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letter from the president

The end of summer is near. Vacations are
wrapping up, schools will soon be back
in session, temperatures are still blazing,
and friends are busy planning their last
summer excursions to watch the Great
American Total Solar Eclipse (August 21).
Meanwhile, South Floridians prepare to be
inundated with back-to-school traffic.

This also is a busy time at the Broward
County Bar Association. In July, I attend
the Florida Bar’s 2017 Voluntary Bar
Leader’s Conference, in Orlando, along
with Braulio Rosa (Executive Director),
and Winney Kessler (President-Elect).
Florida Bar President, Michael Higer, was
a featured speaker on the topic of what’s on
the horizon for The Florida Bar.

Thomas Daniel Oates

This annual gathering of the State’s
voluntary bar leaders covers timely topics, and provides good networking opportunities.
While Broward is always well represented by our many voluntary bar associations, this
conference has especially been the inspiration for some of our most successful programs
and member benefits. For a second year in a row, our own Braulio Rosa was a featured
session speaker on the topic, “To Infinity and Beyond: Technology Options for Membership
Management” and hosted a roundtable discussion for executive directors throughout the
state to share and discuss current issues facing local voluntary bar associations.

August is traditionally when the Bar’s Board of Directors strategically plan the association’s
programming for the next fiscal year. This year, we welcome several new members to our
Board of Directors; Maxine K. Streeter (Central), Jose Leonardo “Leo” Gomez (Northeast),
Matthew Fornaro (Northwest), Jessica Marra (West), Valerie B. Barnhart (West), Sara M.
Sandler (YLS President), and The Honorable Raag Singhal (Judicial Representative).

Your Board of Directors met at Broward College’s Tigertail Lake Recreational Center at
the end of July to discuss the focus of the Bar and how we can continue to grow our
membership, and provide members with worthwhile programs. We conducted a SWOT
analysis (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats) to identify key internal and
external factors seen as important in developing, monitoring and achieving our primary
objectives.

We also closed our books on fiscal year 2016-2017. By all accounts it was an excellent year.
Thanks in large part to the exceptional leadership of immediate Past-President Charles
A. Morehead III, we posted better than expected numbers for sponsorships and grew our
membership to a new record. Since my first term on the Board eight years ago, the Bar
has evolved into a much different animal. We have grown in substantial ways in terms of
our long-term vision, performance and retention of members. The Bar is now run like a
business. We’ve developed methods for the implementation of new programs, and their
accountability, and created a framework to bring other voluntary bar associations into our
Association. We focus on what works, and how to become better at what we do.

Stay tuned for some fishing reports later this year. Perhaps last month’s fishing photo gave
it away, but I intend to advocate for us lawyers to do what we love to do, when we’re not
earning a living. With scallop season in full swing, and the start of lobster season (August
6), there is still much to enjoy about summer.

Have a great rest of the summer, and if fishing is your thing, tight lines.
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SAVE THE DATE!
30TH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

The Broward County Bar Association Young Lawyers Section is proud to
announce 4KIDS of South Florida as its charitable beneficiary for the
30th Annual Charity Golf Tournament! All tournament and event related
proceeds will be donated directly to 4KIDS of South Florida.

Saturday, October 28, 2017
8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start
Jacaranda Golf Club

$150 Single Player
$500 Foursome

* soumn Flagy,,

*-

For more event & sponsorship opportunities, please contact
Brooke Latta at lattaesq@gmail.com or Joshua Levine at Jrlevine@bakerdonelson.com

For More Information Visit:
www.browardbar.org/yls
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letter from the young lawyers’ president

If you were at the BCBA Installation Din-
ner then you know that my father is a Dead
Head who didn’t give me much of a choice
but to grow up to love the Grateful Dead
(seriously, Friend of the Devil was his lul-
laby of choice). One of my favorite Grateful
Dead songs is Uncle John’s Band, not just
because it’s insanely catchy and fun to sing
along with, but because when you really dig
into the lyrics (as a Dead Head’s attorney
daughter is wont to do), there are truly time-
less lessons we can take with us anywhere.
While I could spend my entire term writing
monthly articles about the lyrics to Uncle
John’s Band, I’ll try to limit myself to just
this one and pass along a message that the
Grateful Dead provide from the top:

Well the first days are the hardest days,
don’t you worry any more ‘Cause when
life looks like Easy Street, there is danger
at your door.

Sara M. Sandler

Seriously, was Jerry Garcia just a young attorney hiding out in a rock and roll band?* If not,
he certainly had some major insight. I have a feeling most young and new attorneys can relate
to this opening line. We spend our first few years of practice putting in long hours, learning
the ins and outs of our specific practice area, and developing ourselves, not only as attorneys,
but as young adults. We’re learning to juggle our careers, our relationships, and our network-
ing groups. We’re trying to find ways to impress the partners at our firms, our (future) signifi-
cant others, and our parents all while attempting to live a fulfilling life outside of our legal
practice. Oh yea, we’re also trying to find time to do our laundry, go grocery shopping, and
walk our dogs. To anyone who doesn’t feel the stress that comes with being a new attorney,
congratulations on the New York Times bestselling self-help book for new attorneys you are
about to publish. To the rest of you who, like me, suffer from a quarterly Jessie Spano melt-
down (“There’s no time! There’s never any time!”), I encourage you to find a way to make
time for yourself.

