
lish prima facie its formal execution and attestation. There-
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after, the burden of proof shifts to the contestant to establish
the grounds on which the probate of the will is opposed or
the revocation is sought. The aforementioned distinction
drawn in Florida Statute §733.107 refers to the time period
in which the contest is initiated. In most cases, a will would
be admitted to probate and a personal representative ap-
pointed to administer the estate before any relatives are
aware of the existence of the will or the petition to admit the
subject will to probate. Revocation of probate refers to a
proceeding to challenge the validity of a will after the will is
admitted to probate and the personal representative is ap-
pointed.

According to Florida law, the personal representa-
tive must promptly serve a copy of a document referred to
as a notice of administration to the decedent’s surviving
spouse, beneficiaries, the trustee of any revocable living
trust, and each beneficiary of that trust, if each trustee is
also a personal representative of the estate. Following serv-
ice, any interested person is limited to a period of three
months after the date of service to object to or challenge the
validity of the will or the qualifications of the personal repre-
sentative, venue, or jurisdiction of the court. When a pro-
ceeding to revoke the probate of a will begins, the personal
representative is directed by Florida law to proceed with the
administration of the estate as if there were no revocation
proceeding, except that no distribution may be made to ben-
eficiaries that would violate the rights of those who would re-
ceive the property if the will were not being challenged. If
possible, a caveat should promptly be filed after death by an
heir who has knowledge of an instrument he or she may
later seek to challenge to preclude the personal representa-
tive from being appointed and utilizing the assets of the es-
tate to defend the will contest.

It is important to remember that, in most cases,
there is no right to a jury trial in a will contest. A will contest
is tried before either a probate judge in a circuit that has
separately designated probate divisions or a general circuit
court judge in counties that have not created a separate pro-
bate division.

. TRUST CONTEST

The use of pour-over wills and revocable trusts to
accomplish testamentary disposition has increased dramati-
cally. While there are many similarities between a will con-
test and trust litigation, there can be substantial differences.
All Florida trusts executed after September 30, 1995, must
be executed by the settlor with the formalities required for
the execution of a will in this state. Chapter 736, Florida
Statutes, establishes a new Florida Trust Code effective as
of July 1, 2007, unless otherwise provided therein. One of
the changes implemented thereby is Florida Statute
§736.0402, which requires a settlor to have capacity to cre-
ate a trust. Moreover, the capacity required to create,
amend or revoke is the same as that required to make a will.
Florida Statute §736.0601. The same elements that apply
to a will contest are applicable to a trust contest. Under
Florida Statute §736.0406 fraud, duress, mistake, or undue
influence may be asserted as grounds to contest the validity



of the trust, in whole or in part. Any part of the trust procured
by such means is void, “but the remainder of the trust not
procured by such means is valid if the remainder is not in-
valid for other reasons.” The considerations pertaining to
proof of fraud, duress, and undue influence in a will contest
are applicable in trust contests.

Will contests or trust contests based on mistakes are
predicated on the testator’s or settlor’'s execution of one in-
strument under the belief that he or she was executing an-
other. In the law of wills, it is virtually impossible to reform a
defectively drafted will or scrivener’s error. Conversely a
landmark Florida appellate case held that a trust with testa-
mentary aspects may be reformed after the death of the sett-
lor for a unilateral drafting mistake as long as the reformation
is not contrary to the interest of the settlor. Judicial modifica-
tions of trusts are now authorized by statute, as are nonjudi-
cial modifications under circumstances designated in the
Florida Trust Code.

