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61.046, Florida Statutes: Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term: 

 

(1) “Business day” means any day other than a Saturday, Sunday, or legal 

holiday. 

(2) “Clerk of Court Child Support Collection System” or “CLERC System” means 

the automated system established pursuant to s. 61.181(2)(b)1., integrating all 

clerks of court and depositories and through which payment data and State Case 

Registry data is transmitted to the department’s automated child support 

enforcement system. 

(3) “Department” means the Department of Revenue. 

(4) “Depository” means the central governmental depository established 

pursuant to s. 61.181, created by special act of the Legislature or other entity 

established before June 1, 1985, to perform depository functions and to receive, 

record, report, disburse, monitor, and otherwise handle alimony and child 

support payments not otherwise required to be processed by the State 

Disbursement Unit. 

(5) “Electronic communication” means contact, other than face-to-face contact, 

facilitated by tools such as telephones, electronic mail or e-mail, webcams, video-

conferencing equipment and software or other wired or wireless technologies, or 

other means of communication to supplement face-to-face contact between a 

parent and that parent’s minor child. 

(6) “Federal Case Registry of Child Support Orders” means the automated 

registry of support order abstracts and other information established and 

maintained by the United States Department of Health and Human Services as 

provided by 42 U.S.C. s. 653(h). 

(7) “Health insurance” means coverage under a fee-for-service arrangement, 

health maintenance organization, or preferred provider organization, and other 

types of coverage available to either parent, under which medical services could 

be provided to a dependent child. 

(8) “Income” means any form of payment to an individual, regardless of source, 

including, but not limited to: wages, salary, commissions and bonuses, 

compensation as an independent contractor, worker’s compensation, disability 

benefits, annuity and retirement benefits, pensions, dividends, interest, 

royalties, trusts, and any other payments, made by any person, private entity, 

federal or state government, or any unit of local government. United States 

Department of Veterans Affairs disability benefits and reemployment assistance 

or unemployment compensation, as defined in chapter 443, are excluded from 

this definition of income except for purposes of establishing an amount of 

support. 
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(9) “IV-D” means services provided pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security 

Act, 42 U.S.C. ss. 651 et seq. 

(10) “Local officer” means an elected or appointed constitutional or charter 

government official including, but not limited to, the state attorney and clerk of 

the circuit court. 

(11) “National medical support notice” means the notice required under 42 

U.S.C. s. 666(a)(19). 

(12) “Obligee” means the person to whom payments are made pursuant to an 

order establishing, enforcing, or modifying an obligation for alimony, for child 

support, or for alimony and child support. 

(13) “Obligor” means a person responsible for making payments pursuant to 

an order establishing, enforcing, or modifying an obligation for alimony, for child 

support, or for alimony and child support. 

(14) “Parenting plan” means a document created to govern the relationship 

between the parents relating to decisions that must be made regarding the minor 

child and must contain a time-sharing schedule for the parents and child. The 

issues concerning the minor child may include, but are not limited to, the child’s 

education, health care, and physical, social, and emotional well-being. In 

creating the plan, all circumstances between the parents, including their historic 

relationship, domestic violence, and other factors must be taken into 

consideration. 

(a) The parenting plan must be: 

1. Developed and agreed to by the parents and approved by a court; or 

2. Established by the court, with or without the use of a court-ordered 

parenting plan recommendation, if the parents cannot agree to a plan or the 

parents agreed to a plan that is not approved by the court. 

(b) Any parenting plan formulated under this chapter must address all 

jurisdictional issues, including the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and 

Enforcement Act, part II of this chapter, the International Child Abduction 

Remedies Act, 42 U.S.C. ss. 11601 et seq., the Parental Kidnapping Prevention 

Act, and the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction 

enacted at the Hague on October 25, 1980. 

(c) For purposes of the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement 

Act, part II of this chapter, a judgment or order incorporating a parenting plan 

under this part is a child custody determination under part II of this chapter. 

(d) For purposes of the International Child Abduction Remedies Act, 42 U.S.C. 

ss. 11601 et seq., and the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child 

Abduction, enacted at the Hague on October 25, 1980, rights of custody and 

rights of access are determined pursuant to the parenting plan under this part. 
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(15) “Parenting plan recommendation” means a nonbinding recommendation 

concerning one or more elements of a parenting plan made by a court-appointed 

mental health practitioner or other professional designated pursuant to s. 61.20, 

s. 61.401, or Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure 12.363. 

(16) “Payor” means an employer or former employer or any other person or 

agency providing or administering income to the obligor. 

(17) “Shared parental responsibility” means a court-ordered relationship in 

which both parents retain full parental rights and responsibilities with respect 

to their child and in which both parents confer with each other so that major 

decisions affecting the welfare of the child will be determined jointly. 

(18) “Sole parental responsibility” means a court-ordered relationship in which 

one parent makes decisions regarding the minor child. 