I know. I literally just acknowledged the fact that you have no time. But [ promise you that
you do. Maybe it’s only five minutes a day, but take that five minutes to do something for
yourself that makes you happier and healthier — physically or mentally. Meditate. Make a
list. Participate in a 30-day ab challenge. Whatever it may be, commit to dedicating that time
to you and you alone. As Jerry points out, things aren’t meant to be easy. We have found
ourselves in a profession where the work never truly ends. That means it’s up to you to give
yourself a break. It’s up to you to take care of your own mental health and wellness. While it
is important to stay focused on your career, I cannot stress enough how important it is to be
equally focused on your own well-being and happiness. Spend time on a hobby, volunteer, set
a weekly or monthly date with your significant other or best friend, make time to exercise. If
things really become too overwhelming, don’t be afraid to consider talking to a mental health
professional. Finding and committing to these outlets will not only make you happier in life,
but in your career as well.

[ would be remiss not to remind you that YLS offers plenty of ways to take a break for your
own well-being. Our sweatworking events, in particular, are a great way to try out different
types of exercise. If you find that giving back to the community is the best way for you to
relieve stress, we have plenty of volunteer opportunities as well. Check out our calendar of
events at www.browardbar.org to see what might be a good option for you. Above all, remem-
ber to take care of yourself.

Until next time, keep truckin’.
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We now serve clients throughout the world, with more than
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SAUNOOKE LAW FIRM PA

General Litigation Services in
Federal and State Courts

GreenbergTraurig

2000 ATTORNEYS | 38 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE®

Greenberg Traurig congratulates the

Broward County Bar Association, its incoming
President Thomas D. Oates, YLS President
Sara M. Sandler and Board Members.

We also proudly salute our friend and
colleague, Brian Koch, recipient of the
Committee Chairperson of the Year Award for

his Chairmanship of the Professionalism Committee.
Robert O. Saunooke, Senior Partner
Tel: 561.302.5297 | Fax: 954.499.0598
ndnlawyer@hotmail.com

William R. Clayton, Shareholder

Broward County Bar Association Board Member
401 East Las Olas Boulevard | Suite 2000

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 | 954.765.0500

GREENBERG TRAURIG, P.A. | ATTORNEYS AT LAW | WWW.GTLAW.COM

Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg
Traurig, PA. ©2017 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. “These
numbers are subject to fluctuation 29314

18620 SW 39th Court, Miramar, FL 33029

Process Servit
(954) 944-3900 Lax (954) 963-5186

L.R.I. Specializes in Process Service throughout the State of Florida

« Process Serving « Document Retrieval
« Public Records Searches  « Skip Tracing
« Sworn Statements * Legal Courier
Standard, Rush & Priority services available BCBA Member Discourt

$45/Statewide Service or

All 5-day Evictions, CT Corp., & State Agencies served daily! RIZAGETIIEEITLES
$25/Services to CT Corporation

Same day service to CT Corp.; In by Noon, served by 4:30pm

Affidavits & Invoices Automatically e-mailed to you!

View your job status 24hrs a day online and print Affidavits / Invoices at your leisure.

Visit: WWW.LRI.US

2017 INSTALLATION SPECIAL SECTION Avucust 2017 |13



 — (7 — A | N/ S— | —

Elizabeth R. Blandon
Section Chair Award
(Immigration)

AN N

Brian H. Koch
Committee Chair Award
(Professionalism)

/
N/

Pamela Marie Gordon
Joseph J. Carter
Professionalism Award

1|

s

Chief Judge
Peter M. Weinstein
Executive Director’'s Award

<\

bﬁl

a T\‘/_\\ % N
NN\ -A\—ﬂﬁ'—

14 | Aucust 2017

%
Jay Cohen
Lynn Futch
Professionalism Award

The Honorable

William W. Haury, Jr.

President’s Award

Liza E. Smoker
Young Lawyers' Section Paul May
Professionalism Award

The Honorable
Jack Tuter
Stephen R. Booher Award

2017 INSTALLATION SPECIAL SECTION




1t fifiD
D TIME!




Immigration: The Key to Your Clients’ Lifetime Loyalty
20% Referral Fee for Immigration Cases

. BrLanpon | an

P —_—
Dpening the door to success

All cases are supervised by a Board-Certified Attorney
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE » ASYLUM « REMOVAL DEFENSE

(954)385-0157
Elizabeth R. Blandon « Board-Certified Attorney « Chair, Immigration Section, BCBA

Weston, FL e« www.Blandon-Law.com

Put the Ball in Motion

Over $16 million in referral fees paid to attorneys like you. l<e l leyZ UUSta l
Find out how: www.justiceforall.com/refersmart CATASTROPHIC INJURY & WRONGFUL DEATH
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

888-Refer-Smart (888-733-3776) www.justiceforall.com FortLauderdale / West Palm Beach / Miami / Florida Keys
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Famiy LAw GuArDIAN AD LiTEmM TRAINING

Two Day Seminar
Friday & Saturday, November 17-18, 2017

N 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
¥ Broward County Bar Association
1051 SE 3rd Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Cost: $400; includes breakfast and lunch

Limited Seating and Live Presentation Only

www.browardbar.org/calendar

Where in the World
is the Barrister?!?

