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HOLD
THE DATE…
Monday, May 11
6th Annual Judicial Reception

and Program coordinated by the

Jewish Federation of Broward

County
For details see page 8.

HOLD
THE DATE...
Thursday, May 7
Broward County Bar Young
Lawyers Section Judicial

Reception
For details see page 19.

THE 17th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ANNOUNCES ONLINE SCHEDULING
Circuit Civil Division 13 (Judge Jack Tuter) is pleased to announce a pilot

project that will allow for requesting and cancellation of UMC hearings, via
an online web based system.

The goals of this project are to allow users to self-set 8:45 motions; view
and change the dates motions are set; alleviate the necessity of calling judicial
assistants to confirm, cancel or change hearings set on motion calendar.

Judges Tuter, Carney and Tobin will evaluate the project after substantial
usage and implement any necessary changes to make the program as user
friendly and efficient as possible.

The system will eventually be available to all general civil division judges
once the stability and functionality of the system is fully tested.
Local Rule 10 A and all Florida Rules of Civil Procedure are not
changed.

The online system is simply an electronic way of self - scheduling motions.
All motions must have been filed before scheduling any hearing and a
courtesy copy of the motion must be mailed to the Judge’s Judicial Assistant.
Users having cases in Division (13) are encouraged to participate and learn
how the program works. Judges Tuter, Tobin and Carney want to offer special
recognition to the JIS unit of Court Administration for their tireless work in
setting up and helping to implement the program. Visit www.browardbar.org.
If you have any technical questions please send e-mail to
calendar@17th.flcourts.org

Jack Seiler Sworn in as Mayor
Newly elected City Commission were sworn in on Tuesday March 17, 2009.

From left: Commissioner Bobby B. Dubose (District III), Vice Mayor Charlotte E. Rodstrom
(District II), Mayor Jack Seiler, Commissioner Bruce G. Roberts (District I) and Commissioner

Romney Rogers (District IV)

HOLD
THE DATE...

October 16, 2009

Bench and Bar Convention

Broward County
Convention Center

Sponsors and Exhibits welcome
Please contact Art Goldberg at

(954) 764- 8040 x 204

HOLD THE DATE...
Friday, May 1, 2009

Noon
At the Tower Club

Law Day Luncheon
Keynote speaker- Professor

Bruce Rogow, Nova Southeastern
Shepard Broad Law Center

Sponsorships Available
Contact the BCBA at (954) 764- 8040
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This has been the driest winter on record
in South Florida. As I write my column
on Saint Patrick’s Day, we finally just got
some badly needed rain, which is so very
refreshing.

It is springtime, and students and parents are planning on
college. Please support whatever scholarships you can, so
students can have an opportunity to go to college. I was the
first of my family to become an attorney, and had to work
my way through law school. I was fortunate to at least
receive government student loans, a scholarship while at
Nova Law School, and some additional financial aid, but it
was still really hard. With the economy so upside down
lately, scholarships are more important than ever.

I enjoyed the 59th Annual Breakfast of the Emerald Society
of Fort Lauderdale on March 15th, 2009, at Bahia Mar,
where Attorney Charles Whitelock was honored as Irish
Person of the Year; Attorney Scott Rothstein was honored as
Humanitarian of the Year; Sheriff Al Lamberti was Honored
as Irish Person of the Day; and the wife of our own BCBA
Board Member John Jordan - Diane Jordan --was honored as
Irish Mother of the Year. The Society always presents a
cheerful and colorful way to start a Sunday Morning (Kelly
Green everywhere…Irish Dancers, Music, Prizes, and great
fellowship), and annually award a scholarship based on an
essay by a deserving student.

Likewise, I had the pleasure to attend the Hollywood
Kiwanis Annual Pancake Breakfast, where our own Past-
President Victor DiBianchi, Jr., BCBAMember Alan Paoli,
and their families always participate. The Kiwanis also
provide Scholarships to deserving students.

I also had the honor of sitting on the Scholarship Committee
this past month for Hollywood Hills High School (where I
graduated in 1972!) for my Hollywood Rotary Club, which
also provides scholarships to deserving students. Rev. Terry
Danger of St. John’s Lutheran Church chaired the
committee, and we were able to provide several thousand
dollars of Rotary scholarships to six students.

Welcome to April. If you didn’t get the Barrister on April
1st, well, April Fools’ Day!

Many of you are unfamiliar with what goes on behind the
scenes at BCBA, causing the old adage “Out of sight is out
of mind” to ring familiar. For those of you who may not
know, there is always a flurry of activity going on at, and by,
BCBA.

We are always busy planning for “the next”…the next
seminar, section or committee meeting, ballot, directory,

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Christopher M. “Chris” Neilson

survey, board meeting, robing, luncheon, Barrister, event,
etc., etc., etc. Our staff and volunteers work extremely hard,
and must constantly multi-task to complete the current
project in a timely manner within set deadlines, while
simultaneously beginning to plan the next project. And on
and on it goes. It is kind of like painting the Golden Gate
Bridge … by the time you begin prepping and painting at one
end and complete the job at the other end, it is already time
to start all over on the end you began with!

At the same time, daily tasks continue…such as processing
the considerable mail we receive, greeting visitors, receiving
deliveries, answering the ever-ringing telephones, emails,
faxes, maintaining the property, ordering and stocking
supplies, dealing with advertising, marketing, and
membership needs. Whew!

We are currently in the process of completing the ballot for
the election of Board Members, which will be mailed out
shortly. Please take the time to review, complete, and return
the ballot promptly, so we truly have an important
representative vote of all of our members.

The Bench and Bar Committee are working diligently to plan
our upcoming Quadrennial Bench-Bar Convention, which is
scheduled for all day on Friday, October 16, 2009. This
event only is held once every four years, and has been a
tremendous success in the past, growing considerably every
time. In fact, over the past several decades, this event has
outgrown all prior locations, and beginning in 2005, is now
held at the Broward County Convention Center.

