SECRETARIES NIGHT

SECRETARIES NIGHT

THE HILTON HOTEL
4060 Galt Ocean Drive, Fori Lauderdale, Florida

Cocktails ... ..... 6:30 P.M. — Cash Bar
Dinner .......... 7:15 P.M. — $12.00

Business: Reapportienment — A. J. Thomas, Jr.
Charter & By-Law Changes
Speaker: Samuel S. Smith
Topic:  “Economics in the Law Office”

The meefing is to honor the legal secretaries and give recognition to
the essential role they play in helping the legal profession perform its ser-
vice to the bar, bench and public. Please take this opportunity to show your
appreciation of your secretaries and bring them to the meeting.

Mr. Smith is no stranger 1o the legal profession. He is an outstanding
nationally known lecturer on economics in the law office. He was born in
Pennsylvania, graduated from the University of Miami Law Schoel, cum laude,
and was admitted to The Florida Bar in 1961.

My, Smith has been an instructor at the University of Miami, President
of the Miami Beach Bar Association and is a member of the Board of Gover-
nors of The Florida Bar. He is a member of the firm of Smith, Mandler, Smith

SECRETARIES NIGHT
GENERAL MEETING THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 1978

& Parker.

PLEASE USE THE ENCLOSED CARD FOR RESERVATIONS.

YOUNG LAWYERS
SECTION MEETING

Thursday, Aprit 27, 1978
— 12:00 Noon —

BUBBA'S RESTAURANT
1624 E. Sunrise Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Lunch — $5.00 — YLS Members
$6.00 — Non-members

Program: To bhe announced

Please use the enclosed card for reservations.

OPERATION:
UPDATE/TRANSITION

Wednesday, April 19, 1978
— 4:30 P.M. —

Broward County Courthouse,
Courtroom 415

Topic: Comparison of local Rules
for Dade, Broward and
Palm Beach Counties

Speaker: Robert Ware
Nancy Hoffman

May 17, 1978

Topic:
"Wrongful Death Actions”

($1.60 printing donation requested)

Legal Forum

Bar Asociation Radio Show
Wins Award

The Broward County Bar Associa-
tion'’s “Legal Forum’, a radio talk
show aired on WAVS was the recipient
of a Florida Bar MEDIA AWARD FOR
THE YEAR 1577

This lively talk show dealing with
legal topics and lawyers has been on
the air since 1975. It is currently heard
at 9:05 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. each Satwm-
day morning. The show is hosted by a
Broward County lawyer and the format
permits discussion of general legal
questions as well as a specified weekly
topic presented by an expert. Past pro-
grams have dealt with probate and
trust laws, real estate laws, medical
malpractice questions, and recent laws
passed by the legislature.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Would you believe that a compul-
sory organization of lawyers, conceived
as a “democratically governed and
administered” quasi official body,
would have 31% of its membership
(6,804 of 21,982) electing a majority of
its elective Board? Conversely, would
you believe that an integrated Bar, its
members subscribing to equality under
the law, would consent that 69% of its
membership (15,178 of 21,982) would
be restricted to electing only 16 of its
34 member elective Board? Consider
further that the Board so elected has
sole and exclusive control, subject only
to the Supreme Court’s supervision, of
its members’ right to practice law in
this state.

BROWARD COUNTY TITLE

a division of
lawyers Title Insurance (orporation

5 CONVENIENT OFFICES

Fort lLauderdale (2)
Hollywoed
Plantation

Pompano Beach

Fer Experienced and Qualified
Abstracting, Title Insurance
and Escrow Closing Services

Serving Broward County since 1915

% Court Activities - daily
% Business news - daily
* Real estate - daily
% Banking news - daily
for professionalism in
legal advertisinq
Broward Review
463-1432

official legal newspaper for the
Seventeenth Judicial Circuit

Incredible as it may sound, such is
the government of The Florida Bar as
presented by the unanimous vote of its
Board of Governors and approved by
the Supreme Court on February 9,
1978,

Is it any wonder that the Board in
Oral Argument and by Brief stated it
was not there to represent lawyers, but
instead, to represent the Court?

