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letter from the president

BCBA - Become a Member and Change 
Your Life

When I passed the Bar I thought there 
were two absolutes: that you must become 
a member of the Florida Bar, and that you 
must also become a member of the Broward 
County Bar Association. I was aware of the 
BCBA even before I became an attorney. 
While interning at the State Attorney’s 
Office, and later clerking at a Broward 
County law firm, I would hear stories 
from the attorneys I worked with about 
the BCBA functions they attended. Judges 
I appeared in front of would mention that 
they were speaking at a BCBA seminar, or 
ask me if I was attending a BCBA event. I 
longed for the time when I would pass the 
Bar and be able to join this exciting world 

called the Broward County Bar Association. 

My naiveté turned out to be life-changing for me. Once I joined, I quickly realized the 
benefits of BCBA membership. I attended seminars where I learned the latest case law 
updates. I met attorneys in my field of practice who I could consult with, and attorneys 
who would refer me business. I had the opportunity to sit next to judges at luncheons 
and mingle with them at receptions! I duplicated an ethics and professionalism seminar 
that had been presented at the BCBA for a national organization I belong to, and received 
complimentary comments for years along with invitations for return engagements. Best 
of all, I was encouraged by a BCBA leaders to run for a board position with the Young 
Lawyers Section. Thus began 20 year journey into BCBA leadership which has led me 
to the position of its president, which at least in its infancy stages, has been an extremely 
rewarding experience.  

Now, becoming a BCBA member is easier than ever before. No longer does one have to 
wait until becoming a licensed attorney before joining the BCBA. Membership starts in 
law school, at no cost to the law student. In addition, an attorney’s first year of practice is 
free. There are more events one can choose to attend, ranging from the customary seminars 
for CLE credit to Masters of Trial workshops, and Bar at the Bar events to “Sweatworking” 
with the Young Lawyers Section. BCBA members can assist with planning for the Bench 
& Bar Conventions, submit articles for publication in our Barrister, help produce seminars, 
serve as a mentor, or participate in the development of a social event. Of course, none of 
this would be possible without the guidance from the board of directors and the exceptional 
staff at the BCBA led by our Braulio Rosa, executive director; Bonnie, Ross, assistant 
executive director; Lauren Riegler, event and CLE coordinator; Patricia Hernandez, 
membership coordinator; Debbie Rivero, bookkeeper; and the great people who help run 
our Lawyer Referral Service: Lyssette Bedon, Malaine Moran, and Ana Balcazar. 

Whether by accident or design, I hope that once you become a member of the BCBA, you 
remain a member. That is one of my goals as BCBA President; to ensure that every member 
receives value in their membership. I invite you to reach out to our staff or to me if you 
have a suggestion, if you want to help, and even if you have a complaint. This is YOUR 
organization, and we are here to make sure that we provide the best service to our members. 
Who knows, it might even be life changing for you.   

Robin S. Moselle

2014 - 2015
BCBA Officers

Robin S.  Moselle - President
Charles A. Morehead III - President Elect

Thomas D. Oates - Treasurer
Edwina V. Kessler - Secretary

John G. Jordan - Past President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 NORTHEAST
Michael I. Kean

M. Ross Shulmister
Jerome R. Siegel

NORTHWEST
Evan M. Ostfeld

WEST
Donald E. Fucik
Gary M. Singer

Russell Miller Thompson

CENTRAL
Jamie Finizio Bascombe

William R. Clayton
Michael A. Fischler

Jose Izquierdo
Michael D. Leader

Alison F. Smith
Robert C.L. Vaughan

SOUTHEAST
Michael A.  Rajtar
Jeffrey Solomon

Laura Varela

SOUTHWEST
Kimberly A. Gilmour

JUDICIAL REPRESENTATIVE
The Honorable Martin J. Bidwill

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Braulio N. Rosa
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letter from the young lawyers’ president

The Young Lawyers’ Section (YLS) of the 
BCBA strives to enhance the educational 
and professional advancement of less ex-
perienced attorneys. It is deeply rooted in 
the section’s mission to give back to our 
community through various events and 
charitable donations. Since my time on 
the Young Lawyers’ Section board of di-
rectors, I have seen the impact our orga-
nization has made on young attorneys and 
Broward County. Like my predecessors, I 
have experienced the rapid growth of YLS 
and its diverse membership base.

As we move into 2015-2016, it is clear 
YLS has become an integral part of the 
BCBA. No longer is there a mindset of 
simply asking younger attorneys to sit at 
the table, but rather, it is the new lawyer 

who is helping shape how our profession will advance through this ever-changing tech-
nological age. It is the new lawyer who is taking on leadership roles, engaging in speak-
ing events, advocating vigorously for a client, and molding the future of the BCBA. YLS 
has become an integral vehicle in the community for any associate, partner, law student, 
or judge to promote our profession, and is an organization in which our community can 
hold in high regard.

