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St. Thomas More Society of South Florida
18th Annual Red Mass, Reception & Dinner

Thursday, May 24, 2007

Red Mass Celebrated by Archbishop John C. Favalora
6:00 P.M.

St. Anthony Catholic Church
901 N.E. 2nd Street

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Complimentary Reception - 7:30 P.M.
Dinner - 8:30 P.M.

Marriott Harbor Beach Resort
3030 Holiday Drive

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Guest Speaker:   Florida Governor Charlie Crist

$ 65.00 per person

Limited Seating/Reservations only/Make Reservations and send checks now.

Mail Checks, made payable to ÒSt. Thomas More SocietyÓ, to:

Donald A. Wich, Jr., Esq.
WICH, WICH & WICH, P.A.

2400 East Commercial Blvd., Suite # 620 Coastal Tower
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ST. THOMAS MORE SOCIETY, VISIT
THE WEBSITE AT WWW.REDMASS.COM.   FOR RED MASS INFORMATION

CALL 954-776-1600
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Monday, April 2 
Traffic Magistrate Luncheon from 12:00p.m.-2:00p.m. at the
Broward County Bar Association (Norma B. Howard) 1051
SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale

Monday, April 9
Florida Grievance Committee meeting(17G) at 2:00p.m.
Broward County Bar Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort
Lauderdale

Wednesday, April 11
Free Lunch and Learn Seminar presented by Myles German,
financial advisor from 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m. at the Broward
County Bar Association(Norma B. Howard Center) 1051 SE
3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale  Lunch to be provided. For
information, please call Myles German. (561) 961-9311 or
visit www.MylesGerman.com

Thursday, April 12
Florida Bar CLE -Eviction Nuts & Bolts Seminar at the Broward Bar
Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale. Register through the
Florida Bar

Tuesday, April 17
Florida Grievance Committee meeting(17H) at 2:00p.m. Broward
County Bar Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale

Wednesday, April 18
Association of South Florida Mediators and Arbitrators Roundtable
Discussion, 12:45p.m.-2:00p.m., Broward County Courthouse, Room
411, 201 SE 6th Street Topic- ÒPermanency Options & Other
Dependency ChangesÓ Hostess: Karen Zann, Esq.

Thursday, April 19
Young Lawyers Section elections will take place at noon at the Tower
Club. The price is now $25.00 per person due to an increase in costs by
the Tower Club. In order to run for the Board, you must be a member of
the Broward County Bar Association.  If you are interested in running for
a position on the Board of Directors, you can contact Anne Ogden at

(954) 636-0000 or ogden@bktriallaw.com or President-Elect, Chiris D.
Connally at connally@bktriallaw.com

Friday, April 20 
Young Lawyers Section is having a Wine and Beer tasting at Crown Wine
& Spirits located at 1030 N.E. 15th Avenue, Fort Lauderdale. The event
will be from 6:00p.m.-8:00p.m.  It will include a variety of wine, beer
and appetizers. You must be over 21 years of age. Cost: $25.00 RVSP to
the BCBA.

Wednesday, April 25
Broward County Women Lawyers Administrative Professional Luncheon
at the Tower Club from 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m. For further information,
please call Priya Onore (954) 476-5355

Saturday, April 28
ÒProfessional Guardianship 40 Training CourseÓ at the Broward County
Bar Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL
from 8:30a.m.-5:30p.m. Instructor: Michelle Kenney, RG-NGF, CMC
If you cannot make this class, other dates that the class will be given:
5/5, 5/12, 5/19, 5/26/2007  **** The goals of the class are: to cover
basic education on guardianship core competencies to establish a
foundation of knowledge and understanding necessary to become a
professional guardian.****
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CALENDAR OFEVENTS

Tuesday, May 1 ADR Section Presents Arbitration Seminar
The CLE/lunch with panel of Judges, Judge Jay Spechler, Judge Robert
Lee, and Judge Lisa Trachman discussing for one hour all of the
problems and benefits of arbitration in the county court
Cost: $15.00 RSVP 954-764-8040

Friday May 4th Law Day Luncheon
Tower Club 28th Floor One Financial Plaza
Cost $35 RSVP to BCBA at (954) 764-8040 Speaker:To Be Announced

Thursday, May 3
Young Lawyers Section will be hosting the Judicial Reception at the Sun-
Sentinel building. All judges and magistrates who serve Broward County
are invited guests. There are sponsorships available. Individual tickets
are $35.00 for BCBA members and $45.00 for non-members.  Please see
the registration form in the Barrister or contact Scott Chitoff at
scott.chitoff@brinkleymorgan.comfor more information. Please RSVP to
the BCBA at (954) 764-8040

Monday, May 7 
Florida Grievance Committee(17G) 2:00p.m. at the Broward Bar
Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale

Tuesday, May 8
Luncheon meeting at the Tower Club from 11:30a.m.-1:15p.m. Topic:
ÒAnnual Legislative Update, 2007Ó. Speaker: Sharon Press, Esq.,
Director of the Dispute Resolution Center

Thursday, May 10
Florida Bar CLE Seminar - New Land Trust Act at the Broward Bar
Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort Lauderdale Register through the
Florida Bar

Tuesday, May 15
Association of South Florida Mediators and Arbitrators
Board Meeting at the Broward County Bar Association 1051 SE 3rd
Avenue, Fort Lauderdale at 5:30p.m.