This should be an outstanding convention. We expect to
have up to 1000 judges and lawyers attending. The seminar
will allow all of our Broward County Bar Association
Sections and Committees, as well as all Voluntary Bar
Associations in Broward County, to participate and present
meaningful programs. In fact, on March 23 we hosted a
luncheon for all of these Voluntary Bar Association leaders at
BCBA, and requested and encouraged their participation.
Our convention will include breakfast, a nice sit down plated
luncheon, great keynote speakers, and multiple seminars in
all areas of the law will proceed simultaneously throughout
the day. Seven hours of CLE credit will be available,
numerous Exhibitors and great Door Prizes will fill the event
… and we plan on having a nice reception at the end of the
day.

We are very grateful to Mellon Bank for once again stepping
up to be the overall sponsor for our 2009 BCBA Quadrennial
Bench and Bar Conference, as they have been in the past.
Likewise, the Law firm of Krupnick, Campbell, Malone,
Buser, Slama, Hancock, Lieberman and McKee once again
has agreed to be the overall Law Firm Sponsor.

Wednesday, April 1st:
Solo Small Law Firm Networking Lunch. Olive
Garden, 1555 N. University Drive, Coral Springs
(954) 344-5226, RSVP to: Evan Ostfeld (954)
227-7529 or Evan@attorney4life.com.

Thursday, April 2nd:
South Broward County Bar Association Monthly
Luncheon. Noon. At the Ark Restaurant in
Davie. Guest Speaker- Mike Satz- State Attorney.
For more information contact 954- 791-3939.

Friday, April 3rd:
Solo Small Law Firm Networking Lunch. The
Ark, 6255 Stirling Road, Hollywood (954) 584-
3075, RSVP to: David Silverstone (954) 367-0770
or david@dsilverstone.com.

Monday, April 6th:
Grievance Committee 17G Meeting. 2:00 p.m. Broward
County Bar Association’s, Norma B. Howard Bar Center,
1051 SE 3rd Ave. Ft. Lauderdale, 33316.

Tuesday, April 16th:
Federal Bar Association Broward County Chapter Lunch.
Guest Speaker: Judge Kenneth Marra. Riverside Hotel in
Fort Lauderdale. Cost: If reservation and prepayment are
received by April 9th: Members: $30; Non-members: $35;
Judiciary $15. If reservation received and payment made
at the door, Members $35; Non-members $40; Judiciary
$20. RSVP required, to reserve a seat please E-mail
lwilliams@bergersingerman.com.

Friday, April 17th:
Solo Small Law Firm Networking Lunch. East City Grill,
1800 Bell Tower Lane, Weston Town Center, Weston (954)
424-7201, RSVP to: Rick Woolf (954) 252-0043 or
rwoolf@woolffinancial.com.

Friday, April 17th:
Broward County Hispanic Bar Association April
Luncheon. Featuring Jesse H. Diner, President Elect of
the Florida Bar. 11:45 a.m. Riverside Hotel. Please
RSVP by April 14, to Carmen@Velasquez-law.com.

Monday, April 20th:
FREE CLE Seminar. Topic- Features and Benefits of
Annuities. 1 Hour CLE. 4:00p.m. At the Broward County
Bar Association Conference Room, 1051 SE 3rd Ave, Ft.
Lauderdale. Please RSVP to 561-961-9311.

Tuesday, April 21st:
Grievance Committee 17H Meeting. 2:00 p.m. Broward
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS County Bar Association’s, Norma B. Howard Bar Center,
1051 SE 3rd Ave. Ft. Lauderdale, 33316.

Tuesday, April 21st:
Solo Small Law Firm Networking Lunch. Olive Garden,
807 S. University Drive, The Fountains, Plantation (954)
424-7201, RSVP to: John Rizvi (954) 452-0033 or
johnrizvi@ideaattorneys.com.

Thursday, April 23rd:
The Florida Bar Continuing Legal Education Committee
Presents a Seminar: Basic Labor and Employment 2009.
At the Hyatt Regency Pier 66, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 8:30-
4:45p.m. To register log on to www.flabar.org/CLE.

Friday, April 24th:
Solo Small Law Firm Networking Lunch. J. Marks
Restaurant, 1490 Copans Road, Pompano Beach (954)
782-7000 RSVP to: Jane Bolin (954) 316-1339 or
jane@peytonbolin.com.

Wednesday, April 29th:
The Broward County Bar Association’s Probate and Trust
Section Presents: Trust Administration Seminar. Speaker:
Brian Felcoski, Begins at 5:15p.m. At the Norma B.
Howard Bar Center, 1051 SE 3rd Ave, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
33316. Cost: $15. To register log on to
www.Browardbar.org/events or call 954- 764- 8040.

Thursday, April 30th:
Solo Small Law Firm Networking Lunch. Bimini Boat
Yard, 1555 SE 17th St., Fort Lauderdale, (954) 525-7400,
RSVP to: Beth Lindie (954) 764-5400 or
blindie@lawyers.com.

Friday, May 1st:
Broward County Bar Association Law Day Luncheon.
12:00 noon. Speaker: Bruce S. Rogow, Esq. At
the Tower Club, 1 Financial Plaza, 100 SE 3rd
Avenue, 28th floor. RSVP to Broward County Bar
Association at (954) 764-8040.

Thursday, May 7th:
South Broward Bar Association monthly
Luncheon. Noon. At the Ark Restaurant in
Davie. Guest speaker Judge Robert Rosenberg.
For more information contact 954-791-3939.

Thursday, May 7th:
Young Lawyers Section Judicial Reception.
5:30- 7:30p.m. New River Center Rotunda, 200
East Las Olas Blvd. Fort Lauderdale. Cost is $35
for members of the BCBA and $45 for non-
members. RSVP via phone to Sharon McGuire
at (954) 522-2200.
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The Broward Barrister is published by the Broward County Bar Association a
part of our commitment to provide membership with information relating to

issues and concerns on the local level. Opinions and positions expressed in the
signed materials are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the

views of this publication or the Broward County Bar Association.
1051 SE Third Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

BROWARD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS JULY 1 2008– JUNE 30, 2009

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT CHRISTOPHER M. “CHRIS” NEILSON 920-4529

PRESIDENT-ELECT CARLOS M. LLORENTE 485-4470
TREASURER BRUCE A. WEIHE 568-7000

SECRETARY JORDANA L. GOLDSTEIN 474-8080
PAST PRESIDENT BARBARA K. SUNSHINE 587-9539

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Southeast
Michele A. Cavallaro 925-8228
Edward F, Holodak 927-3436
Morrie I. Levine 925-9000