BCBA Member Meredith Chaiken
in St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands

‘We want to see you in the next Barrister publication!
Email a hi-res picture of yourself with a Barrister when on
vacation or business trip to ads@browardbar.org.

BROWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION BARRISTER

Have an Announcement? Want to Advertise Your
Services? Want to Congratulate a Colleague?

L

Your Ad
Here

Contact Us TODAY to Advertise in the Broward Bar Barrister!
954.832.3625 or ads@browardbar.org

Classified

Office Space Ft. Lauderdale - Near Courthouse

Award-winning professional offices with Davie Blvd. frontage. 11’ x 15 office and
up to two secretarial carrels available. Shared reception area, receptionist, library,
conference room, kitchen, wi-fi and ample free parking.

Perfect for solo practitioner.

Call Jim or Susan (954) 524-8111.
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Justice C. Alan Lawson

Earlier this year Justice C. Alan Law-
son was sworn in as the 86th mem-
ber of the Florida Supreme Court.
Lawson joined the court following
the retirement of Justice James Perry
in December 2016, marking Gover-
nor Rick Scott’s first appointment to
the state’s highest court. In announc-
ing the appointment, Governor Scott
praised Lawson, saying, “Through-
out his career, Justice Lawson has fo-
cused on defending the constitution,
strictly adhering to the rule of law and
not legislating from the bench.”

A Florida native, Justice Lawson has
deep roots in the state. He was born
in Lakeland and raised in Tallahas-
see. After graduating from the Flor-
ida State University College of Law
in 1987, he practiced law in South
Florida as an associate and partner
at Steel, Hector & Davis. He then
moved to Central Florida and worked
as an assistant county attorney in Or-
ange County. In 2002, Lawson began
his judicial career as a circuit judge
in the Ninth Judicial Circuit, cover-
ing Orange and Osceola Counties.
He was later appointed by Governor
Jeb Bush to the Fifth District Court
of Appeal in Daytona Beach where
he served for ten years, including two
years as the Chief Judge.

Prior to joining the bench, Lawson
was an active member of both the
Tallahassee Bar Association and the
Orange County Bar Association. He
credits those organizations for pro-
viding him the opportunity to perform
many hours of pro bono legal work.
While practicing in Central Florida,
Lawson often handled cases through
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by Amber R. Stoner

the Legal Aid Society of the Orange
County Bar Association. Lawson also
has a reputation for giving back that
extends beyond the legal community.
He and his wife, Julie, have spent
many years as missionaries in Hon-
duras, providing assistance to the im-
poverished and medically needy.

Lawson recognizes the important role
local bar associations have in model-
ing and promoting professionalism
and civility within the legal profes-
sion. He believes that where there is a
genuine sense of community among a
group of practitioners, the less likely
it is that an individual will act unpro-
fessionally toward a colleague. “The
cost of being uncivil to someone you
have to deal with again and again is
really high. You can’t be effective as
a lawyer if you aren’t professional in
the ways you deal with people,” said
Lawson. He also discussed the impor-
tance of professionalism to the integ-
rity of our justice system, explaining
that unprofessional conduct degrades
the public’s confidence in the system,
causing it to be less effective.

In an interview with the Tallahassee
Democrat in April, Lawson described
himself as a “textualist” rather than

a conservative or a liberal. He ex-
plained, “Legal philosophy doesn’t
come into play in most cases a judge
will see. We are mostly applying
facts to the clear law. Usually, that
law is not an issue. It’s really like an
umpire calling balls and strikes. You
try to reach a ruling that is fair and
impartial.” Lawson hopes to use his
platform as a member of the Florida
Supreme Court to educate the public
about the role of judges and to inspire
others to get involved in their local
legal communities.

Justice C. Alan Lawson will the serve
as the Keynote Speaker during the
2017 Bench & Bar Convention. The
Bench & Bar Convention will take
place on October 20th.

Amber Stoner is an
attorney in the Tallahas-
see office of Shutts &
Bowen LLP, where she

is a member of the Busi-
ness Litigation Practice
Group. Prior to joining
Shutts, Amber served

as a staff attorney to
Justice Ricky Polston

of the Florida Supreme
Court and Judge Kent
Wetherell of Florida's
First District Court of
Appeal. With more than
fifteen years of experience
in Florida government,
Amber has also worked
in the Executive Olffice of
the Governor, the House
of Representatives, the
Attorney General's Office,
and the Department of
State. AmberStoner@
shutts.com
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2017 BENCH AND BAR CONVENTION OVERVIEW