(19) “State Case Registry” means the automated registry maintained by the Title 

IV-D agency, containing records of each Title IV-D case and of each support order 

established or modified in the state on or after October 1, 1998. Such records 

shall consist of data elements as required by the United States Secretary of 

Health and Human Services. 

(20) “State Disbursement Unit” means the unit established and operated by the 

Title IV-D agency to provide one central address for collection and disbursement 

of child support payments made in cases enforced by the department pursuant 

to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act and in cases not being enforced by the 

department in which the support order was initially issued in this state on or 

after January 1, 1994, and in which the obligor’s child support obligation is 

being paid through income deduction order. 

(21) “Support order” means a judgment, decree, or order, whether temporary 

or final, issued by a court of competent jurisdiction or administrative agency for 

the support and maintenance of a child which provides for monetary support, 

health care, arrearages, or past support. When the child support obligation is 

being enforced by the Department of Revenue, the term “support order” also 

means a judgment, decree, or order, whether temporary or final, issued by a 

court of competent jurisdiction for the support and maintenance of a child and 

the spouse or former spouse of the obligor with whom the child is living which 

provides for monetary support, health care, arrearages, or past support. 

(22) “Support,” unless otherwise specified, means: 

(a) Child support and, when the child support obligation is being enforced by 

the Department of Revenue, spousal support or alimony for the spouse or former 

spouse of the obligor with whom the child is living. 

(b) Child support only in cases not being enforced by the Department of 

Revenue. 
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(23) “Time-sharing schedule” means a timetable that must be included in the 

parenting plan that specifies the time, including overnights and holidays, that a 

minor child will spend with each parent. The time-sharing schedule shall be: 

(a) Developed and agreed to by the parents of a minor child and approved by 

the court; or 

(b) Established by the court if the parents cannot agree or if their agreed-upon 

schedule is not approved by the court. 

 

 

61.13, Florida Statutes: Support of children; parenting and time-sharing; 

powers of court.— 

 

*** 

 

(2)(b) A parenting plan approved by the court must, at a minimum: 

1. Describe in adequate detail how the parents will share and be responsible 

for the daily tasks associated with the upbringing of the child; 

2. Include the time-sharing schedule arrangements that specify the time that 

the minor child will spend with each parent; 

3. Designate who will be responsible for: 

a. Any and all forms of health care. If the court orders shared parental 

responsibility over health care decisions, the parenting plan must provide that 

either parent may consent to mental health treatment for the child. 

b. School-related matters, including the address to be used for school-

boundary determination and registration. 

c. Other activities; and 

4. Describe in adequate detail the methods and technologies that the parents 

will use to communicate with the child. 

(c) The court shall determine all matters relating to parenting and time-sharing 

of each minor child of the parties in accordance with the best interests of the 

child and in accordance with the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and 

Enforcement Act, except that modification of a parenting plan and time-sharing 

schedule requires a showing of a substantial, material, and unanticipated 

change of circumstances. 

1. It is the public policy of this state that each minor child has frequent and 

continuing contact with both parents after the parents separate or the marriage 

of the parties is dissolved and to encourage parents to share the rights and 

responsibilities, and joys, of childrearing. There is no presumption for or against 

the father or mother of the child or for or against any specific time-sharing 

schedule when creating or modifying the parenting plan of the child. 
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2. The court shall order that the parental responsibility for a minor child be 

shared by both parents unless the court finds that shared parental responsibility 

would be detrimental to the child. Evidence that a parent has been convicted of 

a misdemeanor of the first degree or higher involving domestic violence, as 

defined in s. 741.28 and chapter 775, or meets the criteria of s. 39.806(1)(d), 

creates a rebuttable presumption of detriment to the child. If the presumption is 

not rebutted after the convicted parent is advised by the court that the 

presumption exists, shared parental responsibility, including time-sharing with 

the child, and decisions made regarding the child, may not be granted to the 

convicted parent. However, the convicted parent is not relieved of any obligation 

to provide financial support. If the court determines that shared parental 

responsibility would be detrimental to the child, it may order sole parental 

responsibility and make such arrangements for time-sharing as specified in the 

parenting plan as will best protect the child or abused spouse from further harm. 

Whether or not there is a conviction of any offense of domestic violence or child 

abuse or the existence of an injunction for protection against domestic violence, 

the court shall consider evidence of domestic violence or child abuse as evidence 

of detriment to the child. 
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Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.425(b). Minimization of the Filing of 

Sensitive Information 

 

 

(b) Exceptions. Subdivision (a) does not apply to the following: (1) An account 

number which identifies the property alleged to be the subject of a proceeding; 

(2) The record of an administrative or agency proceeding; (3) The record in 

appellate or review proceedings; (4) The birth date of a minor whenever the birth 

date is necessary for the court to establish or maintain subject matter 

jurisdiction; (5) The name of a minor in any order relating to parental 

responsibility, time-sharing, or child support; 

 