West
Roshawn J. Banks 747-1843
Michael R. Vines 881-3503
Robin S. Moselle 315-0923

Southwest
Diana Santa Maria 434-1077

JUDICIAL REPRESENTATIVE
The Honorable John B. Bowman

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Art Goldberg 764-8040 Fax: 764-8060

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION OFFICERS
President Scott P. Chitoff 522-2200
President-Elect Michael B. Gilden 924-0300
Secretary/Treasurer David Hirschberg 967-5458

FLORIDA BAR BOARD OF GOVERNORS-17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Allison Bethel 712-4605 Eugene Pettis 523-9922
Jesse H. Diner 925-5501 Frank C. Walker 764-7676
Nancy W. Gregoire 761-8600

17TH CIRCUIT BOARD OF GOVERNORS,YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
Scott Chitoff Felicia Jordan Adam Rabinowitz Ghenette Wright Muir

Central
Ray G. Ferrero III 494-6066
Paul G. Finizio 767-6000
Deborah P. FitzGerald 463-8456
John G. Jordan 772-8222
Edwina V. Kessler 463-8593
Todd R. McPharlin 522-6601
Angel Petti Rosenberg 463-9077

Northwest
Jorge E. Hurtado 777-4711

Northeast
Alan S. Fishman 975-7800
Patrick B. Giunta 928-0100
Julie F. Klahr

Please save the date and plan on attending this fabulous
seminar. We are currently looking at around $175 for early
registration fees for members, and will include breakfast,
lunch, 7 CLE’S, and the reception and great door prizes.
We have asked the Chief Judge and Court Administration to
request the courts to clear the docket for this date so that
everyone will be able to attend.

In fact, right now is a great opportunity to get in on the
ground floor, and secure one of the coveted limited
Exhibitor opportunities. If you or one of your clients or
contacts has a product or service they would like to market
to a great group, this is the opportunity. Please contact our
BCBA Executive Director, Art Goldberg at 954-764-8040 if
you are interested. If you are interested in sponsorship,
please contact BCBA Board Member and Sponsorship Chair
Attorney Robin Moselle at 954-315-0923. If you would like
to present a seminar, please contact BCBA Board Member
and CLE Seminar Chair Morrie Levine at 954-925-9000. If
you have any other ideas or input, please feel free to contact
our Bench and Bar Chair Attorney Michael Fischler at 954-
763-5778, or myself, Chair of the 2009 Convention.

On March 14, BCBA hosted a seminar on how to conduct
effective mediations, presented by the South Florida
Mediators and Arbitrators. We also hosted a Judgment
Collection Seminar and lunch, which was filled to capacity,
on March 19th, at our Norma Howard Education Center. I
had the pleasure of introducing Attorney Robin Moselle,
who presented the Collection Seminar, and delivered an
excellent power-point and handout presentation on
Collections.

The Young Lawyers held their 7th Annual Bowl-AThon
on March 21, at Manor Lanes in Wilton Manors,
which we always support and attend. This year, Art and Jane
Goldberg, Carlos and Maria Llorente, BCBA Bookkeeper
Tish Guiffreda and her grandson David, Attorney Mark
Rickard, and my wife Connie and I bowled for BCBA.
Mark used to tour with the PBA, and Tish’s grandson is up
and coming…as for the rest of us, well, there is always next
year. At least our team bowled somewhere between first
and last on the combined scores of our second game (within
the thirteen teams bowling), and we did not come in last!
And, it does seem to be rather Presidential this year in any
event! A big thank you to Bart Ostrzenski and his wife,
Matt Lerner, Vicki Swain, YLS President Scott Chitoff, and
all of the YLS and BCBA members and their friends and
families for once again making this a very successful event
for Cystic Fibrosis.

The South Broward Bar Association held its first Annual
Installation Dinner on March 5th at Signature Grand. Their
President Ken Hassett and members hosted a really nice
event. Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Peggy A.
Quince was the keynote speaker. Chief Justice Quince
stressed the importance of adequate court funding, noting

that as a co-equal branch of government, our Florida Judicial
Branch receives only approximately .7% of the state budget,
with the Executive and Legislative branches receiving the
remaining 99.3%! I have always thought that this is
disproportionately unfair to our Judicial Branch. This
becomes even more severe under the current economic crisis
we are in.

We are all ambassadors to our profession. I encourage each
and every one of you to educate yourself as to the severe
issues we face, and in turn help educate those you come into
contact with to support full and adequate funding
for our court system. Anything less
should not be tolerated.

All the best!
Chris

OFFICE SPACE
DOWNTOWN
Class A downtown Broward law offices with beautiful 20th
floor view, within established firm. Nice appearance,
collegial atmosphere. One or two offices available, with
secretarial stations. Receptionist, copier, fax, scanner and
library. Call Richard at 954-463-8456.

FORT LAUDERDALE
One block south of the courthouse. Light and spacious
offices for up to three professionals and assistants. Shared
reception and conference room, kitchen, bath and ample
parking. Available October 1, 2008. Contact (954) 463-
3779 or myattk@bellsouth.net.

FORT LAUDERDALE
2 private offices (1 with private entrance & 1 with private
restroom) and secretarial area, 991 sf. $2,500/month gross
plus sales tax. Includes wireless internet service, “green”
office cleaning and use of reception area & conference
room. Copier/scanner and monument signage available.
Short walk to courthouse. Three parking spaces. Michelle
Trca, 954.467.6711, ext. 2.

FORT LAUDERDALE
800 sq.ft. office with w/2 secretary stations on Federal
Highway near Holy Cross Hospital; share reception area,
conference room, copier and phone system. Call 954-772-
4460

FORT LAUDERDALE
Near Courthouse, Davie Blvd. Available February 9, 2009.
Up to two professional offices and up to three secretarial
carrels, includes ample parking, shared reception area,
library, conference room and kitchen. Call Suzanne at 954-
524-8111.