I am humbled by this honor to serve as the Young Lawyers’ Section president, and relish 
the opportunity to make a difference. Past YLS Boards have raised the bar, and this year’s 
YLS Board, which is comprised of 12 dedicated and ambitious young lawyers, as well as 
Kelly Vogt president-elect; Todd Baker, treasurer; and Sara Sandler secretary, certainly 
have tremendous shoes to fill. Most notably, YLS thrived under the leadership of its past 
president, Liza Smoker Faw. More than ever, our events have yielded renowned success, 
and participation from the legal and non-legal community alike has distinguished YLS 
from any other voluntary bar association. The creation of the YLS Boot Camp , for ex-
ample, has sparked new lawyers and law students’ interest in developing their legal skills. 
Our Breakfast with the Judiciary and Judicial Reception provides one on one access to 
our judiciary. The YLS Golf Tournament, Holiday-in-February and numerous charitable 
events have raised thousands of dollars and brought awareness to local charities. I am 
proud to say that our group has truly made a difference in the legal profession and local 
community.

This year, with the assistance of Braulio Rosa and his staff at the BCBA, and joint efforts 
with Robin Moselle, BCBA president, YLS seeks to climb new heights. If you are under 
the age of 36, practicing less than five years, or a law student, I invite you to reach out to 
me or anyone of the YLS board of directors to join our mission to better our profession 
and community. Help shape the future of Broward County’s ever growing legal profes-
sion and come serve the community which has provided us all so many opportunities in 
our legal careers. I know you will find it to be a rewarding and beneficial experience.

I look forward to serving the community and our profession this upcoming year as the 
YLS president. To get involved with any of our events, or to serve on a committee, please 
contact me at 954-847-4920 or jmwank@mdwcg.com. 

2014-2015 BCBA
Young Lawyers’ Section

OFFICERS
Jeffrey M. Wank - President

Kelly M. Vogt  - President Elect
Todd L. Baker - Treasurer

Sara M. Sandler - Secretary
Liza Smoker Faw - Past President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jamie D. Alman

Lauren M. Alperstein
Omar Giraldo

Jeffrey Hegewald
Renita Henry

Lindsay Massillon
Brent Reitman
Emily Romano
Eric S. Rosen

Anthony H. Quackenbush
H. Seth Rosenthal
Stacy R. Weissman

JUDICIAL REPRESENTATIVES
The Honorable Robert Diaz
The Honorable Stacy Ross

Walter G. “Skip” Campbell
954.763.8181

 
Lorna E. Brown-Burton

954.463.8322
 

Jay Cohen
954.763.6939

 
Adam Glenn Rabinowitz

954.764.7060
 

Diana Santa Maria
954.434.1077

Jeffrey M. Wank
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The Computer Abuse and Data Recov-
ery Act, Fla.Stat. §668.801 (“CADRA”) 
(effective October 1, 2015) establishes 
a new civil action against unauthorized 
persons, such as computer hackers, who 
damage business computers or online 
data storage systems which contain busi-
ness information. CADRA is limited to 
business computer hardware and busi-
ness information stored in computers or 
online, in the cloud, on the Internet. If 
a hacker or a terminated employee takes 
data and causes damage, the business 
owner can sue under CADRA and recov-
er damages and obtain injunctive relief.

The data or software must “protected” 
under CADRA with a password, access 
control, security system, key fob or lock, 
biometric identifier (fingerprint, retina 
scan), or other technological access de-
vice (a “TAB”)(defined as “protected” 
computers and data). 

The CADRA actor must: “knowingly 
and with intent to cause harm or loss: 
(1) obtain[] information from protected 
computer without authorization and, as a 
result, cause[] harm or loss; (2) cause[] 
the transmission of a program, code or 
command to a protected computer with-
out authorization and .... cause[] harm or 
loss; or (3) traffic[] in any technological 
access barrier through which access to 
a protected computer may be obtained 
without authorization”. Liability is based 
upon harm and loss to the business own-
er. 

CADRA specifies “authorized users” 

and others “without authorization.”  An 
authorized user is a “director, officer, 
employee, third party agent, contractor, 
or consultant of the owner [a “DOE3”] 
... [who] is given express permission 
by the owner ... to access the protected 
computer” through a TAB. DOE3s are 
not authorized if they are “terminated” 
by the owner or “upon cessation of em-
ployment, affiliation or agency.” An act 
“without authorization” is one where 
the actor: (a) is not an authorized user; 
(b) steals a TAB; or (c) “circumvent[s] 
a technological access barrier [“TAB”] 
on a protected computer without the ex-
press or implied permission of the own-
er.” Some passwords are not effective 
controls (e.g., 1234; password; admin). 
Therefore, a CADRA “without authori-
zation” TAB circumvention “does not 
include circumventing a technological 
measure that does not effectively control 
access to the protected computer or the 
information stored in the protected com-
puter.”