Wednesday, May 16
Free Lunch and Learn Seminar presented by Myles German, financial
advisor from 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m. at the Broward County Bar
Association(Norma B. Howard Center) 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort
Lauderdale  Lunch to be provided. For information, please call Myles
German. (561) 961-9311 or visit www.MylesGerman.com

Thursday, May 17
Construction Law Committee Meeting 12:00p.m.-1:30p.m. at
the Broward County Bar Association 1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Fort
Lauderdale Lunch will be served at the cost of $10.00. RSVP
to lcherubin@smithcurrie.com  Member and non-members are
welcome. For more information, contact Brian A. Wolf, at
954-761-8700

Thursday, May 24
St. Thomas More Society of South Florida is having their 18th
Annual Red Mass, Reception & Dinner. Complimentary
Reception- 7:30p.m. Dinner-8:30p.m. Marriot Harbor Beach
Resort 3030 Holiday Drive, Fort Lauderdale, FL   Guest
Speaker: Florida Governor Charlie Crist 
Cost to attend: $65.00  Mail checks, made payable to ÒSt.
Thomas More SocietyÓ to: Donald A. Wich, Jr., Esq. WICH,
WICH & WICH, P.A. 2400 East Commercial Boulevard, Suite
#620, Coastal Tower, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
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For a short time in February, Broward County,
Florida, mainly the Broward County Courthouse,
became the media attraction of the world. Which one
of us, whether we be Judges, Officers of the Court or
Courthouse employees, would have desired to appear
in this spectacle?  I would not be among the ones
interested.  However, a certain responsibility came
upon one of our Circuit Court Judges, Judge Larry
Seidlin, one of the longest serving and most

distinguished Broward County Judges in the history of the Bench.

Why the media frenzy is a question that is way beyond me and one which I
cannot answer.  What is even scarier than the media frenzy is the thought of
the weak mentality of this nation absorbed in this soap opera.  More attention
was given to this than to worthier causes such as how to begin to end the war
in Iraq or progress in finding a cure for cancer. More attention was given to this
than the death of a President.  I for one did not get caught up in this exhibition
and did not and could not make it the main event of my week. However, one
could not help but reading it in the newspaper and watching it play out on
television and talking about it among family and colleagues and co-workers.
On a bright note, I was glad to see that some newspapers gave the annual
Broward County Science Fair for Junior High and High School students equal
front page billing.

Who is to say how the media would have portrayed any other Judge who may
have presided over this case?  I applaud the many lawyers who appeared on
television and in the newspaper who spoke the truth-that he is the real Judge
Seidlin, he is being himself and he is not acting or pretending. The vast
majority of the critics were not the lawyers who have practiced before him. 

A major topic of concern these days is being politically correct, PC, as many of
us refer to it. Diplomatic is how my generation and I have referred to this type
of class.  Perhaps the television anchors and personalities of the major networks
are better groomed to be PC and perhaps, Judge Seidlin may not have chosen
the most PC words throughout the proceeding and he himself said he wishes he
chose some of his words differently; but he certainly is a good and honest Judge
whose decisions are sound and based on what is right. He spoke from his heart
without hesitation or deceit and without malice toward those in his Courtroom.
He sought truth and justice and that is exactly what he got.

Some fun may have been poked at Judge Larry, but none of us can deny that
he has been a friend to the Courthouse and attorneys for nearly three decades.
Which one of us can say that he is not fair and likeable?  He treats lawyers as
officers of the Court with respect, dignity and, yes, humor, especially when our
clients are present with us in the Courtroom. He has lifted us up and praised
us in front of each other and in front of our clients, and I doubt that there is
one of us who can say he has ever degraded or humiliated us.

He makes you feel good to be a lawyer.

Judge Seidlin was already a County Court Judge when I was admitted to the
Bar nearly 28 years ago; he was a single man without a family. And now, a
quarter of a century later, he has a wife and young daughter who love and
support him. His child knows who her father is, just as the child in this matter
will someday be seeking to know as well. Some believe that this proceeding was
given too much attention or took too long. But all the parties were given the
opportunity to have their day in Court. Remember, in this country, there are
still two fundamental freedoms which stand tall: freedom of speech and
freedom of press.  We can chose to stand by each other or abandon each other;
I chose to stand together when the decision is right.  We must stick together in
this time and not downgrade what transpired as it was done the best we could
do with no preparation or notice of the impending event. 