I shall continne my effort fo secure
fair apportiopment for all lawyers.
Hopefully our Association and the other
fine prestigions Bar Associations in
Broward will again join in this cam-
paign for an equal vote for all mem-
bers irrespective of where they prac-
tice.

Fundamental fairness is all I seek,
and 10 me that means “one man —
one vote”.

Now ig our opportunity to structure
the Board of Governors into a body
truly representative of and respomsive
to the needs and desives of all mem-
bers of The Florida Bar and not just
to those of the favored few.

With your help we can and will cor-
rect this injustice initially imposed up-
on us by the hierarchy of The Florida
Bar upon integration in 1949 and vigor-
ously by them protected and defended
ever since,

A. J. Thomas, Jr., President
* k* * % * *

Board of Governors To Meet
In Fort Lauderdale

Your Board of Governors of The Flor-
ida Bar will meet in Fort Lauderdale
at the Lago Mar Hotel on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, May 11, 12 and
13, 1978.

Business meetings will start at 8:00
am. each morning and will run until
about 6:00 p.m. each evening.

All members are invited to atiend all
open meetings and to watch your Board
at work. Discipline meetings are con-
tidential and are closed to the public
so as fo retain the confidentiality re-
quired by the Rules.

More information on the business
agenda will be included with the next
issue.

Bill Leonard
* ¥ K K Kk K

Florida Bar Recommends
Increase In Budget and Dues

At our regular Board meeting in Tal-
ahassee, the Board of Governors has
recommended a Bar budget of $6,178,-
000,00 for 1978-79. This is an increase
of about $1,000,000.00 over the current
budget,

The increases are proposed to be
used primarily in the fields of Ethics
and Discipline and an increase to the
Clients’ Security Fund.

Ethics and Discipline would increase
by about $750,000, while the Clients’
Security Fund would increase by about
$150,000.

In order to carry out the increases
in these areas, the Board has recom-
mended to the Supreme Court that in-
dividual dues be increased from $75.00
to $125.00 annually. The proposed budg-
et and dues increase will be presented
to. the Bar membership at the annual
convention in Jume, and if approved,
will be forwarded to the Supreme
Court for its approval.

The Discipline fund has been increas-

NOTICE OF BAR GROUPS MEETINGS

Date
April 11, 1978

Organization
North Broward Bar

April 13, 1978
April 28, 1978

South Broward Bar

Christian Lawyers
Association

May 3, 1978 BCTLA

Location Time
Flaming Pit 12:00
Pompano Beach Neon
Emerald Hills 6:30 P.M.
Valle's Steak House 12:15 PN\
Sheraton Hotel 6:30 P.M.
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ROSS, LOMBARD & BALLARD INSURANGE, INC. \

PO, BOX 14156
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33302

I 101 N.E. THIRD SYREET
TELEPHONE 763-7800




ed so as to speed up the process _and
to meet some of the recormmendations
of the go-called Karl Committee,

The Clients’ Security Fund has been
depleted primarily by claims against
two (2) Broward County lawyers, with
many c¢laims still pending.

Bill Leonard
Board of Governors,
The Florida Bar
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The Young Lawyers’
Section Launches
“The Curbstone Lawyer”

The Young Lawyers’ Section of the
Broward County Bar is about to go to
press with its first question-and-an-
swer weekly newspaper column in the
Fort Lauderdale News entitled ‘““The
Curbstone Lawyer”. The announce-
ment was made by John Di Chiara,
one of the members of the Executive
Commifttee assisting in initiating the
series, at the meeting of the Young
Lawyers’ Section on January 26, 1978
at the Cafe de Paris. He anmounced
that several questions had been pre-
pared for initial publication and that
future gquestions would be sent in by
the public. He asked for the assistance
of all members of the Broward County
Bar if called upon fo answer ques-
tions in their area of specialty. Other
members of the committee working on
the newspaper series are Frank Ma-
loney, Christine Ashcraft and William
Phillippi.