As for remedies, the business owner can 
recover: actual damages, lost profits, 
economic damages, violator’s profits, 
loss due to impairment of the data-code, 
harm due to denial of access, damage as-
sessment costs, remediation costs, and 
damages for interruption of SAAS ser-

vice. An injunction permits recovery of 
originals and all copies of the data-pro-
gram. Attorneys’ fees are available to the 
prevailing party. 

In the past, practitioners employed the 
Florida Computer Crimes Act, Fla. Stat. 
§ 815.01, and the Federal Computer 
Fraud and Abuse Act, 18 U.S.C. § 1030 
(“CFAA”), which are criminal statutes 
with an appended civil remedy. The 
CFAA’s scope has been called into ques-
tion by several contradictory appellate 
court cases primarily over the meaning 
of “authorized access.” Florida’s Com-
puter Crimes Act is not effective because 
a civil action can only be brought after a 
conviction by the State.

For more information, attend the up-
coming CLE luncheon, Florida’s New 
Computer Abuse and Data Recovery Act 
(CADRA) on Wednesday, July 29 at the 
Broward County Bar Association. Regis-
ter at www.browardbar.org.    
.

by Robert C. Kain

Robert Kain of the Fort 
Lauderdale firm of Kain 
Spielman has practiced 
intellectual property (“I.P.”) 
law for over 30 years and is a 
Board Certified I.P. Specialist 
by the Florida Bar. He has 
B.E. Degree in E.E. and 
Law Degree from Vanderbilt 
University. In 1982 for G.E., 
he drafted his first computer 
system patent and since that 
time, has authored over 300 
computer program patents, 
and published many law 
review and journal articles 
on computer and Internet 
law. He secures domestic 
and international I.P. rights 
for his clients and litigates 
patent, trademark, copyright 
and Internet related disputes 
throughout the United States..

Hackers Beware
Florida’s New Computer Law Protects Businesses
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The attorneys of Abramowitz, Pomerantz & Morehead, 
P.A. have been helping injured victims and families who 
have lost loved ones for over 25 years. We have assisted 
thousands of clients who have suffered from personal 
injuries or wrongful death, caused by auto and truck 
accidents, defective products, medical malpractice, dog 
bites, slip-and-falls and other incidents.

We are fortunate to have been able to help the injured 
in their time of need. Many of our results have helped 
to significantly improve the lives of our clients and their 
families. Some of our cases have been precedent setting, 
helping to shape laws and make our communities safer.
We pride ourselves on our commitment to each and every 
client and upholding their constitutional right to seek justice. 
We recognize that in our clients’ eyes, their case is the only 
case and our personalized attention reflects this sentiment.

We recognize that in some instances, a seemingly simple 
case can result in a much larger and more significant 
matter. Abramowitz, Pomerantz & Morehead, P.A. is deeply
rooted in values, integrity and the pursuit of justice. 
We strive to make a positive impact on our clients, our 
community and on consumer safety.

Why 
Hire Us?

We Are Florida
Injury Lawyers

Legal Malpractice

Personal Injury

Wrongful Death

Auto Accidents

Product Liability

Premises Liability

Medical Malpractice

APM
ABRAMOWITZ, POMERANTZ & MOREHEAD, P.A.

FLORIDA INJURY LAWYERS

The trial attorneys of Abramowitz, Pomerantz & Morehead, P.A. 
have been helping personal injury victims and their families 
seek justice for over 25 years. We welcome all inquiries and 
legal questions, and we look forward to serving you.

Main Office:
7800 W. Oakland Park Boulevard, Suite 101
Sunrise, FL 33351
Telephone: 954-572-7200  Fax: 954-748-6488
Email: info@floridainjurylawyers.com

Consulting Offices:
For your convenience, our attorneys are available to
consult with clients at the following locations:

8100 Oak Lane, Miami Lakes
1021 Ives Dairy Road, Miami
150 Alhambra Circle, Coral Gables
888 S.E. Third Ave., Fort Lauderdale
1011 S. Federal Highway, Hollywood
3111 N. University Drive, Coral Springs
1402 N. State Road 7, Margate
7805 S.W. 16th Court, Plantation
In Miami-Dade County call 305-949-7100 or in
Palm Beach County call 561-833-5544.

APM
ABRAMOWITZ, POMERANTZ & MOREHEAD, P.A.