Justice Lawson will be the keynote speaker
during lunch for the 2017 Bench and Bar
Convention. The Convention will be held on
October 20th at The Greater Ft. Lauderdale/
Broward County Convention Center. The
Bench and Bar Convention is a must-attend
event that appeals to attorneys and judges from
Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties. The
2017 Convention will attract over 600 partici-
pants. Our Convention Co-Chairs Brent M. Re-
itman and Robert C.L. Vaughan have worked
to bring you this extraordinary legal event that
will feature, a morning judiciary panel, a pre-
mier quality lunch, “breakout” sessions, and an
afternoon plenary session. The judiciary panel

2015 Bench and Bar Keynote Speaker
Chief Justice LaBarga addressing convention
attendees.

REGISTRATION

discussion will be moderated by 17th Circuit
Chief Judge Jack Tuter. The panel will include
United States District Court Chief Judge K. Mi-
chael Moore, Fourth District Court of Appeals
Chief Judge-Elect Spencer D. Levine, and 17th
Circuit Administrative Judge Carol-Lisa Phil-
lips. The panel will discuss the current state
of their respective courts and will speak to the
most recent changes and updates. This year, the
breakout sessions will cover various practice
sections such as Family Law, Appellate, Mal-
practice, Probate, ADR, PIP, and Immigration.
There are two additional tracks included for the
Bench and Bar Convention: Medical Marijuana
Industry and its emergence and a Trial Track.

Y

1s OPENI

The Medical Marijuana Track will provide
updates on current trends and legislation. The
Trial Track will be an interactive journey delv-
ing into the many different aspects of contem-
porary trial practice featuring some of the most
well know practitioners in the state and will
conclude with a two-hour mock trial. The con-
vention will offer intermediate and advanced-
level CLE’s as well as CME’s. Attendees will
have time throughout the day to visit various
exhibitor booths while interacting with firms,
companies and attendees. The day concludes
with a networking cocktail reception.

All in One Day and in One Place. B

2017 BencH & BAR CONVENTION
Friday, October 20, 2017

/.30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Broward County Convention Center

Visit browardbenchandbar.org for sponsorship,
exhibitor and registration information!

KelleyZUustal

CATASTROPHIC INJURY & WROMNGFUL DEATH

Claims
Investigation

ATTORNEYS AT LAW AEEI'I v Ine.

For Sponsorship & Exhibitor information, Contact Lauren Riegler
BCBA Events & CLE Manager at lauren@browardbar.org or 954.832.3618
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This year, for Constitution Day 2017,
the Broward County Bar Association
(BCBA) is providing a forum with an
esteemed panel to educate the legal
community on the process and power of
the Constitutional Review Commission
(CRO).

Please join BCBA on September 19,
2017, at the Hyatt Pier 66 - Pier Top
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. The presti-
gious panel will include CRC Com-
missioners former Senator Christo-
pher L. Smith, Fred E. Karlinsky,
and moderated by Florida Bar Board
of Governor Jay Cohen. Thank you to
our Title Sponsor Florida Power and
Light. Please visit browardbar.org/
calendar for more information on the
event and sponsorship opportunities.

What is the CRC?

The CRC is a committee of thirty-seven
(37) appointed members who assemble
every twenty years to review and pro-
pose changes to our Florida Constitu-
tion. The committee’s recommended
amendments will be submitted to the
voters on the November 2018 ballot
and will require 60 percent voter ap-
proval for passage. As lawyers having
the privilege to practice law in Florida,
we should avail ourselves to learn about
this process and the significance of the
decisions made by the CRC.

After holding its organizational meet-
ing on March 2017, the CRC went on
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by Janette M. Smith

the road with its “Floridians Speak, We
Listen” tour conducting public hearings
throughout the state. For three months,
the CRC encouraged public input, yet
it has been reported, of the 2350 com-
munity members that attended, 900 pro-
posed changes were submitted. Some of
the hot topics discussed include the Flor-
ida judicial system, education, medical
marijuana, and government home rule.
On June 6, 2017, the CRC took its first
formal action with the adoption of their
governing rules engagement resolution.
The goal set forth by this committee to
provide an open and transparent process
for all citizens. The CRC must consider
proposals, formulate its recommended
amendments, and present the final re-
port to the Florida Department of State
by May 10, 2018.

Why should you get involved?

During the November 1998 election,
eight of the nine amendments presented
to the voters by the CRC passed. If we
fail to take advantage of this chance to
be involved now, we will have to wait
until 2037 when the next committee is
appointed. According to a recent survey
by Florida TaxWatch, less than 77% of
Floridians are aware that this committee
exists. Do not miss this unique oppor-
tunity to become involved in our demo-
cratic process.

As a government attorney, Chair of
the Legislative Committee of the City,

BROWARD COUNTY

County and Local Government section
of the Florida Bar and a member of the
BCBA Legislative Affairs Committee, |
assure you that all government entities
are paying attention. Additionally, upon
reviewing the CRC public hearing tran-
scripts, multiple non-profit agencies,
activists, and citizens are vying to influ-
ence the CRC.

There is unity and strength in numbers.
The legal community has the ability to
help shape the future of fundamental
rights bestowed in the Florida Constitu-
tion. Our collective voice can deliver a
roar that the CRC must consider when
selecting the amendments to be placed
on the ballot for November 2018.