One major distinction between the procedural con-
siderations in will contests and trust contests is the method
for commencement. A will contest will be brought in conjunc-
tion with the administration of the estate. A proceeding con-
cerning a trust must be commenced by filing a civil complaint
and is governed by the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure. An
action to contest the validity of all or a part of a trust may not
be commenced until the trust becomes irrevocable. In most
cases, this refers to the death of the settlor, but a trust may in
some circumstances be deemed by a court to be irrevocable
prior to death. For example, if an individual has previously
been adjudicated to be incapacitated in conjunction with a
guardianship proceeding, then an action can be brought by
the guardian of the property of an incapacitated settlor upon
court approval. See, Florida Statutes §8736.0207 and
744.441(11). Because a statutory procedure is available to
file a suggestion of capacity after being adjudged incapaci-
tated, it would be necessary to exclude any possibility of ca-
pacity being restored if a trust contest is commenced prior to
the death of the settlor.

As is the case in will contests, a provision in a trust
instrument purporting to penalize any interested person for
contesting the trust instrument is unenforceable, and the
trustee is required to proceed with the administration of the
trust as if no proceeding had been commenced except no ac-
tion may be taken and no distribution may be made to a ben-
eficiary in contravention of the rights of people who may be
affected by the outcome of the proceeding. Florida Statutes
88736.08165 and 736.1108.

I'1'l. PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS TO AVOID AWILL
OR TRUST CONTEST

It is often said that we live in a litigious society. Evi-
dence of that can easily be seen in the frequent will and trust
contests commenced in Florida. While at first blush it would
appear that the financial motivation for a will or trust contest
is no different in Florida than in any other state, the reason
that these actions appear to be more prevalent in Florida
may be closely linked to the large percentage of retirees in
our population. Some probate or trust litigation may result
from an elderly individual’s reliance on other people to act as
caregivers in the absence of family members located in close
geographic proximity. As the elderly person becomes more
reliant on and trusting in these unrelated individuals, the
caregiver may be the unintended recipient of alleged gifts,
such as a joint bank account established as a survivorship
account for convenience purposes only.

Some of the contests observed in Florida result from
caregivers who condition their continued care of the dece-
dent on being made a beneficiary of their will or trust, and
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more egregious cases result from the caregiver initiating the
process to either amend or change the decedent’s testamen-
tary plan. Prudence would dictate that family members with
elderly parents living in Florida should closely monitor the in-
dividuals who are assisting their parents with their physical
needs or financial affairs to ensure that they are not being
exploited.

In sharp contrast to cases of exploitation of the eld-
erly, will and trust contests may result from a failure to com-
municate the decedent’s estate plan to the natural objects of
his or her bounty. It is not uncommon for a child who is due
to receive a disproportionately small percentage of the estate
in contrast to other similarly situated family members, often
including siblings, to believe that this disparity was the result
of the testator’s or settlor's unsound mind, the exercise of
undue influence, or any of the other statutorily recognized
grounds for a will or trust contest. While many parents prefer
not to discuss the financial details of their estate plan with
their children, their so-called “children” are in many cases
middle-aged individuals with grown children of their own, and
their reactions to being disinherited in part or in full are to be
anticipated. Communicating to one’s heirs the reasoning be-
hind his or her estate plan may in some circumstances re-
duce instances of trust or will contests that would otherwise
result.

As an alternative to—or an addition to—lifetime dis-
closure of a testator’s or settlor’s testamentary scheme prior
to death, actions can be taken to document the reasons why
an heir shall receive a lesser share or no share of the assets
under the will or trust. If circumstances permit, discussions
with the decedent prior to the execution ceremony wherein
the testator or settlor explains why he or she intends to make
certain testamentary or inter vivos dispositions that later
could be called into question may be videotaped and other-
wise recorded, and/or a legal videographer may be hired to
record the execution ceremony. While videotaping pre-exe-
cution discussions or the execution ceremony may be ad-
vantageous, it can also act as a double-edged sword in the
event that anything should be revealed on the audio or video
tape that could later be utilized in support of a will or trust
contest.

In addition to recording discussions with the dece-
dent and/or the execution ceremony, the decedent should
document the reasons for his or her intended testamentary
or inter vivos dispositions with his or her attorney so as to
create a record through the drafter’s file. In cases where it is
anticipated that a challenge may result and testamentary ca-
pacity could become an issue, the testator’s or settlor’s
physician can be asked to attend the execution ceremony
and provide an affidavit as to capacity, or an independent
mental health examination can be conducted before the exe-
cution ceremony. Finally, the attorney should attend the exe-
cution ceremony and, if possible, bring office staff to act as
witnesses to ensure compliance with all the statutory require-
ments for execution.