FLORIDA INJURY LAWYERS

For more than 25 years, the experienced personal injury 
lawyers of Abramowitz, Pomerantz & Morehead, P.A. have 
been helping victims who have been seriously injured or 
killed due to the actions or negligence of an individual, 
corporation or other entity. Our firm funds all out-of-
pocket expenses incurred, leverages the most up-to-date 
research and technology, and employs noted experts 
when pursuing our clients’ claims. We seek justice for our 
clients in the following areas:

• Personal Injury / Wrongful Death

• Accidental Drowning

• Airplane Accidents

• Auto Accidents

• Automated External Defibrillators

• Aviation Accidents

• Boating/Cruise Ship Accidents

• Burn & Fire Injuries

• Catastrophic Injuries

• Defective Products

• Dog Bites

• Head/Neck / Back Injuries

• Insurance Litigation

• Legal Malpractice

• Medical Malpractice

• Motorcycle Accidents

• Nursing Home Abuse

• Pedestrian Accidents

• Premises Liability

• Trucking Accidents

Contact Us

Practice Areas

7800 W. Oakland Park Blvd.,Ste 101
Sunrise, FL 33351
Ph: 954-572-7200 • Fax: 954-748-6488
info@floridainjurylawyers.com
www.floridainjurylawyers.com
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Proud Event Sponsor of 
The Broward County Bar Association’s 
Annual Installation Dinner

Congratulations to the newly installed members of 
The Broward County Bar Association and Young Lawyers Section.

The Broward County Bar Association Young Lawyers Section is proud 
to announce Habitat for Humanity as its charitable beneficiary for the 

28th Annual Charity Golf  Tournament! All tournament and event 
related proceeds will be donated directly to Habitat for Humanity.

Saturday, October 3, 2015 
8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start  

Jacaranda Golf Club

$150 Single Player
$500 Foursome

Sponsorships Available

www.browardbar.org/yls
For more information contact

Lauren Alperstein at ylsgolf@bsfllp.com

28TH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 
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Robin S. Moselle is the 90th Presi-
dent of the Broward County Bar As-
sociation and only the 8th female 
President in BCBA history. As the 
Broward County Bar Association’s 
(BCBA) chief officer entrusted with 
the direction and administration of 
its policies, Robin has a progres-
sive vision for our organization and 
its future. Robin has already made 
many positive changes to the BCBA 
while serving in various previous 
roles within the organization.  

Robin is driven by passion and deter-
mination that stem from deep within 
her roots. She is a proud great grand-
daughter of a suffragette and a third 
generation attorney. Robin grew 
up in Plantation, Florida. Robin at-
tended Tulane University in New Or-
leans, Louisiana where she received 
a Bachelors of Science in Psychol-
ogy in 1987. After graduation, Robin 
applied to and was accepted to both 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
School (NSU) and University of Mi-
ami Law School. Instead of immedi-

ately starting law school, Robin de-
cided to take a year off and worked 
in the field of commercial real es-
tate. That year helped Robin realize 
that law was her calling and that she 
wanted to follow in the footsteps of 
her father and grandfather, both at-
torneys, so she began her journey at 
NSU. In 1991, Robin received her 
JD from NSU and was admitted to 
the Florida Bar.  

Testament to her exemplary work 
ethic, Robin began her professional 

Robin S. Moselle
BCBA President 2015-2016

by Jacqueline Revis

 Robin Moselle with her husband Blake and children, Alec (far left) and Jared (far right).



July 2015  |  iii2015 installation speCial seCtion

Jacqueline A. Revis, Esq. 
practices in the areas of real 
estate, estate planning, and 
probate and trust administra-
tion with Krause & Goldberg 
P.A. Ms. Revis is a member of 
Attorneys Title Fund Services 
and has closed over 1,500 
real estate transactions dur-
ing her 11 years working 
in the real estate field. She 
can be reached at jacque-
line@krauseandgoldberg.
com.  For more information, 
visit www.krauseandgold-
berg.com. 

career while still in law school.  De-
spite a demanding study schedule, 
Robin somehow found time to clerk 
for two prestigious South Florida 
law firms and also participated in 
NSU’s Criminal Clinic working for 
the Broward County State Attorneys 
Office. Robin’s first position as an at-
torney was at her father’s firm, Sobo 
& Levine. Robin began working for 
her father at his request when her fa-
ther’s law partner fell ill. To Robin’s 
surprise, she fell in love with being in 
court on a daily basis, arguing cases 
in the areas of commercial litigation 
and collection law. She also realized 
that she not only loved the practice 
area, but also thoroughly enjoyed 
working with her father. After only 
six years of practice, Robin became a 
partner in the firm. During this time, 
Robin also served as a Special Pub-
lic Defender in Dependency Court. 
This role fulfilled her strong desire 
to work with children. After the birth 
of her second child, Robin decided 
to merge her practice with another 
firm that became known as Jacob-
son, Sobo & Moselle (now “LAW-
CRAFT”). LAWCRAFT focuses on 
commercial litigation and complex 
debt recovery throughout Florida.