The late Honorable Stephen J. Booher referred to Larry Seidlin as the most
compassionate Judge sitting on the Broward County Bench. After hearing the
ruling, we all know that that is true. I agree with Larry King on what he said
about our Judge Larry Seidlin, ÒI like him.Ó

In recent events I want to thank Christopher Neilson, our Secretary-Treasurer
for Chairing the Retired Judges Dinner. This year we honored Judge Miette
Burnstein and Judge George Brescher. Both have been outstanding public
servants. In addition to being long-time Judges, Judge Burnstein served as our
first woman Circuit and Chief Judge. Judge Brescher also served as our Sheriff
of Broward County.  May God bless you both and we look forward to seeing you
soon. 

The elections for Officers and Board of the Directors of the Bar are upon us. We
have had a great number of very qualified and diverse individuals running.  We
are all very proud of the candidates.  Many are running for the Board for the
first time and all have shown tremendous desire to serve.  Good luck!

I wish all us, my fellow sisters and brothers of the Bar and legal community, a
continued year of health, happiness and success. Remember to contact either
Art Goldberg at the Bar Center or me personally if you are interested in serving
as an attorney-mentor.  Keep up the good work for our Bar Association and
community!

PRESIDENTÕS MESSAGE  by Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr. 

MESSAGE FROM BROWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
YOUNG LAWYERSÕ SECTIONby Anne D. Ogden

April is election month for the Board of Directors for
the Young Lawyers Section (ÒYLSÓ) of the Broward
County Bar Association (ÒBCBAÓ).  Elections will take
place during our April 19, 2007 noon luncheon at the
Tower Club.  The price of lunch has gone up to $25.00
per person due to an increase in costs from the Tower
Club.  Please R.S.V.P. to the BCBA at 954.764.8040.
In order to run for a place on the Board of Directors

you must be a member of the Broward County Bar Association.  Young Lawyers
qualify as anyone under the age of 36 as of the beginning of the BCBA fiscal
year, which is June 1, 2007, thus, you must not be 36 as of that date.  You are
also a Young Lawyer, regardless of age, if you have been practicing for five years
or less.  If you are interested in running for a position on the Board of Directors
you can contact me or our President-Elect, Chris D. Connally at
connally@bktriallaw.com.

We would also like to welcome our first Judicial Liaison, Judge Stacy Ross.
Judge Ross was appointed as our Judicial Liaison in March and her position was
announced at our March luncheon.  We look forward to working closely with her
in the upcoming months.

Please join us for our inaugural Wine and Beer tasting at Crown Wine & Spirits
located at 1030 N.E. 15th Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale.  The event will be from 6:00
- 8:00 p.m. on April 20, 2007, and will include a variety of wine, beer and

appetizers for $25.00 per person.  You must be 21 years old to attend.  Please
R.S.V.P. to the BCBA at 954.764.8040.  There will be no happy hour this month
at Tarpon Bend.

On May 3, 2007 we will be hosting the YLS Judicial Reception at the Sun-
Sentinel Building.  It promises to be a fun filled night with lots of food and
drinks for all.  All Judges and Magistrates who serve Broward County are invited
as our guests.  We have sponsorship opportunities available.  Individual tickets
are available for $35.00 for BCBA members and $45.00 for non-members.
Please see the registration from in this issue of the Barrister or contact Scott
Chitoff at scott.chitoff@brinkleymorgan.com for more information.  Please
R.S.V.P to the BCBA at 954.764.8040.

We would like to thank Brenda Di Ioia for the CLE lunch she provided for us in
March.  She is an excellent speaker, both entertaining and informative.
Additionally, we would like to recognize our Bowl-A-Thon Committee Chair,
Bart  Ostrzenski for the fabulous job he did with the Bowl-A-Thon this year.  We
would also like to thank Manor Lanes for supporting this event.  Last but not
least, we would like to thank St. Thomas and their alumni for an excellent
happy hour last month.  

Remember, you never have to be young, or a lawyer to attend any of our events.
As always, should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact me.  Anne D. Ogden (954) 626.0000 ogden@bktriallaw.com

A Word About Mentoring

BCBA President Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr. has announced that establishing a
local Mentoring Program will be the focus of the remainder of his term.
Anyone interested should contact Victor at 954.929.6666 or email him at
vdebianchi@aol.com or email Art Goldberg at artg@browardbar.org

April 2007
Small/Solo Networking Luncheons

April 11 Fort Lauderdale
April 13 Hollywood

April 18 Coral Springs
April 23 Plantation
April 20, Weston

April 26 Lighthouse Point
See Page 4 of this issue of Barrister for 

luncheon dates, times and contact information.
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APRIL SOLO / SMALL LAW FIRM
NETWORKING LUNCHES

Hollywood
The Ark

6355 Stirling Rd.
Friday, April 13, 2007

at 12:00 PM
RSVP by phoning Stephen Ziegler, Esq.