* A Kk *x Kx k

Beware The Unreported

The new real estate contract which
has been approved by a joint commit-
tee of the Broward County Bar Asso-
o clation and the Fort Launderdale Board

;of i Realtors. presents an interesting
. problem for  attorneys who close real

estate transactions when read in con-
junction with FLORIDA SOUTHERN
ABSTRACT & TITLE COMPANY v.
BJELLOS, 346 So. 2d 635 (June 1, 1977).
The Second District Court of Appeals
remanded this case for a full trial in
lieu of summary judgment, but at the
same time it clearly established the
rule that a closing agent has a legal
duty which he will breach if he fails
to inform the purchasers of a home
that a negative termite inspection re-
port has not been furnished when called
for in the contract.

In BJELLOS, the Defendant was a
title company and the Plaintiff was a
home and title insurance purchaser.
The property, unbeknownst to the pur-
chaser, was infested by subterranean
fermites, treated, and guaranteed
against further subterranean activity,
At closing the Seller was given the
guaranty, but a negative termite re-
port was not supplied as provided in
the contract.

Two months later a heavy infesta-
tion of drywood termites was discov-
ered, the purchaser sued the closing
agent, and the purchaser received a
judgment for $8,329.00 (subject to a
full hearing as set forth above),

Since the new Broward County De-
posit Receipt Contract, a copy of which
was delivered to you with a previous
issue of The Barrister, provides for no-
merous inspections which were mnot
part of the printed language of the
previous contract, every attorney who
closes real estate transactions should
study BJELLOS. It appears that it
might be wise to receive a waiver
from the purchaser for thuse inspec-
tions which fthe purchaser does not
want and for which he will not pay.

This may lessen the effect of BJEL-
LOS, but it will be interesting to see
the course of future litigation in this
area.

Paul E. Blade

Broward County Bar Fee
Arbifration Committee
Broward Bar Hears Complaints

Fee complaints or misunderstandings
concerning fees can be resolved with-
out costly litigation as a result of the
Broward County Bar Associations’ new-
ly created fee arbitration committee.
The committee is the product of ef-
forts by the Broward County Bar to
create a forum where prompt determi-
nation of fee disputes may be had with-
out undue expense to the client or at-
torney.

Arbitration proceedings may be re-
quested by either the client or the at-
torney. If both agree to the arbitra-
tion proceedings a $2000 charge for
each is assessed to defray the admini-
istrative costs of the arbitration. In
such instances, an award rendered by
the committee may be enforced by a
court with competent jurisdiction, Ap-
plications for arbitration may be ob-
tained through the office of the Execu-
tive Secretary at the Broward County
Bar Association (305) 764-8040.

* X *x x Kk *

Malpractice Insurance-Self
Insurance Special
Committee Report

The Special Committee on Malprac-
tice Insurance submitted its report to
the Executive Committee of The Brow-
ard County Bar Association, on March
8, 1978. The Special Committee was
formed in response to alarming across-
the-board increases in malpractice in-
surance premiums as well as the ap-
parent failure of The Florida Bar to
respond appropriately to an impending
crisis in the legal malpractice insur-
ance field.

As a result of the committee’s ef-
forts, a resolution was passed by the
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DOLLAR
LOAN.

THE DANIA BANK
255 East Dania Beach Boulevard

Dania, Florida 33604

Mini-Bank at 6018outh Federal Highway.
Dade: 946-6341, Broward: 925-2211
Member F.D.LGC,

SPECIALISTS IN
TAX SHELTERED
INVESTMENTS

GORDON W. BECKMAN, J.D.

Executive Manager

"We are pleased to make rec-
ommendations relative to
reducing your client's income
taxes."

Kelly and Morey, Inc,

American National Bank Building
1415 East Sunrise Boulevard k

Forttauderdale 763-6400

POINSETTIA PRESS

325 8. W. First Avenue
Fort Lauderdale

463-0542




Executive Commnittee and directed to
The Flerida Bar which called for ac-
tion in the following areas.

The Broward County Bar Associa-
tion has requested The Florida Bar to
undertake whatever efforts are neces-
sary to eliminate statutory prohibitions
against the association of attorneys
for the purpose of self-insurance.
These prohibitions currently exist in
Florida Statute 627.356(1) which re-
quires, as a condition precedent tothe
association of -attorneys for sel-insur-
ance, the non-availability of legal mal-
practice insurance from all insuorers
authorized to transact business within
the State of Florida,

The Committee also determined that
self-insurance by attorneys would only
be feasible if attorneys enjoved legis-
lation similar to that enjoyed by phy-
sicians and currently embodied within
Florida Statute 768.52 and 768.54, which
created a “Patients’ Compensation
Fund”. The “Fund”, administered by
the State, provides what essentially is
excess coverage (over $100,000.00) for
self-insurance groups.