Janette M. Smith currently
serves as Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for The School
Board of Broward County,
Florida and maintains a
solo law practice. Prior to
Jjoining the District, she has
practiced local government
law for the past ten years

at the city, county, and state
level. In addition to her legal
background and experience,
she enjoys implementing and
integrating technology and
has obtained her designation
as a Certified Government
Chief Information Officer:
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CREATED

FOR LAWYERS,

BY LAWYERS

The only insurance company that was created by The Florida Bar!

-Rated “A” Excellent by A.M. Best Free Risk Management Hotline

»10% Discount for Board «Personal Service That
Certified Attorneys No One Can Match

Florida Lawyers Mutual

INSURANCE COMPANY

Call or visit us online today! flmic.com | 800.633.6458

We’ll help keep you on the road to success.

So much of your lifestyle and your family’s future depend on your income. But what
if you couldn’t work for an extended period because of an injury or illness?

Bienenfeld, Lasek & Starr LLC can help with options for disability income insurance
to protect your income and those who depend on it.

Broward County Bar Association members are eligible for a permanent
10% premium discount!

At Bienenfeld, Lasek & Starr LLC, we are passionate about family financial protection.
We’'ll help you get around financial detours to keep you on the road to success.

Bienenfeld, Lasek & Starr LLC

Financial Planning ¢ Life Insurance
Long Term Care Insurance
Investments ¢ Wealth Management

Proud supporter of the Broward County Bar Association

1000 Corporate Drive  Suite 110 ° Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334 ¢ (954) 689-9484  www.blsfinancial.com

Securities, investment advisory and financial planning services offered through registered representatives of MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC. 1000 Corporate
Drive Suite 700, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334. 954-689-9484. Bienenfeld, Lasek & Starr, LLC. and BLS Wealth Management, LLC are not subsidiaries or affiliates of MML Investors
Services, LLC or its affiliated companies.
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Gone are the days when a simple list-
ing in the yellow pages and a few bill-
boards would get you the exposure
you needed to get the phone ringing.

In today’s technology-driven world,
it’s all about the internet and being
listed on a search engine’s first page.
About 91% of people do not click
past the first page of Google's search
resullts.

Considering the number of people
searching on Google every day, it’s
clear that to reach potential clients,
you need to be working on improv-
ing your chances of being listed on
Google’s first page. After all, the
more exposure you get, the higher
the chances will be for you to get
more clients.

So how do I get on Google’s first
page?

In order to appear on the first page of
Google’s search engine results, you
have to understand what Search En-
gine Optimization (SEO) is and how
it works.

What is SEO

SEO is the practice of driving traffic
to your website or content by using
organic (non-paid) search engine re-
sults. Optimizing website and online
content increases the likelihood that
search engines award a higher rank in
search results, making it easier to be
found by potential clients searching
for keywords related to your practice.

How Does SEO Work

SEO involves a variety of factors, but
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SEO Made Easy:
Get Your Firm Listed
on Google’s First Page

by Natalie Giachos

for ease of understanding, it can be
broken down into two broad parts.
There’s the technical side that in-
cludes speed, design, whether it is
mobile friendly, title tags, meta de-
scriptions, and back links. Then there
is the creative side that includes the
content, such as blogs, social media,
and videos.

Each of these parts work together so
that the search engines can recognize
that 1) you exist; 2) you have infor-
mation that searchers would find rel-
evant and useful; and 3) your website
and content can be trusted to be dis-
played because of its high quality.

If you can consistently meet these
criteria, over time, you will be re-
warded by appearing on the first page
of the search results.

Here are the top 5 things you need to
make sure you have in place:

SEO Tips to Get Your Firm Listed
on Google’s First Page:

1. Index your website. This is how
Google will know that you exist.
This should also be done for all
of the other major search engines
(Bing, Yahoo!, etc.)

2.Use a mobile friendly design.
This is a must! If your website is
not mobile friendly, it’s time to
update. Failure to do so will have
a significant negative impact on
your SEO.

3. Use a sitemap for your website.
This helps search engines easily
navigate and recognize what infor-
mation is on your website.

4. Make sure your website is set
up for optimal user experience.

Your site should be modern look-
ing and visitors should be able to
easily find the information they
are searching for. Keep in mind
that the longer people stay on your
site, the better the search engines
will rank you.

5. Use a blog with keywords in your
practice area. This is not where
you want to write a dissertation
about the latest court rulings. You
are writing for prospective cli-
ents, not other lawyers. Your blog
should answer the most commonly
asked questions in your practice
area.

You do not have to know everything
there is to know about SEO to make
sure you are set up for success, but
you do need make sure your online
marketing plan caters to your pro-
spective clients and delivers quality
information on a consistent basis.

SEO does not happen overnight, but
implementing these simple strate-
gies on a continuous basis, you will
be well on your way to Google’s first
page and an office full of clients.