FORT LAUDERDALE
MODERN PROFESSIONAL BUILDING UNIQUE
PRIVATE FLOOR 2300 SQ. FT. E. COMMERCIAL
BLVD & FEDERAL HWY. 954 563-7948 OR 954 815-
3122

OAKLAND PARK/ FT. LAUDERDALE
Two offices available, furnished or unfurnished. Shared
conference room, Reception. Internet Access included.
High visibility area on Oakland Park Blvd across from the
main post office. Referral work probable. Call Antonette
Russell: 954-358-5555 or Email:
arussell@russelllawfirm.com

POMPANO BEACH
One office plus secretarial space conveniently located
between I-95 and the Turnpike on Sample Road. Use of
conference room, internet, and all office equipment. Please
contact Alan Fishman 954- 975- 7800.

PLANTATION
Office space to share with transactional attorney on
Broward Blvd. Conference room, copier, facsimile &
phone system available. Separate office for staff available.
Referrals also available. (954) 474-5988.

WESTON TOWN CENTER
Office space to share with two other attorneys. Sublease of
2 offices and 1 legal assistant area for immediate use.
Conference room, copier, facsimile, and phone system
available. Contact John Sorkin, Esq. at 954- 515-0011 or
john@johnsorkinpa.com.

CLASSIFIED
BILINGUAL MEDIATORS, INC. SEEKING
BILINGUAL MEDIATORS
Bilingual Mediators Inc. recently formed by trial attorney,
Diana Santa Maria, is seeking supreme court certified
mediators who are fluent in 2nd languages for full or part
time work on a contract basis. If interested please submit
your CV or Resume by email to : diana@santamarialaw.net
or by fax to 1-866-314-4808 .

Personal assistant, Administrative assistant, Office
Manager, Bookkeeper F/T or P/T Please call JoAnna 954-
829-9051

Broward County Court Administrator's Office is presently
seeking applicants for the following State-funded position:
Circuit Judicial Assistant -- $34,039.56
This position will remain open until filled. Official
application and additional information may be obtained
from the Court Administrator’s Office, Broward County
Courthouse, 201 S.E. 6th Street, Room 470, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33301 or visiting our website at
www.17th.flcourts.org. E/O/E

HOLD THE DATE…
Friday June 19, 2009

A Marlins outing with the

North Broward Bar

Association

Start time: 7:00 p.m.

Sign up now at www.northbrowardbar.org

2009 BCBA ELECTION
Don’t forgot to mail your

BCBA Ballot to the Bar Office.
Please sign ballot envelope.

Ballot must be received on or before April 15.
Don’t be discounted – VOTE!
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1. Child Custody/ UCCJEA
Karam v. Karam,
34 Fla. L. Weekly D544 (Fla. 3d
DCAMarch 11, 2009).
Although a proceeding concerning
custody had been commenced in a

French court, the Third District held that Florida could
exercise jurisdiction over the custody issue because the
French court did not exercise its jurisdiction
substantially in conformity with the UCCJEA. Under
the UCCJEA, Florida would be the children’s home
state, whereas the French court applied different
jurisdictional criteria. Accordingly, the trial court
departed from the essential requirements of law in
dismissing the custody portion of the wife’s petition
for dissolution of marriage.

2. Civil Procedure/Default
Moynet v. Courtois,
34 Fla. L. Weekly D401 (Fla. 3rd DCA February 18,
2009).
In an action for civil theft, the defendant did not
answer and suffered a default judgment. In her motion
to vacate, she failed to show excusable neglect, instead
arguing that the complaint had failed to state a cause of
action. Because there was no showing of excusable
neglect, the trial court denied the motion. On appeal
the Third District reversed, holding that even though
there was no showing of excusable neglect, the
judgment could not stand because the complaint failed
to state a cause of action.

3.Civil Procedure/Notice of Evidentiary Hearing
Herranz v. Siam,
34 Fla. L. Weekly D400 (Fla. 3rd DCA February 18,
2009).
After the trial court granted a motion to strike a
complaint as a sham pleading, based on testimony
received at a motion calendar hearing, the Third
District reversed because the notice setting the hearing
on a motion calendar did not specify that it was to be
an evidentiary hearing. The court noted that although a
trial judge is not prohibited from hearing testimony at a
motion calendar on an undisputed matter, specific
notice of intention to allow testimony on a contested
matter must be given in advance of the hearing in order
to allow the other party a reasonable opportunity to
prepare.

4. Covenant Not to Compete
Miller v. Preefer,
34 Fla. L. Weekly D383 (Fla. 4th DCA February 18,
2009).

Although a non-competition covenant did not satisfy
the relationship requirements of the applicable statute
and acted as a restraint of trade, the Fourth District
held that it could not declare it unenforceable because
the covenant had previously been incorporated into a
final judgment resolving a prior lawsuit. The court
held that it essentially became “sheltered within the
judgment” as a result of the settlement agreement in
the prior case, and it could not thereafter be collaterally
challenged in the present declaratory action.

5. Intentional Interference with Custodial
Relationship
Stewart v. Walker,
34 Fla. L. Weekly D441 (Fla. 4th DCA February 25,
2009).
In a dispute between the unwed parents of a child, both
appearing pro se, the Fourth District affirmed a trial
court’s decision that the father had no standing
regarding his claim of intentional interference in
custodial rights. However, the court held that the
concept of standing in terms of custodial rights was
irrelevant to his additional claim of intentional
infliction of emotional distress based on the mother’s
removal of their child from the state. Accordingly, it
reversed the dismissal of that portion of the father’s
complaint.

6. Medical Malpractice/Contribution
Healthcare Staffing Solutions, Inc. v. Wilkinson,
34 Fla. L. Weekly D406 (Fla. 1st DCA February 19,
2009).
After a medical malpractice suit was settled, with the
hospital funding the settlement, the hospital sought
contribution from the medical staffing service which
provided the traveling nurse who was primarily
responsible for the patient’s care. Although the service
proffered evidence of negligence by certain physicians,
the trial court held that this was irrelevant in the
contribution action. On appeal, the First District
reversed, holding that the contribution statute required
a determination of the “entire liability,” and that, as in
the case of Fabre defendants, the court was required to
consider the relative degrees of fault of “all other
actors who contributed to the injury.”