While lawsuits may always be prevalent in our soci-
ety, giving greater thought to the reactions of your heirs to
your testamentary plan—along with taking appropriate ac-
tions—may help reduce the likelihood of probate or trust liti-
gation after you are gone.



TrialPad

for iPad

Join us for our Launch Party

March 10th, 2011
6:00 to 8:00pm

Broward County Bar Association
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Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 E D :
RSVP at www.trialpad.com/rsvp . e T

Sabadell United Bank is very proud to be the
exclusive Bank Sponsor for the Broward County
Bar Association.

Sabadell United Bank’s unparalleled
commitment to the legal profession goes
beyond providing superior banking services.
We recognize the importance of supporting
outstanding organizations like the BCBA, and
their dedication to the community by ensuring
professional excellence.

Sabadell United Bank “The Lawyers’ Bank”.

Frank Wagner Rossy Rosario

Vice President Assistant Vice President

954 768 5972 954 472 9158
Sabadell United Bank

Fort Lauderdale Banking Center Plantation Banking Center

110 SouthEast 6t Street 150 S Pine Island Road, Suite 100

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 Plantation, Florida 33324

www.sabadellunited.com
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JUDICIAL RECEPTION

(Complimentary for all Members of the Judiciary)

Thursday, May 12, 2011
5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
New River Center Rotunda

200 East Las Olas Boulevard
(Sun-Sentinel Building -- SW corner of Las Olas Blvd. & SE 3rd Ave.)

LEVELS OF SPONSORS

TITLE CONTRIBUTOR
SUPREME CONTRIBUTOR
JUSTICE CONTRIBUTOR
BARRISTER CONTRIBUTOR
SOLICITOR CONTRIBUTOR

All sponsors will also receive their name displaye,
recognition in the BCBA monthly newsletter, t
Title Contributors will receive additional indepe

INDIVIDUAL TICKE

Advance RSVP BCBA Members
Advance RSVP Non-Members
Walk-In Attendees

RSVP by May 5, 2011.

For sponsorship information or to RSVP, please contact:
Shayna M. Reitman, Esq.
Judicial Reception Chairperson
401 East Las Olas Boulevard, Suite 130-533
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
shaynareitman@gmail.com
(954) 760-4040

Checks should be made payable to: Young Lawyers Section.
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West Broward Section of the BCBA

On February 24, recently robed County Court Judge Mindy Solomon gave the attendees of the West
Broward Bar Association’s monthly luncheon a new Judge’s perspective about the transition onto the
bench. The new Board was installed: Michael Rajtar, President; Randy Rosenblum, President-Elect;
Don Fucik, Programming/Publicity Director; and Michael Rothschild, Treasurer/Secretary. The monthly
luncheons are held at noon on the fourth Thursday of every month at the Plantation Preserve Golf Club,
the next being March 24. Upcoming speakers include newly elected Chief Judge Peter Weinstein, Cir-
cuit Judges Susan Greenhawt, Ronald Rothschild, and Michele Towbin Singer, as well as County Court
Judges Jane Fishman, Louis Schiff and Sharon Zeller.

Kenneth Hassett, BCBA Southwest Section Board of Directors and
Frank C. Wagner, Vice President Sabadell United Bank were among the
attendees at the lunch.

Michael A. Rajtar, Esq. West
Broward Section President.
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We are honored and

proud to announce that )

Boss Reporting is the

Exclusive
Court Reporting
Agency forthe
Broward County

Bar Association.

o

FF’R &*nd'hFH Certified Stenographers
Jﬂ're-dlhl'llty ‘Accuracy and Integrity
Validated parking at our (main)

Las Olas office!