On a more personal note, Robin and 
her husband Blake live in Planta-
tion and have two sons, Alec (16) 
and Jared (14) along with two ador-
able but “crazy” dogs. Robin and her 
husband are very proud that both of 
their boys are studying Environmen-
tal Science at South Plantation High 
School. With two teenage boys, Rob-
in says that her current hobby is fol-
lowing her kids around at their vari-

ous sporting events, but when time 
allows, Robin enjoys water sports, 
traveling, and spending time with 
family and friends. 

Robin is also a philanthropist and 
an admired member of her commu-
nity. She is very generous with her 
time and has always been active in 
the community. She has served on 
the Board of several organizations, 
including Legal Aid, the NSU Board 
of Governors, and Debbie’s Dream 
Foundation:  Curing Stomach Can-
cer. Robin has a special place in her 
heart for Debbie’s Dream Founda-
tion.  Debbie’s Dream Foundation 
was founded by Debbie Zelman, 
a practicing attorney in Broward 
County until her diagnosis of Stage 4 
stomach cancer.  Debbie and Robin 
were colleagues in their practices, 
and Debbie introduced Robin at the 
BCBA Installation Dinner.  

Robin’s vision for the future of BCBA 
is “to continue the extraordinary 
growth of the association.”  Robin is 
proud that “the last few years have 
shown an increase in membership, 
collaborations with other voluntary 
bar associations and participation 
by the judiciary.”  The BCBA now 
has events on an almost daily basis 
throughout Broward County.  Robin 
wants to ensure that “there is a plan 
in place to ensure the viability and 
development of the BCBA for years 
to come.”  She cannot accomplish 
this alone, however, and welcomes 
your help. Robin wants to hear your 
ideas and wants us to make this the 
best year BCBA has ever had.  With 
her leadership, we can do it!  Please 

join me in congratulating Robin in 
becoming the 90th President of the 
BCBA!    
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Event  Sponsor

Plat inum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  2 0 1 5  I N S T A L L A T I O N  E V E N T  S P O N S O R S

Ferencik Libanoff Brandt Bustamante and Goldstein, P.A.
Fischler & Friedman, P.A.

Goren, Cherof, Doody & Ezrol, P.A.
Haliczer Pettis & Schwamm, P.A

Law Guard
NSU Shepard Broad Law Center

Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP 
Wintter & Associates, P.A.

Table  Sponsors

Si lver  Sponsors
Bunnell & Woulfe P.A.

Global Engineering Scientific Solutions
Daniel F. Tordella Family Mediation Services

Law Office of Hope L. Plevy
Rogers, Morris & Ziegler LLP

Bronze Sponsors
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Installation Awards

Congratulations!

Andrea L. Kessler
President’s Award

David Neal Stern
Section Chair Award

(Bankruptcy)

James D. Camp III
Committee Chair Award

(Bench Bar)

Scott D. Knapp
YLS Paul May

Professionalism Award

Sarahnell Murphy
Joseph J. Carter

Professionalism Award

Kelly D. Hancock
Lynn Futch

Professionalism Award

Chief Judge
Peter M. Weinstein

Stephen R. Booher
Professionalism Award



Jerome R. Siegel

2015-2016 BCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robin S. Moselle
President

John G. Jordan
Past President

Charles A. Morehead III
President Elect

Michael I. Kean

Donald E. Fucik Gary M. Singer Russell Miller Thompson

Thomas D. Oates 
Office of the Treasurer

Edwina V. Kessler
Office of the Secretary

Jose Izquierdo

M. Ross Shulmister

Michael A. Fischler Michael D. LeaderWilliam R. Clayton

Jeffrey SolomonMichael A. Rajtar Laura J. Varela

The Honorable
Martin J. Bidwill

Evan M. Ostfeld
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Congratulations to the Incoming 
Officers and Board of Directors of 

the Broward County Bar Association and
the Young Lawyers’ Section

Litigation • Mediation • Arbitration
(954) 463-8593

www.chkklaw.com

We are so proud of 
Edwina KEsslEr

2015-2016 Broward Bar Secretary and 
andrEa KEsslEr

President’s Award recipient.

Ft. Lauderdale  West Palm Beach  Miami  Latin America  Europe 

1-866-FINIZIO (346-4946)
106 SE 9th St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

Call for a Free Consultation!@FinizioLaw

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

FINIZIO&FINIZIO
LAW OFFICES WORLDWIDE

E
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 1
98

4

Congratulations
Jamie Finizio Bascombe

The Law Offices of Finizio & Finizio congratulate one of our 
founding partners, Jamie Finizio Bascombe, on becoming a 

Broward County Bar Association Board of Directors,
along with all other elected Directors.