Nancy Little Hoffmann is a Board-Certified Appellate Lawyer
practicing in the Fort Lauderdale area since 1974. She may be
contacted at 954-771-0606 or by e-mail at
NLHappeals@aol.com.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LAW
by Nancy Little Hoffmann
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2009 BCBA Bench and Bar Convention set for October 16
The Bench and Bar Committee of the Broward County Bar Association, chaired by Michael Fischler, Esq., is
working hard to organize the 2009 Quadrennial Bench-Bar Conference scheduled for Friday, October 16, 2009.
Conference Chairman and current B.C.B.A. President, Christopher Neilson, Esq., believes this conference is
the best CLE value available. Seven hours of CLE credit (including 1.0 hour of ethics credit or more) will be
available for less than the price of most 90 minute teleconferences ($195.00 for early pre-registration).

If you are interested in presenting one of the 50 minute seminars or an entire track of seminars (3 in
the morning and 3 in the afternoon), please contact Morrie Levine, Esq., 2009 B.C.B.A. Bench-Bar Conference
CLE Chairman and Coordinator at 954-925-9000. Also, there are limited sponsorship opportunities still
available. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of this event, please contact Robin Moselle, Esq. at 954-
315-0923. Remember, there were over 500 participants (Judges and Attorneys) at the 2005 Bench-Bar
Conference despite the fact that Hurricane Wilma was approaching Broward County.

Legal Aid Service of Broward County and
The Broward County Bar Association

Team Up to Fight Foreclosure
Plantation (February 26, 2009) -- Legal Aid Service of Broward County (LAS) and The Broward
County Bar Association recently held a free CLE Seminar on basic foreclosure, followed by three
foreclosure clinics in a joint effort to combat the growing crisis.

“In Broward the foreclosure rate is estimated at more than 300 times the national average,
leaving countless low-income families homeless due to lack of legal counsel,” said Kimberly L.
Zaffere, Pro Bono Coordinator for LAS.

The CLE Seminar was held at the Norma B. Howard Center on November 14, 2008. LAS
Attorney Shawn C. Boehringer and Florida Debt Relief Center, LLC Attorney Jeffrey H.
Tromberg. spoke about the legal issues surrounding foreclosure, emphasizing ways to help low-
income homeowners avoid foreclosure. Approximately 25 attorneys attended the seminar, each
of whom received four CLE credits for his/her participation in the event.

Participating attorneys agreed to attend a foreclosure clinic at LAS and accept one or two clinic
cases for further pro bono representation. Foreclosure Clinics were held at the Legal Aid Center
for Law and Social Justice in Plantation on November 19, 2008, December 18, 2008, and
February 3, 2009. A total of 44 individuals received FREE one hour consultations. Twenty-one
private practice attorneys volunteered in the clinics, each agreeing to take one or two
foreclosure cases on a pro bono basis.

Legal Aid Service of Broward County (LAS) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit law firm and has been providing free civil
legal services to Broward County children, families and senior citizens in the low income and underserved
communities for 35 years. Last year LAS assisted over 10,000 family members and over 3000 children at no
charge. LAS also manages the largest pro bono program in Broward County, Broward Lawyers Care (BLC).
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THE ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF DELAYS IN CIVIL TRIALS IN FLORIDA’S STATE COURTS
DUE TO UNDER-FUNDING

From The Executive Summary of a report prepared for the Florida Bar
By The Washington Economics Group, Inc.

Due to Floridaʼs growing population and the significant
increase in the number of Real Property/Mortgage
Foreclosure cases filed, the court caseload throughout the
State has grown dramatically and, as a result, has created
growing and serious backlogs within the court system. This
situation is adversely impacting the competitiveness of the
State to create, retain and expand jobs and private-sector
enterprises.

While the number of cases has increased sharply in recent
years, funding of Floridaʼs state court system has remained
constant or has declined. In real terms (adjusted for
inflation), funding for Floridaʼs state courts has declined
every year since FY 2004-2005. Delays within the court
system create a significant burden throughout the system
and on its personnel, including judges, Clerks of Court and
other court administrators.

System-wide funding challenges have forced the courts to
cut and/or decrease the services offered. As of October
2008, WEG estimates the backlog of civil cases to be
approximately 338,000 cases. This is impacting the ability
of the private sector to conduct business in Florida.

In total, the backlog of Real Property/Mortgage
Foreclosure cases alone directly results in an estimated
$9.9 billion of added costs and lost property values for
Floridians each year. Backlogs of other civil cases create
an additional $200 million of added costs each year.

The aggregate of all quantifiable costs associated with
court-related delays in civil case adjudication results in
direct economic impacts (i.e., costs to the economy)
approaching $10.1 billion annually.

These added direct costs and burdens on the economy
adversely impact employment, the generation of labor
income, economic output and public revenues throughout
the State of Florida. In the current economic climate, the
State cannot afford the loss of economic dynamism
attributable to the under-funding of the court system.

An estimated 120,219 permanent jobs for Floridaʼs
residents are adversely impacted by civil case delays
resulting from inadequate funding for Floridaʼs courts. This
situation will continue to deteriorate until proper funding for
the court system is re-established Best Practices for court
funding are based on the principles that court funding
should be adequate for the courts to discharge their
constitutional responsibilities, stable across budget periods,
and equitable across jurisdictions in order to provide
impartial justice for all citizens. Finally, the courts have a
responsibility to utilize resources in an efficient manner by
advancing best management products and the deployment
of new technologies.

The Seven Principles for Stabilizing Court Funding recently
set forth by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
Florida are sound and consistent with the broad principles
that underlie Best Practices in Court Funding. They will
serve as an excellent starting point for discussions between
the courts, the Legislature, and the Executive Branch on
proper stabilization and allocation of court funding.

Seven Principles for Stabilizing Court Funding

1) The elements of the State Courts System codified in
section 29.001, Florida Statutes, should be adequately
funded by the State to ensure the guarantee of court
access by Florida’s citizens.

2) Court fees assessed and paid by Florida’s citizens to
access their court system should be dedicated to the court
system, as already provided for by state law.

3) Unless adequate safeguards are in place, court-related
revenue other than filing fee revenue (revenue derived from
fines, service charges, and costs) should not be dedicated
to court funding but used to support other justice system
partners.

4) All current court-related revenue being collected should
be reevaluated to determine what portion of current filing
fee revenue should be dedicated to court funding.

5) Additional or increased filing fees should be considered,
but only after an adequate review of the distribution of the
current filing fee revenue has been made.

6) Some components of the State Courts System are more
appropriately funded from the general fund and should
remain so.

7) State Court Trust Funds are the appropriate depositories
for court filing fee revenue.