10% OFF

FIVE
INVOICES

Call Today (954) 467-6867

info@bossreporting.com ® www.bossreporting.com




College of Commercial Arbitrators

“Managing Your First Arbitration”

Thursday, April 28, 2011
100 SE 2 Avenue, #2300, Miami, Florida, 33131
8:00AM- 4:50PM
CLE Credit. This program has been submitted for Florida Bar CLE credit and AAA ACE credit.

Cost: $195 per person; S 150 for BCBA members; $50 for Full time law students

Please send registration to: AAA, 100 SE 2 Avenue, Suite 2300, Miami, FL 33131

//
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 WEBINARS

Interactive Web Enhanced Unlimited Admission

FREE for BCBA members

ALA has a stellar lineup of quality online education for 2011
featuring eight 60-minute Webinars and three 120-minute Webinars

March 16, 2011
Conflict Resolution: Why Can't Everybody Just Get Along? (CM)**

April 20, 2011
Lockstep to Levels Afier the Dust Settled -
Unlocked, Unloaded, Successful? (L1)*

May 18, 2011
Leasing: The Fine Print Financial Implications (OM)*

June 15, 2011
Communicating Benefits to Reach and Engage Employees (CM)**

: All Webinars will be held at BCBA Offices
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We know you can leap tall legal hurdles in a single brief

i

gnmes tl: your firm’s t:umpmr ngtw!urk
"DON'T BE A HERO.

Data lo=s, hardware failure, and network downtime can be like Kryptonite to the suecess of vour firm. A
Connections For Business, we keep your office network up and ranning (Faster than a speeding bullet) 50 vou can
focus vour efforts on what you do best: serving the needs of your clients. We'll be your hero, so ¥ou can be theirs.

Connections For Business » 954.920.9604 » www.LawFirmTechies.com

IONAL INSURANCE SOLUTION

LA

USI Affinity is the new exclusive
provider of Lawyers’ Professional
Liability for the Broward County
Bar Association.

Faor more than 50 years, cusiomer safisfaction and
hong-term relationships have been the LS] Affinity
hallmarks of success. And moving forward, we are proud

10y he the BOHA s trustedd source for all vour Professional
Liahility needs.

For your FREE quote call
Mike Holland today at 954.607.4108

www.mybarinsurance.com/BCBAliability

AFFINITY ﬁ”w'
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For Lease

Courthouse Place | Downtown Ft. Lauderdale, FL

12 5E Tth Streat (by cormer of Andrews Avenue), Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

MOVING EXPENSES PAID

646 - 6,000+ Sq. Ft. Available

* Walking distance to
Las Olas Boulevard and
Courthouse

» Aggressive deals including
paid moving expenses

* Impressive building
signage opportunity

THE SPACE YOU NEED...TO SUCCEED

BCBA Members;

Con you sing? Can you dance? Are you willing to take o
chance?
Live Review of hon-legal talents

Broward County Bar Associotion’s First Talent Show

Thursday, April 28, 2011
Cinemo Parediso in Fort Lavderdole
e

#

LY

If wou think you have what it takes, contact A Goldberg at
artgi@hrowardbar.org, Carey Fischer at flschiawli@aol.com or Anita
Panli at apaolilaw® comeast,net

Deadiine to sign wp i Aprl 1, 2011

BCBA Young Lawyers’ Section
Monthly Lunch
Thursday, March 24, 2011
Topic: “Big Firm Basics.”

Noon, at the Tower Club in Fort Lauderdale

Shareholders Jason Oletsky of Akerman Senterfitt, Thomas
Aubin of Stearns Weaver Miller, Mike Marcil of Gunster
Yoakley, Paul Ranis of Greenberg Traurig and a partner

with Holland and Knight will participate in a panel discus-
sion on, among other things, the truths and myths of "big
firm" litigation practice in Broward County, practice tips for
associates, self-marketing and business development, and
the importance of community involvement.