Specializing in   LAW FIRM 
  REPRESENTATION

Fort Lauderdale Melbourne
1500 W. Cypress Creek Road, Suite 409 6767 N. Wickham Road, Suite 400
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 Melbourne, FL 32940
954-596-5555 321-242-4575

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION, 

PLEASE CALL ADAM STARR 
OR SCOTT BRENNER, ESQ.

Licensed Real Estate Brokerage Company

Representation

www.bipc.com

Ft. Lauderdale | Ft. Myers | Jacksonville
Miami | Tallahassee | Tampa

California | Colorado | Delaware | Florida | New Jersey | New York 
North Carolina | Pennsylvania | Virginia | Washington, DC 

Congratulations to all of this year’s
Broward County Bar Association 
Board Inductees & Award Recipients



legal health corner

The Power of Music
by Dominique Martinez

Music is powerful. Can you name one person who does not love a good tune?  For most of us, music is part of our 
daily lives. Whether you listen to it on the drive to the office, turn it up to drown out the sound of the neighbor’s an-
noying dog, or the neighbor tries to drown you out when you become that “shower pop star,” music is everywhere. 
Often times we forget how great of an impact music can have on our lives. 

We live in a fast-paced society. There are so many deadlines to adhere to, we are continually on the move, overcom-
mitted and unable to disconnect. There is a constant need for an outlet to escape. Let music be your escape. Whether 
you are into rock ‘n’ roll, hip-hop, classical, jazz, rhythm and blues or country music, there is genre of music that 
touches your soul. 

Mark Dickstein definitely knows about using music as an outlet. At Mr. Dickstein’s bustling law firm, music is not 
only a central part of his life, but also his practice. The first thing clients notice when they enter his office is the music. 
There are photos indicating his love of music. A large keyboard adorns the corner of Mark’s  office. 

Mark believes that many people have musical abilities, but they keep it to themselves. Some may be afraid of judg-
ment and others may not be confident in their musical abilities. Initially, Mark had had concerns that the “music will 
take away from his credibility as a litigator and attorney,” he said. To his amazement, he has found that most of his 
clientele and peers appreciate his talent. 

Mark has been a musician since he was 9 years old, but he is confident that music can make a positive impact at any 
age. For those without training in music, Mark declares they can always learn. They can hire a musical instructor, 
download apps on their phones or train using online videos.   

Mark has been at the forefront of the Legal Jam, a BCBA event where members network and play music for their 
peers.

The occasion “is an outlet for them to play and not be judged,” Mr. Dickstein says. “There are a lot of closet musi-
cians.”

He is sure that at the end of the day several attorneys go home and rock out by themselves. He urges those people to 
break out of their shell and share their talent. 

Singing, playing, writing or simply listening to music is a great way to break away from a demanding schedule. Tak-
ing 10 minutes out of the day to turn on a favorite song or pull out a guitar will give well-deserved peace and relax-
ation time. Don’t be afraid to share.   

Dominique Martinez is 
an attorney at Dominique 
Y. Martinez Law P.A. Her 
practice focuses on family 
law and small business 
law. She can be contacted 
at dominique@dym-law.
com or 954-951-3264. 
For more information see 
www.dym-law.com. 
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Classified

Morgan & Morgan’s Business Trial Group is seeking highly 
motivated attorney with 4-8 years of commercial litigation 
experience.  Competitive compensation with no ceiling, 
comprehensive benefits, challenging work, and no billable hours.  
Candidates should possess experience in all phases of litigation 
and strong research and writing skills.  Send resume package to 
resume.wpb@forthepeople.com.

Broward County Court Administrator's Office
 is presently seeking applicants for the 

following State-funded position:
 

Judicial Assistant – Circuit Criminal -- $39,980.62
 

This position will remain open until filled.  Please submit a resume 
when applying. Additional information may be obtained from the 
Court Administrator’s Office, Broward County Courthouse,
201 S.E. 6th Street, Room 470, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 or visiting 
our website at www.17th.flcourts.org. E/O/E  

LET US TAKE THE WORKLOAD
 OFF YOUR SHOULDERS!
We’ll design your ad for you!

ads@browardbar.org • 954-832-3620
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1 8 0 0  AT TO R N E YS  |  37  LO C AT I O N S  W O R L D W I D E˚

Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. ©2015 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. °These 
numbers are subject to fl uctuation.   25517

GREENBERG TRAURIG, P.A. | ATTORNEYS AT LAW | WWW.GTLAW.COM

Greenberg Traurig thanks the 

Broward County Bar Association 

and its leadership for their services. 