For more Court Funding Facts and the full 33 page report
of the Washington Economics Group, visit the Florida Barʼs
Website at http://www.floridabar.org/fundingfloridacourts

SOLO SMALL / LAW FIRM
NETWORKING

APRIL 2009 LUNCH DATES!
Wednesday, April 1st, Olive Garden, 1555 N. University Drive, Coral Springs (954) 344-5226, RSVP to:

Evan M. Ostfeld (954) 227-7529 and or Evan@Attorney4life.com.

Friday, April 3rd, The Ark, 6255 Stirling Road, Hollywood, (954) 584-3075, RSVP to: David Silverstone
(954) 367-0770 and or david@dsilverstone.com.

Friday, April 17th, East City Grill, 1800 Bell Tower Lane, Weston Town Center, Weston (954) 659-3339,
RSVP to: Rick Woolf (954) 252-0043 and or rwoolf@woolffinancial.com.

Tuesday, April 21st, Olive Garden, 807 S. University Drive, Plantation (954) 424-7201, RSVP to: John
Rizvi (954) 452-0033 and or johnrizvi@ideaattorneys.com.

Friday, April 24th, J. Marks Restaurant, 1490 Copans Road, Pompano Beach, (954) 782-7000 RSVP to:
Jane Bolin (954) 316-1339 and or jane@peytonbolin.com.

Thursday, April 30th, Bimini Boat Yard, 1555 SE 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 (954) 525-7400,
RSVP to: Beth Lindie (954) 764-5400 and or blindie@lawyers.com.
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AV-rated Fox Wackeen, Dungey, et.al. Law firm seeks a
motivated, self-starting associate with 2-4 years civil
litigation experience, preferably in insurance defense or

condo/HOA litigation. Candidate must have strong academic
credentials. Career path opportunity in well established firm.
We offer a congenial work atmosphere and competitive salary

and benefits package. The firm is located in Martin County
which offers an excellent quality of life and a best-in-the-

state school system. Please forward resume and law school
transcripts to Maryellen Castellano, HR Director, @

mcastellano@foxwackeen.com or fax to 772.220.1489

Colodny, Fass, Talenfeld, Karlinsky & Abate, P.A.

Colodny, Fass, Talenfeld, Karlinsky & Abate, P.A. maintains a
comprehensive Civil Litigation practice.

We are looking for energetic associates to join our team. Strong
qualified candidates should have 5 years of civil litigation experience in

the State of Florida and should have substantial legal writing and
research experience.

As an AV-rated Downtown Ft. Lauderdale firm, we can offer the right
individual exposure to sophisticated legal work, excellent compensation,

benefits and advancement potential, all in a small firm environment.

Interested individuals can e-mail their resume to the firmʼs administrator
at humanresources@cftlaw.com.

6TH Annual Judicial Reception and Program
Coordinated by the Jewish Federation of Broward County

Is Florida Gambling on Its Future?

Monday, May 11, 2009

5:30pm -6:15pm – Judicial Reception

6:15pm – 7:30pm – Program

Fort Lauderdale Museum of Art

One Las Olas Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale

A special award will be presented to Chief Judge Victor Tobin, 17th

Judicial Circuit

Speakers
Steve Geller, Greenspoon Marder, P. A.

George LeMieux, Gunster Yoakley

State Representative David Rivera

James Allen, CEO Seminole Gaming and

Hard Rock International, Inc.

Couvert $20 per person
To register go to: www.jewishbroward.org after April 1.

Participating Organizations
Broward County Bar Association

Broward County Justice Association
Broward County Women Lawyerʼs Association

Bʼnai Bʼrith Justice Unit 5207
Broward Hadassah Attorneys Council

The Caribbean Bar Association
The Hispanic Bar Association

The Puerto Rican Bar Association
The T.J. Reddick Bar Association
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Broward County Bar Association’s
Young Lawyers Section Lunches
All YLS luncheons are held at

the Tower Club in Fort
Lauderdale at 12:00 p.m. The

cost per person is $25.00.
Reservations are recommended

with the Bar (954) 764- 8040

Board Elections
April 23, 2009

Florida Bar President-Elect
Jesse Diner

May 21, 2009

2009 YLS Golf Tournament
Charitable Beneficiary Meeting

The Young Lawyers Section of the
Broward County Bar Association will

be selecting its Charitable
Beneficiary

on
April 22, 2009 for the 2009 YLS Golf

Tournament that is scheduled to
take place in

October/November 2009.

Any Charities interested in attending
the April 22, 2009 meeting should
contact Meghan M. Clary, Esquire
at 954-525-6566 or via e-mail at

meghan@cmfamilylaw.com.
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A Special Thank You…
At press time, these are the individuals who have made contributions this current fiscal year to our Mortgage Reduction program that

was created to help BCBA pay down the mortgage on the Norma B. Howard Bar Center
Each individual received a blue and gold BCBA lapel pin.

2005 Contributors
W. George Allen
Michael J. Alman

Elizabeth Athanasakos
Jay E. Auerbach

The Honorable Marcia Beach
Carl D. Berry

Alan C. (Peter) Brandt, Jr.
James H. Carroll

E. Hugh Chappell, Jr.
Aaron R. Cohen

Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr.
James P. Durkin

Gary M. Farmer, Jr.
The Honorable Jane D. Fishman

Yolanda L. Fox
Robert J. Friedman
Melinda S. Gentile

Kelly Gibson
Ellen Gilbert-Rose
Jorge E. Hurtado
Barry M. Kaufman
Khila L. Khani

Thomas L. LaSalle
Willie Lawson
Jody Leslie

Bernard J. Levy
Robin Sobo Moselle

Christopher M. Neilson
Charles E. Paoli, Jr.
Samuel A. Price

Kimberly A. Register
The Honorable Ronald J. Rothschild

Arlene Joy Simon
Arnold M. Straus, Jr.
Barbara K. Sunshine

Tami R. Wolfe
Alicia Zachman

2006 Contributors
W. George Allen

Roger Ally
Michael J. Alman
Jay E. Auerbach

The Honorable Paul L. Backman
Frederick C. Bamman, III

The Honorable Marcia Beach
Anthony J. Beisler, III

The Honorable Martin J. Bidwill
Samara Bober

David Wm. Boone
Alan C. (Peter) Brandt, Jr.