Please contact YLS Secretary Ashley Sawyer Smith, Esq.
of Akerman Senterfitt (ashley.sawyer@akerman.com) with
proposed questions for discussion and any additional infor-

mation regarding the luncheon.

Cost: $25.00 per person
To register visit www.browardbar.org/yls.




The Path to Justice
can be Daunting.

We Are Ready.

D

i
i

=

=
m
=%
=
B
m
]
=
=

B il 1
-

ux]
Co
g
(=9

" .

™ - ¥
) lf
g

=
=

j.::?' Farmer, Jaffe, Weissing,
: Edwards, Fistos & Lehrman, P.L.

Co-counseling cases throughout Florida and the LS,
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Class Actions and Mass Torts | Personal Injury | Whistleblowers Claims | Wrongful Death

425 M Andrews Avenue, Suite 2
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

954-524-2820




OFFICE SPACE

FORT LAUDERDALE

HOP, SKIP & A JUMP TO THE COURT-
HOUSE

Don’t look any further....Gorgeous office
space across from the courthouse.

1 or 2 offices available. Call Lea at 954-288-
7447 or reply to lk@thelawdesk.com

FORT LAUDERDALE
Noted Criminal defense attorney seeks ten-

ant(s) to share spacious office suite across
from courthouse. 954-764-6800

FORT LAUDERDALE

Office space available. Modern professional
building. Unique private floor. 2300 sq. ft.
Great location. E Commercial/ Federal Hwy.
Call to see 954-815-4213 or 954-815-3122

PEMBROKE PINES

Office sharing arrangement in class-A build-
ing located by Flamingo Road and Sheridan
Street in Pembroke Pines- great view- fully
furnished- attorney’s office- secretarial area-

conference room- reception area- kitchenette-
rent negotiable- Call 954-385-7282

5353 NORTH FEDERAL
Share luxury office suite with two established
attorneys. 954-491-7500

Howard Seiden
Forensic Document Examination
Signature disputes, handwriting authentication
Board Certified, Twenty years experience
954-980-0830
forensicdocexams@gmail.com
Website: www.forensicdocexams.com

Are You Interested
in Discount
Prices for Access
to
Clerk’s Electronic Docket?

Call BCBA at
954-764-8040
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Need a lawyer?
Get legal advice for these problems:

Criminal matters

Divorce, support and custody
Wills, trusts or probate of estates
Credit problems and bankruptcy
Discrimination or harassment
Injury in a vehicle or at work
Buying a house or condo

Going into business

The Broward County Bar Association
Lawyer Referral Service

A half-hour in-person consultation with a lawyer for a small fee
(FREE for personal injury or malpractice)

Let us find a lawyer to help you

Lawyer referral Service of the Broward County
Bar Association

954-764-8040

An initial half hour consultation with a lawyer convenient
to your home or office practicing in the area of law you
need
9-5 Monday-Friday, except holidays




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Friday, March 4th:

Broward County Bar Association Workers' Compensation Section Presents
Workers Compensation 2011 "Maximize Your Potential" Held at the River-
side Hotel in Fort Lauderdale 11:30 - 5:00 Cocktail Reception to follow at
YOLO $75.00 for BCBA members $90.00 for Non-BCBA members Lunch in-
cluded CLE credits pending Register at: www.browardbar.org/events.

Friday, March 4th:

Broward County Bar Association Blogger’s Breakfast. Learn how to “blog”
from Social Media Marketing Specialist Margaret Grisdela. 8:00a.m. No
charge for BCBA members, $25 for Non-BCBA members. At the Broward
County Bar Association, 1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort Lauderdale. To RSVP log on
to: www.browardbar.org/events.