Congratulations to the 2015 board of offi cers 

Robin Moselle, Charles Morehead, 

Thomas Oates, Edwina Kessler, 

John Jordan and the board of directors.

William R. Clayton, Shareholder 
Broward County Bar Association Board Member
401 East Las Olas Boulevard | Suite 2000
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 | 954.765.0500

Kaylin Printing and
Promotional Products

You expect
awesome.

We deliver awesomeness.
#OnYourLegalTeam
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PENDING SALE

476 CAMBRIDGE LANE

ECIALISTS.

REAL ESTATE

SPECIALISTS

Mónica Cataluña-Shand

Tel 954 812 1831

monica@korescorp com

Carilin Frau

Tel 954 593 5073

carilin@korescorp com

www korescorp com
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kaylinprintandpromos.com | 954-392-8135
950 S. Pine Island Rd. | Plantation, FL 33324
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Howard C. Forman, the Clerk of Courts, and Tonya Green,Man-

ager of the Clerk of Courts Domestic Violence and Pro-Se Division, 

would like to extend heartfelt thanks to the following attorneys who 

gave back to the community by donating their time teaching the 

Pro Se class: 

Lauren Alperstein, Marissa Pullano, Lindsay Corcoran,

Jamie Alman and Stacy Weissman,

whose dedication to teaching the class 

from 2012 until March 2015 has served the public well. 

Welcome to the attorneys who have volunteered to contribute their 

services June 2015 - June 2016: Anna Maria Capizzi, Carol Ann 

Mazza, Doreen Inkeles, Marla Killmon, Jennifer Waterway,

Natascha Aabbott, Rhoda Sokoloff and Stephanie Matalon.

Thank you all.

THANK YOU
Pro Se Volunteer Instructors 
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According to various business and in-
dustry surveys, it is estimated that only 
about 4% of businesses make more 
than $1,000,000 of revenues per year, 
and only about 0.4% make more than 
$10,000,000 per year. This series of ar-
ticles is dedicated to providing business 
practice pointers and tools for attorneys 
who are responsible for the management 
of their firms.

In our last article, we discussed the im-
portance and how to set a strategic direc-
tion for your law firm – often referred 
to as a mission statement: 1) identify 
your firm’s target, a very specific type 
of client and/or area of law; 2) identify 
your competitive edge over your com-
petitors; 3) identify the services you will 
provide to achieve that. With those three 
identified, that sets the purpose or the 
mission statement for your firm. These 
same principles can be applied at a firm 
level, or even at a smaller level for each 
department or even individual attorney 
level.  Next comes the setting of goals, 
strategies and tactics (GST); this is the 
“planning” part.1 

Goals are key initiatives, they are what 
your firm needs to achieve in the com-
ing year, and often times they span sev-
eral years. Identify the most important 
key initiatives, and make that your “new 

year’s resolution” for the firm.  If you 
pick just five key initiatives, that will 
keep you and your firm very busy. Ex-
amples of goals or key initiative are 
– a) increase revenues; b) deepening 
the focus in your practice area; c) im-
proving employee retention/efficiency/
team work; d) improving processes and 
technology/ efficiency/profitability;  e) 
strengthening the firm’s weak spots; e) 
improving client satisfaction/repeat cli-
ents, etc.  Separate the goals by major 
categories: 1) revenues, 2) area of prac-
tice, 3) operations (space/it, etc.), 4) em-
ployee/staff retention, 5) communica-
tions and meetings, etc.  There will be a 
lot of work, so pick the top priority that 
will have the greatest impact on your 
firm’s longevity and sustainability.

Strategies are the legs that support each 
goal.  Strategies are the things that must 
be done to in furtherance of that goal.  
For example: If your goal is to increase 
revenues by 10%; then you may em-
ploy various strategies such as strategy 
#1 – increase referral sources, strategy 
#2 – increase client satisfaction, strategy 
#3 – Increase advertising.  There will be 
strategies you will identify that are more 
impactful than others, hence, prioritiz-
ing the strategies will be important. 

Tactics are the types of tasks you will 
implement to support the strategy.  For 
example in strategy #1 – to increase re-
ferral sources; you will have to identify 
your optimal referral sources and imple-
ment tactics.  Examples are tactic #1 – 
reach out to existing referral sources and 
let them know what you do and that you 
are open to do more business for them; 
tactic #2 – ask affiliates, colleagues, 

vendors and friends if they know of your 
ideal referral source and connect with 
those new referral sources. 

Tasks are the actual activities that will 
support each tactic.  The tasks are simi-
lar to your “to do” list.  The tasks must 
have the action needed, the person(s) 
who is assigned to doing or overseeing 
the task, the completion date, and the 
desired result.