Steven D. Braverman
James H. Carroll

The Honorable Patricia Cocalis
George C. Cohen

The Honorable James I. Cohn
Michael J. Costantino

David W. Crane
Elizabeth G. Daugherty

Brenda Di Ioia
Michael S. Elstein
Ben I. Farbstein

Gary M. Farmer, Jr.
Michael A. Fischler

The Honorable Jane D. Fishman
RoseAnn Flynn
Yolanda L. Fox
Kelly Gibson
Steve Ginestra

Nathaniel E. Green
Dan Davis Hallenberg
Vene M. Hamilton
R. Michael Hursey
Jorge E. Hurtado
Gordon James, III
Barry M. Kaufman
Khila L. Khani
Arlene H. Lakin
Thomas D. Lardin
Thomas L. LaSalle

Jody Leslie
Margery Lexa
Kim T. Mollica
Sean L. Moore

Robin Sobo Moselle
Karen Myatt

Michael B. Nipon
Bennett Oppenheimer
Thomas F. Panza

The Honorable Carol-Lisa Phillips
The Honorable Gisele Pollack

Lisa M. Porter
John C. Primeau
H. Mark Purdy
Raleigh R. Rawls
Gene F. Reibman

Terry M. Rosenblum
Gary J. Rotella

Diana Santa Maria
The Honorable Barry S. Seltzer

Arlene Joy Simon
Jason E. Slatkin
Martin J. Sperry

Barbara K. Sunshine
Meah Rothman Tell
Megan D. Widmeyer

William Wong
Ghenete Wright Muir

Alicia Zachman

2007 Contributors
Jeffrey A. Adelman
W. George Allen
Mark Allsworth
Jay E. Auerbach

The Honorable Paul L. Backman
Anthony J. Beisler, III

The Honorable Martin J. Bidwill
Sandra Bonfiglio

Alan C. (Peter) Brandt, Jr.
Warren Brown

Gordon C. Brydger
Robert Bulfin

Scott C. Burgess
James H. Carroll
Michele Cavallaro

The Honorable James I. Cohn
Richard DeNapoli
Martin S. Fein
Michael Fischler

The Honorable Jane D. Fishman
Deborah P. FitzGerald

Ted P. Galatis, Jr.
Kelly Gibson
Steve Ginestra

Melinda S. Gentile
The Honorable Renee Goldenberg

Vene M. Hamilton
The Honorable Patti E Henning

Catherine F. Hoffman
Stuart N. House

R. Michael Hursey
Jorge E. Hurtado

The Honorable Cynthia Imperato
The Honorable Kathleen Ireland

Neal R. Kalis
Barry M. Kaufman

Khila Khani
Arlene H. Lakin

Thomas L. LaSalle
Toni Latino

Bernard J. Levy
Margery J. Lexa

Carlos M. Llorente
Jeffrey R. Miner
Kim Mollica
Robin Moselle

Ghenette Wright Muir
Joseph P. Mullen
Karen Myatt

Bennett Oppenheimer
Thomas F. Panza

Charles E. Paoli, Jr.
Roger Pickles
Hope L Plevy
Peter Portley

Brandan J. Pratt
John C. Primeau
H. Mark Purdy
Charles Radice

The Honorable Stacy Ross
The Honorable Ronald J. Rothschild

Diana Santa Maria
The Honorable Arlene Joy Simon

Martin J. Sperry
Barbara K. Sunshine
Meah Rothman Tell
Lachezar Vanchev
Laura M. Watson

William Wong
Alicia Zachman

2008 Contributors
S.C. Chase Adams
Jeffrey A. Adelman

Frances Arnold
W. George Allen
Mark Allsworth

Roger Ally
Michael Alman

Michelle Armstrong
Jay E. Auerbach

Gary M. Bagliebter
Patrick L. Bailey
Timothy Bailey

Claudia Y. Barona
Roshawn Banks

BCBA Construction Law Section
Judge Marcia Beach
Anthony J. Beisler III
Donna Benckenstein
Lisa K. Bennett

Terry Abrams Berger
Harry and Deborah Berkowitz
The Honorable Martin Bidwill

Katherine Birnbaum
Anthony B. Borras

The Honorable John B. Bowman
Alan C. (Peter) Brandt Jr.

Jeffrey M. Braxton
Nancy Brodzki
Warren Brown
Scott C. Burgess
Mark F. Butler

James D. Camp, Jr.
Walter G. Campbell Jr.

Caryn Goldenberg Carvo
Bobbie Celler

Mary M. Cohen
James and Ada Cole
Linda A. Conahan

Michael Constantino
Andrew Demos

Richard L. DeNapoli
Jesse H. Diner

Victor P. DeBianchi
Pedro E. Dijols

Michael Samuel Dyer
Law Offices Ben Farbstein

Catherine Favitta
Martin S. Fein
Craig Fergus

Michael A. Fischler
Chris B. Fisher
Alan Fishman
Jay Feldman

Ray Ferrero Jr.
The Honorable Jane Fishman

Michael C.Foster
Yolanda Lee Fox
Neil G. Frank

Howard S. Friedman
Scott and Iana Fuerst

Steve Ginestra
Patrick Giunta
Art Goldberg

The Honorable Renee Goldenberg
Donna Hearne-Gousse

Nathaniel Green
Nancy W. Gregoire
Peter N. Hanna
Fred Haddad

Douglas A. Harrison
Edward F. Holodak
Judith A. Homko
Stuart N. House

Samuel Taylor Hill
James Hurchalla
Jorge E. Hurtado

Judge Cynthia G. Imperato
Kathleen D. Ireland
W. Clayton Johnson

John G Jordan
Kelley Uustal Trial Attorneys

Khila L. Khani
Petia Knowles

Donald G. Korman
Nancy Lapierre

Thomas L. LaSalle

William T. Laswell
Law Offices of Atkinson, Diner, Stone,

Mankuta and Ploucha
Law Office of Dobbins, Meeks, Raleigh

and Dover
Patrick W. Lawlor
Willie Lawson

Daniel Lemongello
Jody Leslie

Morrie I. Levine
Spencer D. Levine

M. Kay Lewis
Maria Rodriguez Lewis

Margery J. Lexa
Carlos M. Llorente
Bruce M. Lyons

Scott Mager
Steven Makodi
Donald McCoy

Patrick J. McGeehan
Todd and Kimberly McPharlin

William J. McPharlin
Richard A. Merlino
William G. Miller

Kim T. Mollica
Marie Montefusco
Steve E. Moody

Law Offices Moody,Jones,Montefusco,
Ingino and Morehead
Stefanie C. Moon
Robin S. Moselle