(954) 761-1605

Plantation
Olive Garden

807 S. University Drive
(Fountains Plaza)

Monday, April 23, 2007
at 12:00 PM

RSVP by phoning John Rizvi, Esq.
(954) 452-0033

Weston
Max’s Grille

2210 Weston Road
Friday, April 20, 2007

at 12:00 PM
RSVP by phoning Evan Baron, Esq.

(954) 385-9160

Fort Lauderdale
Bimini Boat Yard    New Time

1555 SE 17th Street
Wednesday, April 11, 2007

at 12:00 PM
RSVP by phoning Beth Lindie, Esq.

(954) 764-5400

Coral Springs
Olive Garden

1555 N. University Drive
Wednesday, April 18, 2007

at 12:00 PM
RSVP by phoning Evan Ostfeld, Esq.

(954) 227-7529

Lighthouse Point
Fifth Avenue Grill

4650 N. Federal Highway
Thursday, April 26, 2007

at 12:00
RSVP by phoning Jesse Lieberman, Esq.

(954) 596-9944
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1. Consumer Law/Litigation Privilege

Echevarria, McCalla, Raymer , et al. v. Cole,

32 Fla. L. Weekly S64 (Fla. February 1, 2007).

The supreme court has held that the litigation privilege applies in all causes of
action, statutory as well as common law.  That privilege, which affords absolute
immunity to any act occurring during the course of a judicial proceeding, was
thus held to apply to an action based on the Consumer Collection Practices Act.  

2. Dissolution of Mar riage/Attor ney's Fees

Sell v. Sell,

32 Fla. L. Weekly D455 (Fla. 3rd DCA February 14, 2007).

Where a final judgment of dissolution provided for payment of the former wife's
fees and costs from the marital assets, including the proceeds from the sale of
the marital home, the fact that the property was designated as homestead before
the divorce did not bar imposition of an attorney's fee lien on the marital
property distributed to one of the spouses.  The Third District emphasized that
the lien was justified where the fees were incurred as a direct result of the former
husband's contemptuous conduct.

3. Medical Malpractice/V icarious Liability

Carnival Corporation v . Carlisle,

32 Fla. L. Weekly S81 (Fla. February 15, 2007).

Answering a certified question from the Third District, the supreme court held
that a cruise line is not vicariously liable for the medical malpractice of the
shipboard doctor, committed on a ship's passenger.  The court determined that
it must apply federal principles of maritime law in answering that question.

4. Preservation of Er ror/ ÒSend A MessageÓ Argument

Ocwen Financial Corporation v . Kidder ,

32 Fla. L. Weekly D510 (Fla. 4th DCA February 21, 2007).

Although defendant objected several times when plaintiff violated an order in
limine, and the court sustained its objection, it did not move for a mistrial.  The
Fourth District held that it failed to preserve that issue for review, rejecting
defendant's argument that an amendment to the evidence code eliminated the
requirement that a motion for mistrial be made when an objection is sustained.
The Fourth District also held that cases prohibiting Òconscience of communityÓ
arguments do not apply in punitive damage cases.

5. Procedur e/Relief fr om Judgment

Paladin Pr oper ties v. Family and Investment Enterprises,

32 Fla. L. Weekly D432 (Fla. 2nd DCA February 9, 2007).

While a successor judge may revisit a final judgment entered by a predecessor
judge when there is a proper rule 1.540 motion, the successor judge may relieve
a party from a final judgment based on mistake or inadvertence, but not from
judicial errors.  Such errors may be corrected only by way of an appeal.  Since
the alleged mistake in entering a default judgment arose from a judicial error,
the successor judge abused his discretion in setting it aside.

6. Product Liability/Asbestos

Daimler Chr ysler Corporation v . Hurst,

32 Fla. L. Weekly D387 (Fla. 3rd DCA February 7, 2007).

The Third District held that the Asbestos and Silica Compensation Fairness Act
may properly be applied retroactively, and that it was procedural in nature.  The
Act requires that a person who smokes may not bring an asbestosis claim based
upon cancer of the lung, etc., in the absence of a prima facie showing that
exposure to asbestos was a substantial contributing factor to that condition.  The
court held that retroactive application of the Act did not divest plaintiff of a
substantive vested right.

RECENT
DEVELOPMENTS
IN THE LAW
by Nancy Little Hoffmann

The Broward Barrister is published by the Broward County Bar Association as 
apart of our commitment to provide membership with information relating to 
issues and concerns on the local level. Opinions and positions expressed in the
signed materials are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the

views of this publication or the Broward County Bar Association.
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