Saturday, March 5th:

4 Hour Minor Guardianship Class. 9:00a.m.- 1:00p.m. Norma B. Howard
Bar Center, 1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort Lauderdale. Cost: $100. Attorneys wel-
come, approved by the Florida Bar for CLE Credits. To sign up please con-
tact Tish at 954-764-8040 Ext. 200.
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Saturday, March 5th:

ASFMA Annual Educational Seminar. WHY CAN'T WE ALL GET ALONG: A
MEDIATION PRIMER. 9:00a.m.- 5:00p.m.. Marriott North Hotel, 6650 North
Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 (954) 771-0440. Breakfast,
Breaks and lunch included! 9 CME/CLE's applied for including 2 Ethics/ 2 Domestic Vio-
lence/ 1 Diversity. ASFMA contact: asfmal@gmail.com.

Tuesday, March 8th:
BCBA Board of Directors Meeting. 5:15p.m. BCBA Offices, 1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort Laud-
erdale.

Thursday, March 10th:

Trial Pad Launch Party presented by Kaufman Rossin & Co. 6:00 to 8:00p.m. At the
Broward County Bar Association, 1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort Lauderdale, FL. RSVP at
www.trialpad.com/rsvp.

Thursday, March 10th:

Broward County Bar Association's Real Property Section Restructuring Mortgage Debt in
Chapter 13. 2.0 CLE credits available Broward County Bar Association Norma B.
Howard Center 1051 SE 3rd Ave Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 11:30 -12:00 registration
12:00-1:30 lunch and program $15 for members of Broward Bar Association $25 for
non-members. To RSVP visit www.browardbar.org/events.

Monday, March 14th:

Broward County Bar Association Legislative Affairs Committee Presents a CLE Lunch
and Learn. Topic: “2011 Court Funding and Related Issues”, Speaker: Jesse H. Diner.
BCBA Conference Center. Noon. $10 for members of the BCBA, $20 for Non-members.
CLE Credits pending. RSVP by calling Traci at 954-764-8040 Ext. 2 or online at
www.browardbar.org/events.

Tuesday, March 15th:

Stephen R. Booher Inn of Court Dinner Meeting with Judge Rosemary Barkett. Renais-
sance Hotel, 1617 SE 17th Street Causeway, Fort Lauderdale. No Charge to Inn of Court
Members - $55- Non Members / $45 Students, Governmental and Judiciary. Contact:
Traci Lewis, Administrator at tracilewis@bellsouth.net.

Tuesday, March 15th:
BCBA Bench and Bar Committee Meeting. Noon. BCBA Offices, 1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort
Lauderdale.

Wednesday, March 16th:

Solo/ Small Law Firm Networking Dinner. This event is exclusively for attorneys in law
firms of four attorneys or less. 6:00pm Cocktail Reception - 7:00pm Dinner

Dave & Busters Hollywood 3000 Oakwood Blvd. $35 Members, $50 Non-Members. If
you are interested in being a guest speaker, please e-mail traci@browardbar.org. This
event usually sells out, please make your reservations early.

Wednesday, March 23rd:

Broward County Bar Association's ADR Section Presents Mediation Lunch & Learn CLE
credits applied for. Broward County Bar Association Norma B. Howard Center 1051 SE
3rd Ave Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 11:30 -12:00 registration 12:00-1:30 lunch and pro-
gram $15 for members of Broward Bar Association $25 for non-members. To RSVP
visit www.browardbar.org/events.

Thursday, March 24th:
West Broward Luncheon. 12:00-1:30. Plantation Preserve Golf Course, 7050 W.
Broward Blvd., Plantation. Cost: $25 if registered by prior to 3/23/2011, $30 pay at the

door, judiciary: complimentary. To RSVP log on to: www.browardbar.org/events.

Thursday, March 24th:

South Broward Bar Association Third Annual Installation Dinner. At the Signature Grand
in Davie. Keynote Speaker is Florida Supreme Court Justice Jorge Labarga. 6:00p.m.
cocktail reception and sponsor expo. Dinner and program starts at 7:00p.m. CLE credit
applied for. $75.00 for SBBA members; $95.00 for non-members and guests; Compli-
mentary for judges and their guests. RSVP to 954-924-8441.