The Coemmittee has as well deter-
mined that there is a real need to edu-
cate attorneys in the risk-management
area and the resolution encourages
The Florida Bar to create aggressive
risk-management programs and to
make those programs a mandatory
“part of all CLE Programs approved by
The Florida Bar for designation credit,

The full resolution, copies of which
are available from The Broward Coun-
ty Bar Association, has been delivered
to our delegation to The Board of Gov-
ernors for consideration and appropri-
ate action by The Florida Bar.

Terrence J. Russell
Chairman

APPOINTMENT OF ELISORS

Under Florida Statute 48.011 it is
mandated that all process except sub-
poenas be directed to the Sheriff in the
particular county when the process is
to be served.

The Sheriff is authorized by statute
to appoint special Process Servers also
known as Elisors. In this county the
Sheriff has not had the need to do so,
so that an Elisor should net be appoint-
ed by a Judge in the 17th Judicial Cir-
cuit except where the Sheriff’s Civil
Division states that they are umable or
will be unable to effect service.

It has come to my attention that Eli-
sors have been appointed without fol-
lowing the procedure outlined above
and has resulted in complaints by citi-
zens to the Sheriff for actions by Proc-
ess Servers not under his direction,

Please comply with the established
procedure by directing an attorney re-
questing the appointment of the Elisor
t0 either show a return indicating the
Sheriff’s inability to effect service or
a document agreeing to the appoint-
ment of an Elisor.

All requests must be filed with the
Civil Division of the Sheriff’s depart-
nient.

ENLARGING — MOVING WEST?

CORN CONSTRUCTION . . .
is pleased to announce
the availability of
Professional Office Space

at key locations.

Contact:—
Karen at 484-2400.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS

ELIOT E. BERKWIT, a native of New
York City, received his undergradu-
ate and law degrees from New York
University. He practices law alone
in Fort Lauderdale.

JOSEPH L, BERNSTEIN, a native of
Miami Beach, Florida, received his
uyndergraduate and law degrees from
the University of Miami. He is asso-
ciated with the law firm of Houston,
Cooper & Easthope, Fort Lauderdale,

LAWRENCE J. BOHANNON, a native
of Brooklyn, N.Y., received his un-
dergraduate degree from the Univer-
sity of Fiorida and his law degree
from Nova University. He is associ-
ated with Carey, Dwyer, Cole, Sel-
wood & Bernard, P.A., Fort Lauder-
dale,

RANDOLPH BRACCIALARGHE, & na-
tive of New York City, received his
undergraduate degree from the Uni-
versity of Michigan and his law de-
gree from the University of Miami.
He is an Assistant State Attorney,
Broward County,

ROBERT A. BUTTERWORTH, a na-
tive of Passaic, New Jersey, received
his undergraduate and law degree
from the University of Florida. He
is a County Court Judge, Broward
County.

BARRY E. CHAPNICK, a native of
Putmam, Conn., received his under-
graduate degree from the University
of Connecticut and his law degree
from the University of Florida. He is
associated with the law firm of Gold-
berg, Young & Goldberg, Fort Lau-
derdaie.

LEWIS H. COHEN, a native of New
York City, received his undergradu-
ate and law degrees from New York
University, He is associated with
Samuel S, Forman, Hollywood.
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UNITED FEDERAL SAVINGS
& LOAN ASSOCIATION

3600 North Federal Highway
Fort Lauderdale/563-3371

For Experienced
Trust Services
in South Broward:

FIRST NATIONAL
BANK
OF HOLLYWOOD

2001 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33022

H. C. Satchell—President
L. E. Mitchefl—Senior V.P. & T. O.
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¢ TITLE INSURANCE
ABSTRACTING
1941 W. Ockland Park Boulevard

Fort Lauderdale, Forida
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