Natalie Giachos is the
Managing Attorney at
The Solution Law Firm,
P.A., where she practices
Estate Planning and Per-
sonal Injury. Natalie has
a passion for marketing
and helps attorneys and
entrepreneurs achieve
success through online
& marketing. Natalie can
be reached at Natalie@
solutionlawfirm.com




How To Combat The 7 Financial
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This article segment is part three of a
recent BCBA Barrister entitled “E-
Discovery as an Efficient Tool.” This
multi-part series focuses on solving
specific problems that law firms have
by using the latest legal technology.

Over the last several years, the land-
scape of the legal industry has drasti-
cally changed. The traditional business
model of the law firm has been chal-
lenged from clients that are trying to
save costs for legal services in an econ-
omy full of turbulence. At the same
time, law firms’ costs are increasing.

PROBLEM #3 - The Demand for
High-End Legal Services is Shrink-
ing.

1) Until recently, pricing pressures
barely existed for high-end legal
services. However, big corpo-
rations are facing pricing pres-
sures themselves and have had
to reduce legal expenses. Be-
cause of this, they are increas-
ingly focused on getting greater
value from their outside coun-
sel.

2) Clients think that hiring a law
firm and paying their billable
rate is too expensive for all of
their legal work. Large clients
are increasingly using in-house
legal staft to perform much of
the work themselves. They are
demanding that routine assign-
ments like document discovery
be sent to outsourcing firms and
contract lawyers than to more
expensive associates.

by Andy Sokol

3) Software is getting more power-
ful and increasingly able to do le-
gal work, such as legal discovery
and document review, at a higher
quality and in less time. Humans
cannot compete with computers
in tasks that computers are good
at, especially when the software
solution is much cheaper.

4) The public is taking a Do-It-
Yourself approach because of
the growing access to a variety
of legal services and documents
on the internet.

THE SOLUTION IS SIMPLE: Em-
brace Electronic Discovery Technol-
ogy for Document Review

Technology is nothing more than a tool
to help you provide a better service to
your clients. At the end of the day, law-
yers want to do high-end legal work,
bill by the hour for their time, and meet
their client’s deadlines. By leveraging
the right tools for what they need, law-
yers are able to provide a higher work
quality in less time. Tools that improve
efficiency will reduce their workload
and their resultant stress. This will lead
to a higher standard of service and gen-
erate more referrals. Good lawyers add
a significant value to the transactions
that they work on, and they are compen-
sated well for this (as they should be).

Many of the tasks that are automated
through software are repetitive and not
intellectually interesting for lawyers
who have to do them. Having software
that can take on less complex tasks,
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means that lawyers can focus on more
stimulating work, get their work done
faster and better, thus providing their
clients better-value work. Clients that
think they are getting better value will
be much happier.

Using the latest, easiest and fastest
eDiscovery software enables the law
firm to increase revenue by taking on
and handling more cases and more cli-
ents, without having to hire more people
or more contract attorneys for review.
Because of pricing pressures for legal
services, it is cheaper to outsource the
technology, and all of the maintenance
that goes with it, to a qualified service
provider.

Reducing overhead expenses enables a
firm to compete with law firms that are
dropping their hourly rates to steal their
clients. By being efficient, this also cre-
ates a higher profit while passing sav-
ings along to the client. It’s a win-win
situation that enables the firm to stay
competitive.

Andy Sokol is the CEO

& Founder of CopyScan
Technologies, Inc., which has
been providing Electronic
Discovery Services, Docu-
ment Copying and Scanning,
Custom Trial Graphics and
other Litigation Support

- Services to the South Florida
legal community since 1995
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VICTOR TOBIN Salmon g,
Dulberg

Circuit CiVﬂ, County & Appellate Mediator DISPUTE RESOLUTION
Certified Property Insurance Umpire MFDIATION = ARBITRATION
Windstorm Insurance Network Umpire

Are you looking for an experienced Neutral? My innovative
settlement strategies may give you the edge needed to settle
your property claims, first party insurance claims, commercial
or construction claims.

martha@sd-adr.com
305.371.5490

Neutral Offices throughout Florida
MIAMI @ FT. LAUDERDALE @ PLANTATION

BOCA RATON @WEST PALM BEACH @ JACKSONVILLE

PATIENCE « PERSISTENCE « PROFESSIONALISM

FourTH ANNUAL ROGER H. STALEY
REAL PROPERTY SEMINAR

What is the tie between this Seminar, the Broward Bar Foundation,
Attorneys’ Real Estate Council of Broward County, and you? It is your desire
to learn and the passion Mr. Staley had for these organizations and in
educating inquiring minds.

For more information regarding event or sponsorship contact Lauren Riegler,
BCBA Event and CLE Manager at lauren@browardbar.org or (954)832-3618
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GOING FOURTH

Musings By the Fourth District Court of Appeal

Heads I Win, Tails You Lose
Borrower Not Entitled to Fees Where Bank Lacks Standing to Foreclose

In a mortgage foreclosure case, a typi-
cal defense is that the plaintiff lacks
standing to bring the case. Case law is
clear that standing must exist at the time
the case is filed, and if the plaintiff lacks
standing, the case must be dismissed.