Thursday, March 24th:
YLS Monthly Luncheon. “Big Firm Basics”. Noon. Tower Club in Fort Lauderdale. $25
per person, register online at: www.browardbar.org/yls.

Saturday, March 26th:

8 Hour Adult Guardianship Class. 9:00a.m.- 5:00p.m. Norma B. Howard Bar Center,
1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort Lauderdale. Cost: $180. Guardian for anyone over the age of
18. Attorneys welcome, approved by the Florida Bar for CLE Credits. To sign up please
contact Tish at 954-764-8040 Ext. 200.

Tuesday, March 29th: BCBA Publicity Committee Meeting. Noon. BCBA Offices, 1051
SE 3rd Ave., Fort Lauderdale.

Wednesday, March 30th:
BCBA Membership Committee Meeting. Noon. Broward County Bar Association office.

Thursday, April 7th:

South Broward Bar Monthly Luncheon. 12:00p.m. at The Ark Restaurant. Luncheon
speaker The recently elected Chief Judge of the 17th Judicial Circuit, The Hon. Peter
Weinstein. For more information or to RSVP call 954-924-8441.

Saturday, April 9th:

The 9th Annual YLS Bowl-A-Thon. 5:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. Manor Lanes,
1517 NE 26th Street, Wilton Manors. See more information on page 9 of
Barrister.

Saturday, April 9th:

4 Hour Minor Guardianship Class. 9:00a.m.- 1:00p.m. Norma B. Howard
Bar Center, 1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort Lauderdale. Cost: $100. Attorneys wel-
come, approved by the Florida Bar for CLE Credits. To sign up please con-
tact Tish at 954-764-8040 Ext. 200.

Wednesday, April 13th:

Stephen R. Booher Inn of Court Dinner Meeting. Renaissance Hotel, 1617
SE 17th Street Causeway, Fort Lauderdale. Contact: Traci Lewis, Adminis-
trator at tracilewis@bellsouth.net. No Charge to Inn of Court Members -
$55- Non Members / $45 Students, Governmental and Judiciary.

Thursday, April 14th:

Broward County Bar Association’s Alternative Dispute Resolution Section
Presents "How to Avoid an Impasse - What Attorneys and Mediators
Should Know. CLE credits applied for Broward County Bar Association.
Norma B. Howard Center 1051 SE 3rd Ave Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316.
11:30 -12:00 registration 12:00-1:30 lunch and program. $15 for mem-
bers of Broward Bar Association $25 for non-members.
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Saturday, April 16th:

8 Hour Adult Guardianship Class. 9:00a.m.- 5:00p.m. Norma B. Howard
Bar Center, 1051 SE 3rd Ave., Fort Lauderdale. Cost: $180. Guardian for
anyone over the age of 18. Attorneys welcome, approved by the Florida Bar for CLE
Credits. To sign up please contact Tish at 954-764-8040 Ext. 200.
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It’s that time again...
Don’t forget to renew your BCBA membership dues!
Members receive the following benefits:

Opportunity to join BCBA’s Lawyer Referral Service

Discounted CLE Seminars

FREE CLE during your reporting period

Member discounts at local vendors

Solo Small Practice networking opportunities

Annual special events and activities

Special discounts for BCBA Members on Clerk Access Points
Receive our monthly newsletter ‘The Barrister’

View our monthly calendar covering the entire legal community
Receive a membership card annually upon renewal

Fill out your renewal application on our website:
www.browardbar.org/application

RESOLUTIONS INC...

DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROFESSIOMNALS

Rhonda Hollander, Ezqg.
ADR Chairpersan,
EBroward Bar Assnc.

Professionalizm,
Integrity, Objectivity...

Finding more efactive and
cost efficient ways for
resolving disputes.

We have over 20 Mediators & Arbitrators, with
diverse expertise, available to assist you in
satting your dispute.

MEDIATION
ARBITRATION
ARBITRATION. MEDIATION HYBRIDS
954 523 _3BBH

23 5V sl Ave. Dania Beach Florida
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