In deploying your goals strategies and 
tactics, you will have to assess other ar-
eas like operations, technology, human 
resources, marketing, time manage-
ment and communications. For a more 
detailed sample GST worksheet visit 
the Broward County Bar Association 
website link at http://www.browardbar.
org/?p=7055. 

Our upcoming articles include further 
discussions on establishing core values 
and firm metrics, getting your firm into a 
production rhythm, effective time man-
agement techniques, do’s and don’ts of 
marketing.    

Assad S. Mirza, Esq., LLM, 
Member of AICPA, is a 
managing partner at Mirza 
Basulto & Robbins, LLP.  
The firm focuses its practice 
on community association 
law. He may be reached at 
(954)641-9600 or via email 
at amirza@MBRlawyers.
com

SETTING THE PLAN FOR YOUR FIRM 
by Assad S. Mirza

1 Goals, strategies and tactics have been used 
interchangeably in the business world, but come to 
eventually net the same result… a definable realistic 
business plan. 
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FOR MODERN TIMES, A CLASSIC BANK.®

CONTACT:  JEFFREY GINOCCHI, SVP| (954) 812 - 3850
       BRUCE HECKER, EVP    | (954) 768 - 5971

VISIT:    SABADELLMORTGAGE.COM

WITH OUR COMPETITIVE LOW RATES. 

YOUR DREAM HOME DESERVES 
A DREAM MORTGAGE. 

Sabadell® is a registered mark of Banco de Sabadell, S.A. used by Sabadell United Bank, N.A. © 2014 Sabadell United Bank, N.A., a subsidiary of Banco de Sabadell, S.A. 
all rights reserved. Sabadell United Bank™ is a trademark and service mark of Banco Sabadell, S.A. Banco Sabadell® is a registered trademark and service mark of Banco 
de Sabadell, S.A.

We want to see you in the next Barrister publication!
Email a hi-res picture of yourself with a Barrister when on vacation or business trip to ads@browardbar.org.

BCBA member Laura Varela with her
sister Linda and nephew Brennan in front of 
Windsor Castle, England in April 2015.

BCBA member Jamie Finizio Bascombe 
visiting Negril Coast, Jamaica in April 2015.
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calendar of eventsJuly
North Broward Section Luncheon 
Speaker: Mayor Jack Seiler
Time: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
Venue: Champps Americana
Cost: $20 BCBA Member; $25 Non-
Member 

Solo Small Dinner
Time: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Venue: Dave and Busters 
Cost: $35 BCBA Member; $50 Non-
Member *$5 Additional at the Door

CLE: Current Topics in Trade Secret 
Litigation 
Time: 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
Venue: BCBA Conference Center 
Cost: $15 BCBA Member; $25 Non-
Member

Masters of Trial Session 4- Closing 
Arguments
Time: 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Venue: BCBA Conference Center 
Cost: $25 BCBA Member; $40 Non-
Member

CLE: Settlement and Guardianship 
Answers 
Time: 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
Venue: BCBA Conference Center 
Cost: $10 BCBA Member; $20 Non-
Member

CLE: Florida’s New Computer Abuse 
and Data Recovery Act (CADRA)
Time: 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
Venue: BCBA Conference Center 
Cost: $15 BCBA Member; $25 Non-
Member

14

15

16

17

22

29 Upcoming Special Events
October 3
28th Annual Charity Young Lawyers’ 
Section Golf Tournament 

October 23
Bench and Bar Conference
Visit www.browardbenchandbar.org 
for more information.
Sponsorships and Exhibitor Booths 
Available Now!

WALK TO THE COURTHOUSE—IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 

315 SE 7th Street 
2194 & 4223 SF Available 

633 S. Andrews Avenue 
3330  SF Available 

633 SE 3rd Avenue 
1310, 2022, 3350 SF Available 

Bradford W. Fitzgerald 
954-760-9300 

brad@fitzgeraldgroup.com 
Www.fitzgeraldgroup.com 

Register for BCBA Events
www.browardbar.org • 954-832-3618
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The Contingency-Fee Business Litigation Attorneys

O�  ces:  Ft. Lauderdale  |   Ft. Myers  |   Jacksonville  |   Naples  |   Orlando  |   Sarasota  |   St. Petersburg  |    Tallahassee  |   Tampa   |   West Palm Beach   

BUSINESS TRIAL GROUP
Contingency-Fee Litigation

Let’s Start a Pro� table Referral Relationship
We pay referral fees in all business litigation practice areas.

Contact us today to discuss your client’s case:

954.327.3040 or FTL@forthepeople.com

Practice Areas:

Contract Litigation

Construction Litigation

Employment Litigation

Intellectual Property

Partnership Disputes

Professional Liability

Real Estate Litigation

Securities Litigation

Trust & Estate Disputes
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