With an apparent victory over the bank,
the joyous defendant borrower, or more
likely the borrower’s attorney, sees the
dollar signs in his or her mind’s eye.
The claim for prevailing party attor-
ney’s fees is then pursued against the
losing plaintiff bank.

Not so fast. In its opinion issued on June
21, 2017, in Nationstar Mortgage, LLC
v. Glass et al., the Fourth District quite
definitively put the kibosh on the defen-
dant borrower’s dreams of a nice pay-
day for winning the foreclosure case. In
Glass, the trial court dismissed the fore-
closure action as a result of the bank’s
lack of standing. The borrower then
proceeded with her claim for attorney’s
fees based on the standard attorney’s
fee provision in the mortgage coupled
with the mutuality provision of section
57.105(7), Florida Statutes.

The mutuality provision of section
57.105(7) is intended to level the play-
ing field where a parties’ contract pro-
vides for only one side to recover at-
torney’s fees if deemed the prevailing
party in litigation. As commonly ap-
plied, section 57.105(7) allows the pre-

by Alan Bryce Grossman

vailing party to recover attorney’s fees
based on a contract claim even though
that fee provision neglects to provide
for fees to the non-indicated contractual
party. While this provision does provide
a leveling of the respective strengths of
the parties’ positions in litigating con-
tractual disputes, such leveling has been
deemed, most recently in Glass, un-
available where the contract claim was
dismissed based on lack of standing.

In Glass, the Fourth District held that
where lack of standing requires dis-
missal of the foreclosure, lack of stand-
ing also indicates that no contract then
existed between the parties that would
invoke the mutuality provision of sec-
tion 57.105(7). The Glass court distin-
guished its recent opinion in Nudel v.
Flagstar Bank, FSB, 60 So. 3d 1163
(Fla. 4th DCA 2011), acknowledging
that “the result is different when the
plaintiff was also the originating lend-
er.” In Nudel, Flagstar Bank was the
“lender” on the mortgage, and MERS
was the “mortgagee”. The case in Nu-
del was dismissed because MERS failed
to assign the mortgage to Flagstar prior
to the case being filed. In Nudel, the fee
award was upheld by the Fourth Dis-
trict where dismissal occurred due to
lack of standing and where the plaintiff
(Flagstar Bank) was a party to the mort-
gage which the court was not allowed
to consider due to the lack of a pre-suit
assignment of that same document from
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MERS to Flagstar.

The reasoning in Glass that prevented
the borrower’s entitlement to attorney’s
fees related to the fact that Nationstar
was not the original lender on the mort-
gage, and because dismissal was re-
quired where no assignment of the mort-
gage to Nationstar existed when the case
was filed. The Fourth District succinctly
stated the law that “where a party pre-
vails by arguing that the plaintiff failed
to establish it had the right pursuant to
the contract to bring the action, the party
cannot simultaneously seek to take ad-
vantage of a fee provision in the same
contract.”

This rule of law dictates that, in foreclo-
sure cases, if the bank wins the foreclo-
sure, it wins as to attorney’s fees, but if
the bank loses the foreclosure (due to
lack of standing), the borrower cannot
seek attorney’s fees. H

Alan Bryce Grossman

is a sole practitioner in
Cooper City, practicing in
South Florida, and around
the state, and elsewhere,
for 26 years. His areas of
practice include litigation
and appeals in commercial,
property, and probate mat-
ters. He is a graduate of the
University of Florida and
the University of Baltimore
School of Law. He can be
reached at alan@abgross-
man.com or by calling
954-364-6294
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legal health corner

Eat Heaﬂﬁémﬁea@n?éﬂer “You”

Many of us lead hectic lives both pro-
fessionally and personally. Too often
our schedule negatively influences our
health choices, making us detrimental
to our own health. Aside from stress
and lack of exercise, we need to take a
closer look at what affects us the most,
our eating habits. Our society is plagued
by increasing rates of obesity, heart dis-
ease, cancer, diabetes, along with many
other illnesses affecting our longevity
and quality of life. A healthier diet is es-
sential to improving your physical and
mental health, positively affecting rela-
tionships, productivity, and happiness.

There are three main ingredients food
companies and restaurants use to compel
us to consume more of their products:
fat, salt, and sugar. Trans fats, which
are mostly used in processed foods, can
lead to heart disease and stroke. Salt,
which is added for flavor and preserva-
tion, can worsen high blood pressure
causing a sequalae of negative health
issues. Refined sugar is known to cause
inflammation that leads to many diseas-
es, affects hormones, and decreases our
immune system and energy levels.

It is important to note that we need the
right fats and sugars to sustain our bod-
ies, those that are derived from whole
foods. Whole foods are those which
are minimally processed and remain as
close to their natural form as possible.
They provide us essential nutrients our
bodies need. Examples include fruits,
vegetables, grains, nuts, seeds, and
fresh proteins.

Unfortunately, processed food has be-
come the primary food intake for many.
Processed foods are stripped of nutrients
and include chemicals that are harmful
to our bodies, leading to inflammation
and disease. Some of the worst culprits
are drinks, snacks, and prepared meals.
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by Deborah Ward
So how can we modify our habits to
improve our nutrition? Small, simple
changes to start. The most important
change is to ditch the processed sub-
stances and eat more of what our body
naturally recognizes, whole food.