Susan Motley/Kenneth Rubin
Bernard Moyle
Karen Munzer
Karen A. Myatt
Michael Nipon

Donald H. Norman
Terrence P. O’Connor

Phillips Paul O’Shaughnessy
Bennett Oppenheimer

Anthony Palmer
George A. Patterson

The Honorable Carol –Lisa Phillips
Peter A. Portley

Raymond J. Posgay
Brandan Pratt

Judge Linda R. Pratt
John Primeau
H. Mark Purdy
John C. Rayson

The Honorable Carlos S. Rebollo
Gene Reibman

Law Offices Rogers, Morris and Ziegler
Harry and Jacqueline Rosen

Angel Petti Rosenberg
Terry M. Rosenblum

The Honorable Ron Rothschild
C. Anthony Rumore
Terrence J. Russell
Dale R. Sanders

Carl and Sandra Schuster
Elaine J Schwartz
M.Ross Shulmister

The Honorable Arlene Joy Simon
Jeffrey Solomon
Jason Slatkin
Roger H. Stale

Barbara Sunshine
Frank C. Walker

Jeffrey P. Wasserman
Bruce Weihe

Max R. Whitney
Donald A. Wich, Jr.

The Honorable Marina Garcia Wood
Alicia Zachman

2009 Contributors
Patrick S. Scott

As of December 31, 2008,
the remaining mortgage
balance for the Broward
County Bar Association

Norma B. Howard Center is:

$ 7, 477.77
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W. George Allen, Esquire Patrick L. Bailey, Esquire Timothy Bailey, Esquire Alan C. (Peter) Brandt,
Jr., Esquire

Mark F. Butler, Esquire

Walter G. Campbell, Jr.
Esquire

James D. Camp, Jr.
Esquire

Linda A. Conahan,
Esquire

Victor P. DeBianchi, Jr.,
Esquire

Jesse H. Diner, Esquire

Ray Ferrero, Jr, Esquire Nancy W. Gregoire,
Esquire

William G. Miller, Esquire Steve E. Moody, Esquire Donald H. Norman,
Esquire

George A. Patterson,
Esquire

Peter A. Portley, Esquire Terrence J. Russell,
Esquire

Dale R. Sanders, Esquire Roger H. Staley, Esquire

Barbara K. Sunshine,
Esquire

Frank C. Walker, Esquire Jeffrey P. Wasserman,
Esquire

Donald A. Wich. Jr.
Esquire

The Board of Directors of the Broward County Bar Association would like to thank
Roger H. Staley and Barbara K. Sunshine for their tireless efforts on behalf of the

BCBA Mortgage Reduction Campaign.
We honor the members of the Past President’s Council of the BCBA for making a Major Gift to the Mortgage

Reduction Campaign.
Past President’s Council Major Gift Contributors

Lawyers in the LIMELIGHT
Nancy M. Stuparich, Esq., with the law firm of Weiss Serota Helfman Pastoriza Cole & Boniske, P.L. recently spoke
at a seminar in Jacksonville Florida, during the 2009 Planning Forum sponsored by the Center for Building Better
Communities at the University of Florida, College of Design Construction and Planning. Stuparich spoke on the topic
of “Planning Law in Florida: Constitutional & Legal Foundation for Planning.”

GrayRobinson, P.A., Florida’s leading law firm, today announced that Charles T. Wells, Justice of the Florida Supreme
Court, has joined the firm in an “of counsel” capacity. He will maintain offices in the firm’s Orlando and Tallahassee
locations.

John L. Lambros, a partner with Brinkley, Morgan, Solomon, Tatum, Stanley & Lunny, has been appointed to Broward
County’s Animal Care Advisory Committee.

Scott Chitoff of Brinkley Morgan, Solomon, Tatum, Stanley & Lunny, has been named a member of the Broward
County Courthouse Task Force.

Quentin E. Morgan, associate with the Ft. Lauderdale firm of Brinkley, Morgan, Solomon, Tatum, Stanley & Lunny,
has been re-elected chairman of the Broward County Parks & Recreation Advisory Board.

Susan L. Trevarthen and Nancy M. Stuparich of Weiss Serota Helfman Pastoriza Cole & Boniske in Ft. Lauderdale
spoke at a seminar titled “A Planner’s Guide to Law and Ethics” held at Florida Atlantic University’s Downtown
Campus.

Fort Lauderdale based McIntosh, Sawran, Peltz & Cartaya, P.A. proudly celebrates its 20th anniversary.

OVERWHELMED
OR SHORT
HANDED??

Florida Registered
Paralegals with 20
years experience

available on a daily
basis

Call Carol Holler,
ACP, FRP

(954) 772-4722
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PHOTO GALLERY

More than eighty attorneys attended the BCBAʼs 2009 Annual Workersʼ
Compensation Seminar held last February 27th at the Riverside Hotel.
Pictured from left, from the Office of Judges of Compensation Claims, are The
Honorable Kathryn S. Pecko, The Honorable Daniel A. Lewis, The Honorable
Geraldine B. Hogan and Chief Judge of Compensation Claims David Langham.
At right is Rich Wagenheim, Wagenheim & Wagner, P.A., Chair of BCBAʼs
Workersʼ Compensation Section, who chaired the event.

Russ Carlisle, Recip ient of 2009 Tobias Simon Pro Bono Service Award
From left to right: Frank Walker, Kim Zaffere, Kathy Thomsen, Tony J. Karrat, Russ Carlisle with his
secretary Mary Alice Denny; Christopher M. ʻChrisʼ Neilson, Barbara J. Prager with Jeff Ahren,
Legal Aid of Collier County, inside the Florida Supreme Court, in January.

Bʼnai Brith Justice Unit #5207 Instal lation
Judge Peter M. Weinstein, with Broward County
Mayor Stacy Ritter, at his Installation as president of
the Bʼnai Bʼrith Justice Unit,# 5207, on March 8.