We don’t pay enough attention to what
we drink. Most beverages have little
nutritional value. Sodas, coffee bever-
ages, flavored drinks, lemonades, and
juices are mostly comprised of sugar
and chemicals (including ‘diet’ drinks).
Wine and alcohol when metabolized
turn into sugar. Making water your pri-
mary source of fluid intake is key and
can dramatically improve your weight
and health.

Snacks are a favorite for most of us and
serve too often as meal replacement.
In general, foods that come from a box
or package are highly processed. This
includes chips, granola bars, crackers,
cookies, cereal, candy, and yogurt (ex-
cept plain Greek). Eating foods derived
from plants (fruits, vegetables, nuts, and
seeds) are a much better option when
‘snacking.’

Prepared meals have become a standard
for many households and is a contrib-
uting factor of obesity and declining
health. Meals that are frozen or made
by stores and restaurants are high in fat,
salt, and sugar for flavor and preserva-
tion. Cooking your own meals is always
the best option as you know and control
the ingredients you consume. To mini-
mize difficulty of home cooking, plan
and prepare meals ahead, use simple
recipes, and cook enough to last a cou-
ple of days.

Processed foods are in the middle of the
grocery store. Shop the perimeter of the
store as this is generally where more of
your ‘whole foods’ are located, such as

produce and proteins. Avoid the bakery
though.

If you don’t understand the ingredi-
ents, your body doesn’t either. Foods
that have less packaging and ‘health or
nutrition claims’ are healthier options.
Remember, fruits and vegetables don’t
have ingredient listings or health claims
on them. Use natural sweeteners instead
of refined sugar, such as honey, pure
maple syrup, or coconut sugar.

Avoid places where you must look up at
a menu to order as these places are load-
ed with the 3 magical ingredients we
spoke of earlier. Drink a glass of water
prior to going to a restaurant since we
are more impulsive about food choices
on an empty stomach. When eating out,
ask for dressings and sauces on the side.
Monitor your portion sizes and use a
small plate to serve your meals.

Bring your lunch and snacks to work.
Get up every hour while at work and
take a moment to walk around your of-
fice. Use this time to get a drink of wa-
ter and say hello to your colleagues and
staff.

Eating healthy lends to a more whole-
some environment, so make a positive
change for “you”. Enjoy yourself, but
moderation is key. Remember, you are
responsible for what your body con-
sumes. Even small changes can make a
big difference.

Deborah Ward, MSN,
ARNP, LNC is a board-
certified nurse practitio-
ner working as a legal
nurse consultant. Her
nursing expertise and le-
gal nurse consultant ser-
vices assist attorneys with
full case development of a
wide range of medical re-
lated cases. Deborah can
be contacted at deborah@
drwardconsulting.com or
(954) 290-7311.
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August

3 Bar at the Bar Legal Jam 23 YLS Town Hall Meeting
Time: 6:00 p.m. Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Venue: Marina 84 Sports Bar & Grill Venue: BCBA Conference Center
Cost: No Cost
24 CLE: Digital evidence - win your
5 YLS Giving back to the Ft. case and protect your client
Lauderdale Police Department Presented by: LOGICFORCE
Donation Drop off Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Venue: BCBA Conference Center
Venue: BCBA Conference Center Cost: $10 BCBA Member; $20 Non-
Member
9 CLE: Protecting yourself from
Cyber Incidents *Technology 30 CLE: Current Topics in Trade
Credit Secret Litigation
Presented by: LAN Infotech Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Time: 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Venue: BCBA Conference
Venue: BCBA Conference Center Center
Cost: $15 BCBA Member; $25 Non- Cost: $15 BCBA Member; $25 Non-
Member Member

9 BCBA Meatballs and Martinis
Clerk and Bar Committee Members
Meet and Mingle
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Venue: Anthony’s Runway 84
Cost: $5 BCBA Clerk and Bar
Member; $10 BCBA Member; $20
Non-Member *$5 walk-in fee

10 YLS Happy Hour
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Venue: Lauderdale Yacht Club

BROWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION BARRISTER

calendar of events

Upcoming Special Events

Visit our online Calendar for more
information.

September 15
2017 Roger Staley Memorial Real
Property Seminar

September 19
2017 Constitution Day Reading &
Reception

October 20

2017 BCBA Bench and Bar
Conference

Visit www.browardbenchandbar.org
for more information.

Sponsorships and Exhibitor Booths
Available!

November 30
BCBA Member Holiday Party

FOLLOW THE BCBA

Facebook | Instagram | Twitter | LinkedIn

visit www.browardbar.org
for easy access to our social media links

photos « events ¢ legal news « and more!
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www.browardbar.org

PROBATE | TRUST | GUARDIANSHIP
LITIGATION

NEED HELP PUTTING IT TOGETHER?

515 East Las Olas Boulevard | Suite 1050 | Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
www.florida-probate-lawyer.com

TOLL FREE: 800-249-8125

DIVISION OF FEES PAID IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA BAR RULES.



